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@y s it really true that... (5)
g

A STAMP COLLECTION SAVED A
FAMILY IN NAZI GERMANY

Born in February 1901 in Ribnitz, Max Lichenheim was 7 years old
when his collector father gave him a cigar box filled with stamps. Just two years
later, the youngster had more than 1,000 stamps from around the world and
eventually inherited his father's extensive collection. Stamps would in fact save his
family's life in their flight from Nazi Germany!

He studied law and in 1932 passed his bar examination. The next year he married
Margaret Lindenberg. Six years his junior, she began cutting out every foreign
stamp that crossed her desk as soon as they first met. They moved to the resort town
of Brunshaupten along the Baltic Sea coast. There the young attorney opened his
practice and the newlyweds envisioned a full and happy life.

But Adolf Hitler became chancellor and head of the German
government. Jewish-owned stores were boycotted; Jewish

doctors, lawyers, and civil servants were forbidden to practice.
Max's law sign was destroyed and he was forced to close his
practice. Facing an uncertain future, they opened a small
tobacco shop to make ends meet and lived in constant fear.

In November 1938, their lives were threatened. During the two-day Kristallnacht
("Night of Glass", a state-sanctioned violent attack against Jewish communities),
stormtroopers ransacked thousands of Jewish-owned businesses and homes. They
set fire to synagogues and deported thousands to concentration camps.

Max was picked up and taken into Schutzhafi ("protective custody") at Altstrelitz.
Many incarcerated Jews were then sent to Dachau or Buchenwald but he was
fortunate: imprisoned for nearly four months, he was permitted to write letters and
Margaret was allowed to visit him once.

Nazi policy still encouraged Jewish emigration then: an aunt in Berlin procured his
release by providing proof of passage on a ship out of Germany. Margaret showed
the ticket and Max was released. He sold parts of his valuable foreign stamp
collection to buy Margaret a companion ticket to the open port city of Shanghai.
They packed under the eyes of the Gestapo, who tore open mattresses and smashed
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all the glass. Max's stamp collection, reported as "valueless" by a Nazi connoisseur
and friend, was sanctioned to leave Germany with him.

Carrying passports stamped with "J" for Jew, the Lichenheims visited Max's beloved
aunt on April 18, 1939. They then travelled to Munich to board the train to Genoa,
Italy. Margaret recalled: "We were free human beings; I remember eating ice
cream!" After spending a restless night in a cheap room at the harbour, they joined
hundreds of other Jewish refugees onboard the Italian liner Guilio Cesare. The
"refugee ship of the East" sailed to Shanghai, a 25-day voyage, free from Nazi
tyranny.

Shanghai, with a population of three million, was
home to a small affluent Jewish community that
immigrated in the mid nineteenth century. By the
late 1930s, the Chinese city was host to more than
22,000 Jewish refugees.

i A
u‘ﬁ) Cesare

The new arrivals were put on trucks and taken to a

primitive building with hundreds of bunk beds. Arriving penniless, they relied on
Jewish organizations for food, housing and healthcare. Max sold more of his valued

stamp collection and the couple rented a room.

Margaret found office work in a German-owned firm. Sent to the firm's office in
Manchuria, the couple returned to Shanghai under Japanese occupation. Max sold
cigars, taught German and practiced law. Later the couple worked for the U.S. Air
Force and, in 1948, left for San Francisco and finally settled in Utah.

Until his death in 1982, Max's stamp business thrived in
downtown Salt Lake City. He was esteemed by the coun-
try's top stamp collectors and, at the same time, had an
impact on young people by talking not only about a
stamp's catalogue value, but also explaining its history and
origin. No wonder they got hooked!

Margaret held various office jobs

%?ﬁ%ﬁaﬂc{f‘gggé until her retirement in 1967 but

emeritus director, Utah | remained active in  voluntary

Museum of Natural Ea ; :
History. organizations; she died in 2002,

acknowledgents to aged 94.

WWW. Q/@HS/(’]J/]L’I?& com
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Promoting Gozo through Philately

Even a Cemetery can be French!

(Antoine Vassallo)

:@ﬁaltc{ and H]eﬂéngcume waneseﬁma

Representing the Angevin and
Aragonese Period, the 50cent stamp in the 2009 Heritage definitives shows a stone
tablet carved with a shield from Victoria’s “French Cemetery”.

Situated in St Augustine or Tomb Square, this site now houses the Don Bosco
Oratory (with its football pitch) and the Gozo Headquarters of the Legion of Mary.

According to the eighteenth century De Soldanis in his Gozo Antico Moderno e
Sacro Profano, there were as many as ten chapels within its grounds. He refers to
the buried as members of the nobility or having high ecclesiastical or military/civil
status. He even supposes that they actually included saints. He continues that the big
number of sculpted tombstones - though bereft of wording - have enough symbols to
confirm this identification.

Complaining strongly of the general
disrepair, he accuses intruders of having
stolen the majority of these precious slabs
as building material!

This first historian of Gozo quotes some
previous authors in reference to this
cemetery, including the then Bishop of
Malta Paul Alpheran de Bussan. After
reflection, he then concludes that the dead
were important Frenchmen such
as Archbishops and Princes.

He continues by recounting the story of
Saint King Louis IX who in 1270 embarked on a voyage to Tunis to combat the
“Turks” (or Ottomans), accompanied by soldiers and priests. However illness and
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the weather led to disaster, with the dead being buried in Sicily and Gozo (under the

French realm in those days).  Since they were
hailed as  martyrs, devotion by the locals
rapidly developed.

This important manuscript (a copy of which

is now housed in the
Vajringa Street a few

Gozo Public Library sited in
metres away) continues with

descriptions of what remained in the canon’s time.
He finally notes that an Englishman (a certain Mr
“Antoniol”), passing through after years of
studying Eastern monuments, informed him

in numerous
cities (for example
Laryssa and
neighbours of Athens
and Ephesus).

The translator of the
Maltese edition
(published with the
strong support of Sir
Harry Luke after the
Second World War),
Mgr Farrugia Gioioso,
adds a footnote that

tablets

the contemporary cemetery rector (Fr - later Mgr -
John Grech, my mother’s uncle) collected enough funds to be able to rebuild the

boundary wall.

that he had seen similiar

Unfortunately one can now see just a street
name! However, to conclude
on a positive note, a few of
these tombstones are now
“defended” n state

institutions.

Museum of Archaeology
Victoria, Gozo.
Photos by A. Grech
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S Pt AR PHILATELIC CENTENNIALS
: l ( { aaj glances — and longer looks — at
AT

3 events from a hundred years ago
%ﬂ"‘ ; 15 - Gosh! Smaller than Gozo!? (1916)

Nauru (also known as Pleasant Island) is an isolated Central Pacific

island ~ famous  for its phosphate deposits.
Unfortunately the remaining resources no longer seem
economically  viable  for o™ extraction, meaning that
the Nauruans depend on A = substantial Australian
financial aid.

Though discovered at the end of the eighteenth
century by the Royal Navy’s Captain Fearn, it was
annexed by Germany late in the : nineteenth and administered
as part of the Marshall Islands. The first post office appeared in 1905

when  Marschall-Inseln  stamps  were

released.

REPUBLC OF <)

NAURU = Lo % (§ It was captured in September 1914 by
. e Australia (during WW1) and a temporary

British mandate was granted. This

development resulted in the first Nauru

O e R R e o stamps: overprinted 1912 King George V

definitives from October 1916.

On invasion, remaining stocks of German stamps had been sent to New Guinea
for overprinting but the venture was not followed through and “North West
Pacific Islands” Australia overprints were used temporarily.

In the meantime, this 21-square kilometre island became a League of Nations
mandate  administered ..
by  Australia, New f N
Zealand and the United & H
Kingdom. However GB ([~
overprints remained in [jjEEs

use until 1924 when a

specific set was produced in Australia.

During World War II, Nauru was occupied by Japanese troops, who were
bypassed by the Allied
advance across the Pacific.
After the war ended, what was
to become the independent
Republic of Nauru (in 1968)
entered into UN trusteeship.
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WHO’S (&Was) WHO on Malta Stamps
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Antoine Vassallo

202 Sandra & George Ellul Sullivan, stamp designers, with

first in 1974

203 St Elmo_Sant lermu (early
fourth century martyr Erasmus of
Formia) 12¢ Monuments 1980

204 Elton John (born 1947 as Reginald §
Dwight) English entertainer MS 2003 !
205 St Emilie de Vialar (1797-
1856) French foundress 16¢ Edu-
cation 1997

206 Richard England (born
1937) Maltese architect, with first stamp design in

207 Blessed Nazju Falzon (1813-65) Maltese
catechist 2¢ Personalities 1988

208 Xandru Farrugia (1791-1871) Maltese statuary 19¢ St
Paul 2008

209 Dr Philip Farrugia Randon MOM (1949-) Maltese au-
thor and artist 37¢ Europa 2010

210 Antoine de_Favray (1706-98) French painter
who settled in Malta £1 Festivals 2004

211 Freddie Fenech, stamp designer, with first in

1988 Akt L
212  George Fenech (1926-2011) Maltese artist,
with first stamp design in 1977

213 Michelle Fenech 11¢ Children’s paintings 1979

214 Edward Fenech Adami (1934- ) Malta Prime
Minister and President 28¢ EU Accession 2004

215 Ludwig Flask, stamp designer, with first in

2000

first stamp design in 1935

217 Giovanni Battista_Foggini (1652 —1725) Italian

sculptor 7¢ Europa 1978
218 Raoul Follerau (1903-77) French philantropist 1987 CHS

271
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CELEBRITY PHILATELISTS

Antoine Vassallo highlights famous stampcollector

8: Top Australian
"Larger Than Life" really sums up Arthur Gray perfectly: a Philatelic Legend in

every sense of that word. Always the life of any party - and
the focus of attention in any stamp hall. Arthur left an
indelible impression on all who ever met him - indeed his
stamp research and exhibits touched thousands who never
met him. When he died in 2015, aged 75, many dealers and
collectors flew in to pay their last respects: the “best
attended funeral in Australian philatelic history”!

The last twenty years of his life had stamps as a dominant
and major factor - and he “lived the dream”: travelling the
world exhibiting, selling, buying and discussing stamps.

By 1999 Arthur had his successful business career largely
behind him - and in very good hands. The children were all

educated and independent and successful, and it was now
the hour for his stamp collections to blossom onto the global
stage.

Arthur began exhibiting very late and
was aged 60 when he won his first
serious level medal at "Australia 99".
Since then he won over thirty Large
Gold and Gold medals at world
exhibitions for wvarious Australian
Commonwealth exhibits. This is surely

an object lesson that starting later in
life can be done well - and successfully.

He had very humble beginnings - and his father worked for the Post Office.
Arthur had no airs and graces, with no time for fancy clothes or food; he never
became interested in the trappings of success.

His sparring with dealers over prices was absolutely legendary: no matter how
scarce or fine it was, Arthur would heap friendly scorn and derision on even a
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major rarity to offer half the asking price!

His “Kangaroos” Collection was sold in New York in 2007 for $A7.15 million -
a world record price for a 20th Century collection of anything philatelic, indeed
a world record price for a single stamp issue ever. The Harrison imprint block of
£1 Brown & Blue Roos set a then world record $A265,000. This occasion also
offered what has been described as the “finest stamp auction catalogue ever”.

Arthur was that he was always very keen to share his material and knowledge:
the details stored in his head (especially on his stamp areas)
was encyclopaedic.

Arthur was a born leader and could have risen to a high
rank very rapidly anywhere. He was popular with everyone
- and knew just how to get his way in every situation.
Arthur was keen on stamps to the very end. He attended the
Sydney Stamp Expo for several days (only a month before

$59,000 Official his death), despite being in less than perfect health. He was

even still buying major pieces there! And he succeeded in
exhibiting - and winning - posthumously since he had already registered
overseas!

with acknowledgents to www. glenstephens.com

lgmar s oraiopes| selvedge

' This  stamp  was
hinged, had a crease
and a toned perfora-
tion, but sold to vigor-
ous  bidding  for
$US138,000 =
$A176,930 to an Aus-
tralian dealer, buying
for a client. The esti-
mate was only
SUS50,000-$75,000.

Record breaking block
$US207,000 = $A265,395
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Second GPS Exibit at
—NM HEART OF

=-4GOZO

IL-HAGAR Louis Bonello

On the occasion of the AGM, a new exhibit
was set up by Anthony Grech in the GPS
showcase which became a permanent feature
in December 2015 on level -1 of this museum.
This time the theme was the Centennial of the
Migrant Incident which involved quite a few
personalities in 1916, including PM Billy
Hughes himself.

Besides various items cancelled with the
commemorative postmark, pride of place was
given to a photo showing some of the sugar
cane workers - highlighted on the poster itself.

A nineteenth century passpori - even though
not in perfect condition - attracted substantial
interest too. A contemporary concertina photo
album also received postive comments.

The then-current Malta King George V
definitive set was included, also because of a doube connection since the
designer was Australian artist Sir Bertram Mackennal.

Two write-ups, respectively about the historical background (published by
Fondazzjoni Ta’ Klula)and the international card venture with Canberra PS
(from our own Newsletter), filled up the rest of the space.
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The {JB}Catalogue '
B

of Malta Stamps

FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS.
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES.
INCLUDING THE I.B. 2014
CATALOGUE.
COINS AND MUCH MORE

TOGETHER WITH A
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER

Telephone; 21342189 /
Fax; 21346069.
P e-mail;
| sliemastampshop.ccm.mt .

22nd Edition ]B

91 Manwel Dimech
St., Sliema, Malta.
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