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Philately is like...   
it flourishes  
through being shared   



The Gozo Philatelic Society was founded on 3 September 1999  
for the promotion of the hobby, 

the provision of a point of reference and co-ordination.  
Front page: LAURENT ROPA 130th Birth Anniversary  

Commemorative postcard with special postmark issued by the GPS  
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 (78) G.P.S. Diary                                                                               

                                      Antoine Vassallo Gozo Philatelic Society Secretary ;                                                                                            

          VO/0546secretary@stamps-gozo.org 
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  10 November 2021 Mass at St Francisô church by GPS Chaplain Rev Joseph 
Attard in suffrage of deceased members and supporters. 
14 November Tenth instalment of our thematic philatelic series in the Sunday 
newspaper Il-Leǩen. 
20 November Committee confirms Exhibition prizes and fixes the AGM for 9 
January. 
27 November Anthony Grech used the Milied fôGǩawdex handstamp to send a 
Christmas Card to members. 
2 December Il-Ǩaǣar showcase changed to Dun Ǣorǣ Preca & Christmas 
24 December Anthony Grech produces Cards for the Laurent Ropa 130th 
anniversary handstamp, also designed by him. 
January-March 2022 issue of L-Anzjani Llum continues our Stamp Errors 
series: Bill/Ben Pickett US stamp. 
9 January AGM (see page 16). 
16 January Another instalment appears in our thematic series in the national 
weekly in Maltese Il-Leǩen. 
29 January The Ǩaǣar exhibitionis  replaced with Prehistoric Artifacs. 
29 January Committee looks at possible future events. 
4 February Mr Joseph Said again donates numerous philatelic publications for 
the GPS librery. 
13 February A further instalment in our thematic series in the national weekly 
in Maltese Il-Leǩen. 

#84 OOPS! 
Hong Cong is, of course, Hong Kong (page 9) and Indonisia Indonesia (page 10)! 
The 2021 AGM was, obviously, not our 1st but the 21st (page 20). 
Maltese Judaica (from page 12) dropped these illustrations:Moreover the Flower 
stamp (bottom of page 13) should have been numbered 17; this resulted in wrong 

numbering on page 14. A 
reference to Our Lady of 
Mount 
Carmel 2018 
Festas Statue 
got lost! 
A final stamp 
(Comino) 
went AWOL 

too.   

mailto:secretary@stamps-gozo.org
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It is with our deepest sorrow that we inform our members of the pass-
ing away of a friend and great member 

of the Gozo Philatelic  
Society who went to rest in the Loving 

Arms of his Creator on  
3 December 2021 aged 91years. 

 Joseph, better known by his 
friends  as Ir-Roger, was a collector of 
several items but his Malta Stamps 
collection and the GPS cards were his 
most treasured. Loved and never 

forgotten by his wife Maria, and all his 
family relatves and friends.  

The President & Committee  of the 
Gozo Philatelic Society 

In Memory of Joseph Mary BajadaðIr-Roger 
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H.H. Pope Francis Visit 
to Malta and Gozo 

The Gozo Philatelic 

Society                      

commemorated this 
event with a limited 
edition of 100 special  
Postcard on his visit 

to Gozo. 

Painting by Amadeo Brogli 
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Marc Chagall Dead            
Letter Painting.  Antoine Vassallo 

 In my article óWhat is Dead Mailô 
published in News letter no 84 I made a ref-
erence about a particular painting by Marc 
Chagall. This relatively small Oil, gouache, 
graphite, and ink on paper  painting  20cm by 

25cm is named óStudy for Over Vitebskô (ñhe walks over the houses.) was 
painted in 1914. It depicts an old man a Jewish beggar, wearing a cap, carrying 
a walking stick and beggar's sack, floating in the sky above the artistôs home 
village of Vitebsk in Belarus. It was on loan exhibited at the  Jewish Museum in 
Manhattan when in 2000 it disappeared. In 2002 
it turned up in a United States Postal Service 
sorting center, Dead Mail Department, in Tope-
ka, Kansas. The package was classified as 
óDead Letterô since it had no sender or receiver 
address on it. Classi-fication as a dead letter in 
the US is one of the few instances where postal 
personnel are al- lowed to violate secrecy of 
correspondence, to search for clues as to the 
letterôs origin or its destination inside the enve-
lope or package. Up-on opening the package, the 
postal worker noticed several stickers from muse-
ums and galleries on the back and so turned it 
over to a superior. Upon checking the FBI 
Web site for stolen art, it was found that this Chagall was listed and the FBI 
were called in. Up to then it was not clear if it was genuine or fake. It was au-
thenticated  by Chagall's granddaughter, Bella Meyer, a leading authority on her 
grandfather's art as being the original. In 1999 Belarus issued a stamp in the 
CEPT series depicting Chagall painting óOver Vitebskô  

Several other countries including France, Israel, Antigua & Barbuda, 
Grenada, United Nations, Sierra Leon, Gambia, Bhutan and Sao Tome e 
Principe issued stamps showing paintings by Chagall while some coun-
tries issued stamps with his image.  

Chagall, who left Russia in 1922 and settled in France, died in 1985 at 
the age of 98. Many of his paintings depict Jewish folklore and scenes of 
pre-World War I life in Russia. 
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An FDC from each Issuer 
assorted postmarks and designs on the specially commissioned covers 

in the ñStamps of all Countries / Les Timbres des tous les Paysò Collection 
Victor Gusman 

This stamp (designed by Peter Wildbur) 
was issued to celebrate the first direct 
elections to the European Assembly and 
simply shows the words ñEuropean 
Communitiesò in the various member 
languages. The first day postmark was 
given on 20 August 1979 in the capital 
Dublin (written in its Irish form which in 
fact reads "town of the hurdled ford" ). 
Actually, the cancellation refers also to 
two other occasions commemorated with 
stamps issued concurrently. The cover 
design symbolizes the European 
Parliamentôs specialized committees. 

This stamp (designed by G 

Almaliah) was issued to 

celebrate the Sabbath, the 

weekly Jewish holy day from 

Friday evening. It shows an 

embroidered cloth used to cover 

the festive loaves. The first day 

postmark was given on 19 April 

1977 in Jerusalem. The cover 

design depicts the home lady 

taking part in the ceremony by 

lighting the candles. 

£ire

˸˒ˮ˧ˏl ˋˬ

This stamp (designed by E 
Vangelli) was included in the 
annual Europa set, themed 
famous people. It shows 
Antonio Pigafetta, Italian 
chronicler and explorer who 
died in the first half of the 
sixteenth century. The first 
day postmark was given on 
28 April 1980 in the capital 
Rome. The cover design 
depicts Magellanôs 1519-22 
expedition, on which 

Pigafetta kept a journal which had long influence. 
Italia 
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This stamp was issued as 
part of  a set of 5 stamps to 
commemorate the bicen-
tennial of the Englandï 
Jersey Government Mail 
Packet Service. It shows 
the cutter óDianaô which 
ran between England and 
Jersey from 1877 to 1890. 
The stamp was issued on  
18 October 1978. 

                                                          

This stamp from the  
2nd National Treasure 
Series (3rd issue) is 

entitled ñSaint on cloudò 
It was issued on 25 March 

1977. 

This stamp (part of a set of 3 stamps ð 1st series) shows an Arawak artifact of 
Jamaica. These artifacts 
were found in a natural 
cave near the top of a hill 
called Spots in the 

Capenters mountains in 
the Parish of Vere in June 
1792. The set was also 
issued as a miniature 
sheet on 10 July 1978. 
This stamp represents a 
half figure with  
ócanopyô. 
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WOMEN IN THE BRITISH POST OFFICE 

Antoine 
Vassallo 

  

 Though women are usually recognised to have 
been employed by the Post Office since 1870, they 
had been working as Sub-Postmistresses (conducting 
Post Office business alongside another business). 
Moreoverðif men were not available - women were 
also employed as ñletter carriersò (postwomen) in ru-
ral areas. 
 The Post Office was given control of the tele-
graph system in 1870 and the female telegraphists 
became PO employees. This was the first time women 
had been employed in substantial numbers by the 
GPO and their employment was seen as something 
novel and experimental. 

The óexperimentô being judged, in the 
following years omen were employed in 
clerical roles in the Post Office Savings 
Bank headquarters as well as in the Re-
turned Letter Office. Obviously social 
convention meant that the sexes were 
strictly segregated at work! 
 In the early days, women were 
even escorted in and out of the building 
at times when male workers would not 
see them. By the 1920s, some women 
began to voice their opposition to work-
place segregation ï arguing this allowed 
Post Office officials to deny women 
equal pay and working conditions. Work-
ing at night was deemed unsuitable for 
women and so men were employed in the 
late evenings and overnight. 
Women were also employed in individual 
Post Offices around the country in the 
dual role of sorting clerk and telegraphist, 

Sub-Postmistress Mrs Helen Hoppe 
outside her post office making lace, 

1939 
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handling both mail and telegraph businesses. Here they could expect to work 
alongside men in much smaller offices! 
 In 1876, the Post Office instituted a regulation which required women to 
resign on marriage and forbade the employment of married women in estab-
lished positions. Married women could remain working as Sub- Postmistresses 
as these were not established positions. Some women liked the ñmarriage barò 
because they planned to finish working when they married anyway - and found 
the payment useful for setting up their married home. Others felt that it perpetu-
ated womenôs inequality with men. 
 
 The bar was lifted temporarily during the World Wars to allow employ-

ment of married women to take 
over from men who were enlist-
ed into the armed forces. It was 
lifted definitively in 1946 in the 
Post Office, though it remained 
longer in some other parts of the 
civil service. 
One should note that the em-
ployment of women expanded 
massively during World War I. 
Thousands of women, whether 
married or single, were em-
ployed in temporary positions 

for the duration of the war in roles previously reserved to men (who joined the 
armed forces). In fact quite a few females began delivering mail in urban areas 
and working as telegraph messengers. 
 The same needs occured in World War II. For example, just before Christ-
mas 1940, the Post Office called for women to volunteer as postwomen. Post-
men were actually asked to bring along their ówives, sweethearts, sisters and la-
dyfriendsô to help with Christmas mail delivery. Within hours of the announce-
ment in London, four thousand women had volunteered! These new ñtemporaryò 
employees so impressed the Postmaster General that the decision was taken to 
retain them. By November 1941, some hundred thousand women were em-
ployed by the Post Office. Regarding work conditions, the PO boasts the first 
women-only association in the Civil Service. Founded in 1901, the Association 
of Post Office Women Clerks represented women clerical workers and fought 
for their employment rights and ultimately for equality with men. From 1931, 
the Association became part of the National Association of Women Civil Serv-
ants. Women telegraphists and telephonists were represented by the Union of 
Postal Workers, with a óWoman Organiserô in the executive committee. 
 As in so many employment sectors, women were very often paid less than 
men for doing the same jobs in the Post Office - until the 1960s. Campaigns for 

Postwomen in their uniform 
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PO equal pay were not lacking, from early in the twentieth century. For exam-
ple, the Union argued strongly against wage inequalities for women telephonists 
who worked overnight during the Second World War. The relative Royal Com-
mission led to a 1955 announcement that equal pay would be introduced for 
most grades. 
 
 Numerous examples can be quoted to argue that female employees were 
actually ñidealò. 
(i) Miss Elizabeth Anderson, born in Penang, became the GPO Assistant Med-
ical Officer in 1931. Before joining the Post Office, she spent years in hospital 
work and specialised private practice. 
(ii) Miss Jane Buchanan, Superintendent of the Female Staff of the Post Office 
Savings Bank, received an OBE for her service during the First World War. 
(iii) Telephonist Florence Marie Cass was not unique in receiving the MBE 

during the First World War but she surely rose above her collegues! In charge of 
a telephone exchange when an explosion occured at a nearby munitions works, 
she made her way in the dark to the engine room to switch on the emergency 
motors and then prepared her staff to deal with the volume of calls which surely 
enough ensued. 
(iv) Mrs Annie Cooper, who completed 50 yearsô service as Sub- Postmistress 
of Newbridge Lane in Stockport at 70, had previously assisted her father when 
he had held the position. 
(v) Mrs Elizabeth Dickson retired as an unestablished rural postwoman at the 
end of 1908 after more than 30 yearsô service. Reportedly, she had never once 
been late for duty - and had only taken 14 days for illness! She had to walk thir-
teen miles daily which totalled almost one hundred thirty thousand miles during 
her career, the staff magazine noted that this distance was ñequal to more than 
five times round the worldò. 

Mount Pleasant Sorting Office: Letter sorting (women) 1914 

 and Holburn Central Telephone Exchange switchroom 1904 
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vi) Violette Szabo, shot by Nazi officers in 1945, had worked as a telegraphist at 
the Central Telegraph Office before joining the SOE (the secret World War II 
organization Special Operations Executive). 
(vii) Miss E E Wade, who retired as Sub-Postmistress in Essex after 37 yearsô 
service, had succeeded her mother in the role. 
 As they had during the First, womenôs employment opportunities again 
expanded in the Second World War and alongside came tensions about what 
women should wear. A postwoman, Jean Cameron, demanded the right to wear 
trousers, though they were viewed by many as controversial This change in uni-
form was authorized in 1941 and thus postwomen could choose to wear either 
trousers or a skirt on duty. 
 

Postwomen, one of whom is wearing 
óCameronsô (trousers named after  

Jean Cameron), 1941  

Postwomen uniform, 1929-1941  
A modern postwoman 
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It was agreed that theirs was a physically demanding job, for which a skirt was 
not always practical. The media argued that ñthe question is not so much 
óshould women wear trousersô but rather ówhen, where and howôò. Jean Camer-
onôs description surely confirms the challenges:ñI go 15 miles a day with the 
mail. I use a cycle and where there are no roads, I have to walk. There are dykes 
to climb, rocks to be got over, and very often, I have to cross the River Eske. 
The mail you see, even in this lonely glen, has to go through.ò Jean Cameron 
became something of a celebrity, and the trousers became known as óCameronsô 
in honour of their pioneer. Two films were made in 1944, featuring Jean on her 
postal route. She was excited to be a trendsetter and explained that ñwhat I was 
doing now thousands of posties would be doing later. But I was the first, and I 
shouldnôt be a woman if I wasnôt pleased to be the first to start a fashion.ò 
More than 500 pairs of postwomenôs trousers were ordered in just two months 
and, by November 1943, 14,000 pairs issued. Trousers were actually chosen for 
their practicality by women in lots of different circumstances during the Second 
World War. Putting on trousers meant, not only that women were more able to 
undertake physical tasks, but that they saw themselves differently and were seen 
differently by society. 
 Postmistresses were some of the longest serving - as well as some of the 
longest lived of all Post Office workers - during the nineteenth century. In con-
trast to postmen and sorters, many of whom had to retire early because of ill 
health, postmistresses often worked well into their sixties and seventies. In the 
second half of the century, more than a third of postmistresses were aged over 
54 compared to just four percent of sorters. 
When they retired, postmistresses (and subpostmistresses) had worked on aver-
age for more than 25 years ï and nearly one in six had performed the role for 
forty years or more. Many of the hundreds employed in the Post Office could be 
found in small market towns and remote rural areas. They often inherited their 
role from their parents or took over from their husbands - but cases were also 
numerous when the women were appointed in their own right. Their longevity 
and role meant they were highly respected figures in their communities. 
Miss Maria Beeson was a person of strong opinions, with an aptitude for organi-
sation. She had first been employed by the London District Telegraph Company 
in 1859, prior to it being taken over by the Post Office in 1870. After helping to 
set up the Jersey telegraph office, she took over as the Honiton postmistress in 
1894. She retired, aged sixty, in 1899; when asked by the editor of the in-house 
Post Office magazine óTo what cause do you assign your promotion or want of 
promotion?ô, her reply was óLack of promotion for twenty-three years for the 
serious offence of being the only woman in an office.ô She was described as 
having continuously tactfully enforced the rules of the Department which had 
long lain a dead letter - and ultimately overcoming the ñprejudice of both offic-
ers and townspeople to a female head of the Post Officeò. 
 The photograph that accompanied the account shows Miss Beeson at her 
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desk gazing confidently at the camera 
surrounded by maps, books and official 
paperwork ï very much in control of the 
complex and demanding tasks that a 
rapidly growing Post Office required. 
To mark her retirement, she was pre-
sented with a handsome marble time-
piece on behalf of the staff of the head 
office and the fourteen sub-offices un-
der her control. Given the forty years 
that she had served, it was a well-
deserved token of esteem. 
Eliza Adamson, who was reputed to 
have been the oldest postmistress in 

Britain when she died in May 1898, had served for 58 years in the small fishing 
village of Auchmithie, on the east coast of Scotland. Eliza Adamsonôs age and 
length of service were noteworthy but not exceptional. 
Mrs Limond, who was born in 1815, was the subpostmistress of Minishant, a 
village in Ayrshire, for 53 years. She had met Sir Rowland Hill on several occa-
sions! In 1906 - aged over ninety - she was described as ótall and erect, lithe and 
nimble, with memory and eyesight unimpaired, her handwriting, for legibility 
and steadiness, resembling that of a lady of nineteen rather than of ninety.ô 
In 1900, following her retirement as the townôs postmistress, the grateful inhab-
itants of Tewkesbury presented Mrs Elizabeth George with a beautiful dia-
mond and sapphire ring and an illuminated address to recognise the long service 
given to the town since 1841 ï by her, her deceased husband and her parents 
before her. 
Of course, she was not alone in receiving such gifts. Gold chains, bracelets and 
signet rings, clocks, silver tea services and epergnes were amongst the many 
gifts presented by grateful inhabitants to postmis-
tresses in villages and towns across the country to 
mark their retirement from office ï tokens of es-
teem to recognise their status and the valued role 
that they performed in their local communities. 
 
with acknowledgents to www.postalmuseum.org/ 
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