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The Gozo Philatelic Society was founded on 3 September 1999  
for the promotion of the hobby, 

the provision of a point of reference and co-ordination.  

Front page: GOZO ON MALTA STAMPSô 
Commemorative First Day of Issue card by the GPS  
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 (76) G.P.S. Diary                                                                                 
                            Antoine Vassallo Gozo Philatelic Society Secretary;                                                                                             
                                                                                               VO/0546 

 
21 January 2021 Replacing the Christmas display, Il-Ǩaǣar showcase 
is changed to century-old Loversô Cards (in preparation for Valentine 
Day).  
16 February  Il-Ǩaǣar showcase changed to ñMaltaôs Firstò (halfpenny 
Yellows). 
6 March Committee meeting again postponed because of further Covid 
directives. 
April issue (# 88) of the periodical in Italian Filatelia Relgiosa Flash 
again features covers produced by the GPS. 
April issue (# 185) of the ñJudaica Thematic Society Newsletterò carries 
a front page article by the GPS Secretary about relevant connections on 
Malta stamps (and will be reproduced in the future). 
9 May another instalment of our ñSaints on Malta stampsò series in the 
Maltese Sunday paper Il-Leǩen.   
28 May Anthony Grech produces a cover - after a long hiatus - for the 
Sepac Maps set. (See front page) 
12 June Committee decides about delayed AGM, now set for 1 August. 
13 June monthly instalments continue in our ñSaints on Malta stampsò 
series in the Maltese Sunday paper Il-Leǩen.  
 
#82 - SORRY! 
Page 8 
The Costa Rica item was just a draft: it should have appeared as follows. 
This stamp, for the tenth anniversary of the National Parks Service, shows the Po§s 
volcano in its National Park in the Central Valley region - a powerful example of 
geothermal forces. The first day postmark was  given on 14 May 1980. The cover 
design carries an impression of this tourist attraction. 
The Czechoslovakia entry had a note missing: (now separated into Slovakia and the 

Czech Republic) given on 14 May 1980. The cover design carries an impression of this 
tourist attraction. 

Please note that our publications are included in Malta Universityôs 
External Research Collection and can be assessed on https://
www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/handle/123456789/24814 

GOZO  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER 
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MISTAKES AND MISSHAPES ON MALTA                      
                       STAMPS.       Anthony Grech 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Definitive issue 1965. 
Block of 4.  

Missing óMALTAô on all 
four stamps 

IV Centenary of The Great 
Siege of Malta 1965 

Block of 4. Misplaced red 
colour on flag  on all four 

stamps 

Correct stamp 

Christmas 1968. Big red ink-run on middle upper stamp going down on 
opposite stamp. 
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E & O not E (55) 
glances at stamps with design or printing mistakes  

(well-known or obscure) 
Antoine Vassallo 

 The greatest engraver begins with an error! 

  

This is Czeslaw Slaniaôs centennial year; so hereôs another article connected 
with him. 

 The first stamp fully engraved by him was issued by Poland in 1951, 
commemorating the 80th Anniversary of the Paris Commune.1The Paris 
Commune was a Socialist Revolution that took over Paris for a few weeks in 
1871. General Jaroslaw Dabroski was one of the leaders of the National Guard, 
whose troops controlled the city. The Commune was eventually quashed in a 
battle called "La semaine sanglante" (= Bloody Week), during which the French 
army slowly regained the capital. The wounded General Dabrowski died at the 
age of 34, falsely accused of being in cahoots with the French army.   

 The portrait should have shown General Jaroslaw Dabrowski, but shows 
by mistake the composer and pianist Henryk Dabrowski! How did this happen? 

 Our story starts with the painter and engraver, Achilles-Isidore Gilbert. 
When portraying General Dabrowski, for some reason he based his painting on a 
portrait of composer Henryk Dabrowski (there being variations in the surnames 
too). Then Charles-Jules Robert made an engraving of the General but used 
Gilbert's painting as the basis for his work. Compounding this error, this 
engraving was published in L'Illustation Journal Universal (1871) ï and all later 

1 
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depictions repeatedly used this mistaken portrait.  

 Actually it was only a century later that Dr Jerzy Zdrada discovered the 
historical confusion and published his findings in 1971! We can know what he 
looked like since a real image of the general was used as the basis for two later 
Poland stamps. In 1962 he was included in one of the sets of ñFamous Polesò.2  

 

 

 

 

 

The Paris Commune centenary was then commemorated in 1971.3 

  

 

 

 

I conclude with a banknote showing him.4 

2 

3 

4 
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An FDC from each Issuer 
assorted postmarks and designs on the specially commissioned covers 
in the ñStamps of all Countries / Les Timbres des tous les Paysò Collection 

Victor Gusman 

This Republic 
is situated on 
the  west 
coast of 
Africa. It is 
rich in  
natural 

resources and 
is notesd for 

its high  quality lumber and rich iron and mangnaese  deposits. Gabon  has been an 
independent republic since 1958. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The stamp commemorates the nationôs Independence Dayð18 February 1965. Gambia 
is the smallest  independent nation in Africa. It occupies a strip of land only 15 to 30 
miles wide on either side of the Gambia River 
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This stamp was issued 
by the Federal Republic of 

Germany (ñWestò) - which 
was later rejoined by East 

Germany to create Germany 
again ï to celebrate the fourth 

centenary of the birth of 
Peter Paul Rubens. The 
design ï prepared by 

Stelzer and Falz ï 
depicts a Rubens self-portrait. The first day postmark (highlighting the 
signature R) was given on 17 May 1977 in Bonn which was then the 

capital. The cover design depicts the artist at work. 

This FDC commemorates the 
100th anniversary of the 
founding of the worldôs first 
cycling organisationðThe 
British Cycling Federation an 
Cyclists Touring Club. The 
stamp depicts the well known 
19th century known as 
óOrinary bycycleô 

This stamp, part of a set issued 
showing landscapes, depicts 

Sithonia or Longos  which is a 
peninsula very popular with 

tourists. The designs of the 
series were by Gravalos and 

Constantinea. The first day 
postmark was given on 15 

December 1977 in the capital Athens, at the Philatelic Office. The cover design depicts 

aspects of Greek culture. 

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 
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Promoting Gozo through Philately 

Pauline Trio 

3 Gozo churches dedicated to St Paul 

 The 2018 instalment of the Festa series included a photo of the Nadur 

processional titular statue.  Among the very biggest parishes in Gozo, it is 

dedicated to the Martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul ï though the two figures are 

more generic. Even the main altarpiece 

does not actually represent their deaths, 

by crucifixion and beheading 

respectively (shown clearly on the 1967 

Emvin Cremona set). 
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 The statue on the Mark Micallef Perconte stamp was commissioned from 

Marseilleôs Gallard et Fils in 1882. It does seem that it was not ordered 

specifically for processions  - and thus adjustments and finishing had to be 

carried out locally (beginning with Capuchin GioBattista Mamo). 

On the establishment of the parish in 1688, a project for a church was 

undertaken. Historical researcher Rev Dr Alexander Bonnici OFM Conv 

emphasises the fact that it necessitated 

enormous efforts and hard voluntary 

labour by the, poor, parishioners. However 

the growing population soon necessitated 

a bigger one ï on a design by Giuseppe 

Bonnici ï using the vast space available 

around the old (which remained in use 

until the works were concluded). 

  

 Historian Professor 

Victor Mallia Milanes notes the 

ñarchitectural majesty and 

artistic splendourò of the 

present-day Nadur parish 

church that merited its 

promotion to collegiate status 

(1894) and the award of basilica honour (1967). Lazzaro Pisani created the 

vivid illustrations decorating ceiling and dome, showing episodes and aspects 

connected with the two patrons. 

 

 A second parish, smaller and more recent (with the name shown 

separately in the 1900 electoral register), has St Paul ï in his Shipwreck - as 

patron. The Munxar titular statue, included in a 2008 set, led to an article in 

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 

Lazzaro Pisani and his masterpiece 
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Newsletter 35 ï and I neednôt add anything to what Alfred Grech wrote! 

 

 There is another locality with a church dedicated to St Paul: Marsalforn, 

which is however not an independent parish, as explained in a Newsletter 40 

article. The church of St Paulôs Shipwreck - but where the titular feast is on his 

Conversion (in January) - recently received much restoration.  

The titular painting, the work of Salvatore Bonnici, puts the miracle of the viper 

as the focal point (more emphatically than the others in our islands). Critics have 
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  described the execution as intelligent and the message conveyance as brilliant. 

 Famous French artist Jean Pierre Louis Laurent Ho¿el, in his 1787 

travelogue Voyage pittoresque des ´les de Sicile, de Malte et de Lipari, referred 

to a tradition connected with St Paul in Gozo and called this place Bay of St 

Paul. In fact a still-current ñlegendò states that the church was originally built on 

the site visited by the Apostle himself. 

 Historical records refer to various Pauline chapels in Gozo but no other 

still exists. However I can mention a ŧebbuǣ chapel ï with a Marian title - run 

by the Missionary Society of St Paul. Finally one should not  ignore the various 

niches around the island ï and the other images of St Paul in quite a few places 

of worship. Probably the most curious and interesting outside statue is the one 

found just behind the Xewkija Parish 

Rotunda, The life-size statue of the 

Apostle 

stands 

on a tall 

stone 

pedestal 

on 

which there is an inscription in Maltese stating that 

óAccording to tradition from 

this place our fathers heard, 

beleived and kept the word 

of our father Saint Paulô.  

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 
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Local authorities are 
responsible for house 
numbering, but the 
Post Office has a great 

interest in house numbers because it makes the job of 
delivering  letters and parcels so much easier.  
 Before house numbers, businesses used               
illustrated signs to show people where they were. 
However, when posting, one had to rely on describing 
the address as clearly as possible. The need for house 
numbers became increasingly obvious: an early         
recorded numbered street was Prescot Street in Good-
manôs Fields London) in 1708. By the end of the cen-
tury, the numbering of houses had become well estab-
lished - on the consecutive, rather than the odd and 
even, principle. 
 None of this was actually regulated and               
numbering systems varied even in the same street! For 
example, Craven Street in the Strand had three sets of 
numbers round about 1780. Street names themselves 
were confusing: in 1853 London had 25 each Albert 
and Victoria Streets (other multiple names were 35 
King, 27 Queen, 22 Princess and 17 Duke Streets). 

There were irregularities    everywhere, and the naming of streets ï or parts - was 
left to the whim of the owner. Just imagine the difficulties for the postmen trying 
to deliver letters! 
It didnôt help that there was also no standard way of addressing a letter ï look at 

this example: To my sister Jean Up the Canongate, Down a Close, 
Edinburgh. She has a wooden leg. 
 Postmenôs rules included the instruction to make every effort to find the 

correct address by asking people on 
their route. When delivery was not     
possible, letters were returned to the 
óDead Letter Officeô; here employees 
would try to decipher what was written 
and thus be able to find the correct           
address. This still occurs today, possi-
bly using more modern means. 
 There was no regulation of house 
numbers until the 1855 Metropolitan 

Management Act through which naming and numbering 
of streets and houses became the responsibility of a new 

LONDON HOUSE NUMBERING 
AND SO ONéééMary Grace Xerri 

Envelope showing address with 
no house number, 21 February 

1848 (2019-0043/1) 

óLondon Postman 1830ô oil 
painting by artist W Nunn, 
after G Welch, 1897                    
(2004-0179) 
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Board. Under pressure from the Post Office, the 
Board started work on simplification of names by 
working through a Post Office list of the most 
confusing. 
 Obviously, public resistance to these 
changes was not lacking but it is calculated that, 
by 1871, almost five thousand street names and a 
hundred thousand house numbers had been al-
tered in London. The whole mammoth task took 
long decades (due also to various streets still    
having the same name). However not everyone 
concurred, as reported by postal reformer            
Rowland Hill: 

óI observed a brass number 95 on the 
door, the houses on each side being         
numbered respectively 14 and 16. A   

woman came to the door, when I request-
ed to be informed why 95 should appear between 14 and 16; she 
said it was the number of a house she formerly lived at in another 
street, and the brass plate being a very good one, she thought it 

would do for her 
present                  
residenceô. 
The Post  Office 
certainly still tries to 
persuade people to 
address their post                 
correctly, often          
running publicity 
campaigns over the 
years ï also through 
posters and leaflets.  
The 1840 postal re-
forms, aided by the 
rapid growth of Lon-
donôs        popula-
tion, had  obviously 
led to a greater vol-
ume of letters. To 
accelerate London 
mail delivery, the 
same Sir Rowland 

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 

Oxford ï Postman on deliv-
eryô photograph, 1936                                
(POST 118/552) 

 Poster, 1961 by artist John Nash (POST 110/2615) 
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Hill had proposed      
dividing the capital into 
ten separate postal      
districts denoted by the 
compass  points ï with 
an office established for 
each. Besides EC 
(Eastern Central) and 
WC (Western Central), 
they were NW, N, NE, 
E, SE, S, SW, and W - 
all   contained within a    
radius of twelve miles 
from central London. 
The public were asked 
to add the districtsô ini-
tials to the end of an 

address. 
 The scheme               
accelerated the            

circulation of Londonôs 
mail: local letters could now be sorted in the local office instead of having to be 
taken to the Chief Office in the centre of London. Following a     report by      
novelist Anthony Trollope (as Post Surveyor), NE was merged with E and S 

was divided between SE and SW. 

 poster, May 1960 by artist Peter Edwards (POST 110/2603) 

Poster advertising the benefits 
of correct addressing, by artist 
Harry Stevens, 1970                       
(POST 110/0014) 

POST 110/3202. Poster promoting the use of 
postal district numbers. Designed by Frank 
Newbould & printed by Jordison & Co. Ltd  

GOZO  PHILATELIC  SOCIETY  NEWSLETTER 
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 London 
was followed by 
other large towns, 
including Liver-
pool, Manchester, 
Dublin, Sheffield, 
Birmingham, 
Bristol,         
Edinburgh,  

Glasgow, Leeds, 
Newcastle and 
Brighton. 

 The initial of the 
town name was 

used,  followed by a number to indicate the geographical district. During the 
First World War, the London system was further refined by dividing the                     
districts into sub-districts (each given a serial number). These were introduced 
to assist temporary sorters, with less knowledge of the districts than the longer 
serving staff who had joined the armed services. By well before WW2, 
numerous local authorities appreciated the need to help districting; for example, 
Glasgow and Leeds replaced all street signs with ones bearing the numbers. 
with acknowledgemnts to  wwwpostalmuseum.org 

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 

POST110/6043. Norwich and Postal Coding Leaflet 

London Postal District Mapð1838  
POST 110//162.  
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NUMISMATIC Special (2) ANTOINE VASSALLO 

MALTA½S DECIMALS 
 Malta showed its 

first decimal coins on a 

set of eight stamps in 

1972 (George Pace was 

the official designer), 

with the face values of 

stamps corresponding 

with the denominations 

of coins represented. 

This resulted in the 

ñcheapestò decimal 

stamp of 2m ï which can be compared with the 

non-decimal farthing (which had last existed in 

the 1956 definitives). 

This was Maltaôs first coinage as an independent 

country. Our coins in fact began circulating 

exclusively as the sole legal tender. 

The eight subjects shown in obverse were: 

2m cross of Order (or Maltese Cross);  

3m bee on honeycomb design; 

5m clay imnara (oil lamp carrier) in shape of stylized human figure; 

1c George Cross; 

2c classical helmeted female head from a fountain in Valletta Magistral Palace 

 yard;  

5c elaborately carved and decorated stone altar from Ǩaǣar Qim; 

10c Grand Master Emmanuel de Rohanôs ceremonial galleon; 

50c Antonio Sciortinoôs Great Siege monument in Valletta.  

Hand painted and signed FDC by designer George Pace 
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Additionally, all had two dolphins on either side. 

The reverse on all denominations showed a broken wreath of vine leaves (with 

the figure of value in the centre ï and CENTS/MILS). 

The coins, struck at the Royal Mint in Wales, were engraved by Christopher 

Ironside (who also  designed the reverses of the first British decimals) partly 

adapted from original designs by Emvin Cremona. 

The three mils values were scalloped aluminium; the 1cent was non-milled 

bronze; the five others were cupro-nickel (with the highest value being an 

unusual non-milled ten-sided polygon and the rest with milled edge). 

The 5c and 10c were introduced on 28 March 1972 and the 50c on 22 April: 

possible since they had an exact equivalence in the ñoldò currency. The rest 

appeared on D-Day itself (16 May), when the stamps were issued too. 

Unsurprisingly, most of these particular subjects have featured on Maltese 

stamps over the years ï and this also applies to the other (second) series which 

began being issued in 1986.  

The flora and fauna chosen were: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This set, struck at Malta Mint, was designed and engraved by Noel Galea Bason. 

At first the common reverse was the 1975 national emblem, later changed to that 

of 1988. 

 The top value was nickel with lettered edge and the low was brass and 

nickel with plain edge. The other five were cupro-nickel: the first three with 

 

www.stamps-gozo.org GPS NEWS LETTER NO 83ð2/2021 
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milled edge, the 25c with beading on the edge and the 50c with a lettered edge. 

This and the 5c were later faceted to aid identification. 

These seven coins, as well as the three mils values from the first set, were 

featured on a miniature sheet designed by Frank Ancelleri issued on 31 

December 2007 for the end of the Maltese Lira. Additionally both sides of the 

LM1 were on the stamp (doubly labelled at LM1 and ú2.33, the official 

exchange rate). 

The next day a 

similar sheet 

appeared for the 

introduction of the 

Euro - but thatôs a 

story for another 

day! 

  

Up to 13 June 1920 in the United States of America you could ópostô 
a kid from the post office  by mail to a nominated address? The child 
being posted had to weigh not more than 50lb and sufficient postage 

stamps were to be affixed to his/her clothing. 
 

By  
Zachary 
Borg 

 
 

TWO 
1848 

LETTERS 
TO & 
FROM 
MALTA 

 
 

 In the 1800ôs such was small the amount of letters being delivered to/from Malta 
and Gozo and so few (very well known) people,  used to correspondence by mail that it 
was sufficient to write the name and village/town or just the country as an address? 

1848 Letter from Malta  to  
Teodoro Fini, Patras 

1848 Letter from Livorno to Giuseppe 
Sonniero, Malta 
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 The line is long, processional, glacial,  
and the attendant a giant stone, cobalt blue  
with flecks of white, Iôm not so much  
looking at a rock but a slab of night.  
The stone asks if anything inside the package  
is perishable. When I say no the stone  
laughs, muted thunderclap, meaning  
everything decays, not just fruit  
or cut flowers, but paper, ink, the CD  
I burned with music, and my friend  
waiting to hear the songs, some little joy  
after chemo eroded the tumor. I know flesh  
is temporary, and memory a tilting barn  
the elements dismantle nail by nail.  
I know the stone knows a millennia of rain  
and wind will even grind away  
his ragged face, and all of this slow erasing  
is just a prelude to when the swelling  
universe burns out, goes dark, holds  
nothing but black holes, the bones of  stars  
and planets, a vast silence. The stone  
is stone-faced. The stone asks how soon  
I want the package delivered. As fast  

as possible, I say, then start counting the days. 

 

É2011David Hernandez is the author of several 
collections of poetry. With humour and precision, 
his poems investigate the ordinary as it reckons with 
loss. 

At the Post Office  
by David Hernandez 


