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Like us on  



The Gozo Philatelic Society was founded on 3 September 1999  
for the promotion of the hobby, 

the provision of a point of reference and co-ordination.  
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�- Postcards issued by the GPS - 

Consecration of Bishop Anthony Teuma—175th Anniv.of St John Statue at Xewkija 
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AND FRIENDS WILL BE GIVEN  
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18 March  2020 Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, covers for the 
St Joseph statues stamps were not produced – against our 
normal practice. Moreover, office was kept closed for various 
weeks. 
29 May Because of the pandemic, issue 79 (also including a new 
series) distributed late. 
30 May Anthony Grech produces cover for Ta’ Pinu centenary 
handstamp. 
8 June  Anthony Grech produces cover for San �or� tal-�a�ar 
stamp. 
20 June Il-�a�ar GPS showcase focuses on San �or� tal-�a�ar 
stamp and E Caruana Dingli. 
22 June  Anthony Grech produces cover for Xewkija statue 
handstamp. 
 

Please note that our publications are included in M alta University’s 
External Research Collection and can be assessed on  https://

www.um.edu.mt/library/oar/handle/123456789/24814  
 
#79 errata: 
The “AGM Report” on page 6 was, of course, the report presented 
by the Secretary during the AGM. 
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 Stamp, coin and other similar col-
lections are ideal hobbies for those who 
are keen on 
culture and history. Both the younger gen-
eration and the senior citizens are attract-
ed 
towards some form of collection as a pas-
time. The necessities of collectors can be 
wide ranging. The Diocese of Gozo felt 
that these needs should be catered for. 
 An opportunity arose when the 
Sliema Stamp Shop became available and 
the Administrative Secretary at Curia 

agreed that GC Company Ltd should acquire the business in the hope of being in a 
position to satisfy the needs of collectors. 
Volunteers from The Gozo Philatelic Society sorted and organised the stocks ac-
quired and helped in the set up. 
GC recently opened a shop in De Soldanis Street., Victoria and engaged an ex 
MaltaPost 
Counter assistant to run this shop. In addition to stamps, coins and accessories for 
hobbies, the company directors have reserved a section of the shop for the retail of 
Religious books and gifts. 
The current opening hours are: 
Mondays: 14:45 to 18:45 
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays and Saturdays: 8:45 to 12:45 
Wednesday: Closed 
 The shop stocks a wide range of items from renowned companies like Davo, 
Marini,Lighthouse, Prinz and Abafil amongst others. The shop also caters for indi-
vidual collectors’ requirements so as to render a good service to its estimated clien-
tele. GC Co. Ltd has acquired and retained the 
rights over the JB logo, catalogues, stamp albums 
etc. in the hope that all publications done previous-
ly will be contained in the future. 
 Among items stocked, one can find stamp 
stock and albums, binders, stock sheets, a wide 
range of mounts and hinges, FDC binders, wide 
selection of FDCs, folders, Presentation Packs, 
mint and used stamps. In the Coin section one can 
find albums, binders, sheets, trays etc. 
A vast range of books mainly published by Lumen 
Christi bookshop are also available. 
All collectors are cordially invited to visit this shop 
and view in person this new collectors’ outlet. 

The editor 
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 It has become quite common for additional materials to be added to 
stamps. I give five examples, with the intention of continuing in a later 
instalment.  
I begin with stone – obviously not huge slabs! 

 In 2008 the Åland Islands celebrated 
successful rally driver Marcus Grônholm with a 
stamp designed by Cecilia Mattsson. It shows a 
gravel road, together with the profiles of both 
Marcus and his trainer (Christoph Treier). The little 
pieces of red granite were attached through 
thermography (by Österreichische Staatsdruckerei, 
the Austrian state printers). 

 

 In 2010 Morocco commemorated the 35th Anniversary of the Green 
March through two stamps within a miniature sheet designed by M Ghassane 
and printed by Österreichische Staatsdruckerei. Sand from the Sahara desert 
was affixed to each stamp and to the sheet itself (sealed in by a varnish overlay). 
The Green March was a mass demonstration coordinated by the Moroccan gov-
ernment in November 1975 to force Spain to hand over the disputed Spanish 
Sahara to Morocco. Probably illegitimate stamps ("République Sahraoui", 
"Saharan Republic" and "Sahara Occ. R.A.S.D") exist relating to this disputed 
area. 
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 In 2007 Thailand offered a set of 
four stamps (also collected within a min-
iature sheet) showing views of Pa Hin 
Ngam National Park (in Chaiyaphum 
Province) which is especially noted for 
strange rock formations created through 
erosion. In fact hin ngam simply means 
“beautiful stone”!  The stamps (designed 
by Sawas Poonsawat and printed by Car-
tor) have little pieces of rock affixed to 

each by thermography.   

 In 2002 Gibraltar  issued four se-tenant stamps showing different views 
of the Rock (by Anselmo Torres): from the North, South, East and West 
respectively. Cartor Security used thermography to sinter to the paper surface 
crushed particles from the Rock of Gibraltar itself. This set has been described 
as the world’s first ever with actual rock, incorporated within the Gibraltar 
images where there is rock showing in the photo. The selected areas are printed 
with inks which do not contain “hardeners” so that they remain wet during the 
application of the powdered limestone. This was sourced by boring, accessed 
through World War II tunnels. 

 In 2010 South 
Africa  produced a set 
of ten stamps (designed 
by Susan Eve Woolf) 
showing Taxi Hand 
Signs. They were print-
ed as a setenant 
sheetlet, with traces of 

powdered limestone affixed. Moreover they had raised designs to help the 
blind  learn the signals.  
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