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CELEBRITY PHILATELISTS

Antoine Vassallo highlights famous stampcollectors

Colonial administrator connected with forgers?!
Sir Harry Luke (surname changed by deed poll from
Lukach) was a typical colonial officer who found
himself governing Malta because the two governors he
served under were often abroad. Luke was Lieutenant
Governor of Malta between 1930 and 1938, the
crowning of a lifetime serving the British Empire.

Malta then was in the throes of a national controversy
between those who wanted to preserve Malta's link with Italy and the
Italian culture and those who wanted to replace that with the English
language and culture. As a result of the national controversy, the Maltese
Constitution was suspended in 1933 and the Legislature dissolved. It was
thus almost by stealth that Maltese was added as an official language to
[talian and English on 16 August 1934.

Sir Harry Luke loved going to Gozo
| (where he stayed in a friend’s Xlendi villa)
and was influential in the building of the
fl M ¥arr (original) breakwater. [
| He had De Soldanis’ Gozo § cuawpex
| translated and also restored | o

==}

" ’ Harbour before the build f'various buildings within the
garr naroour operore the building o Cittadella,

the first breakwater.

Unfortunately there is some l
evidence that the telephones of Italian sympathisers were e
tapped, possibly resulting to their later exile. Sir Harry was
intensely hated by them - and their
paper Malta rejoiced when he was appointed Fiji
Governor, even attacking him for his Jewish blood!
He did visit Malta and Gozo later but died in
Cyprus in 1969. Promoted Knight Commander of f=&s L. |
the Order of St Michael and St George in 1939, he —

also was an Oxford DLitt and a Malta honorary LLD. He published over fifty
books, mainly about
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the places in which he served (including “Malta, an account and an appreciation”).
While on Fiji duty, he got embroiled in a philatelic intervention. The set issued by
Fiji from 1938 is notorious for three design peculiarities. The 1%d showed a canoe
in the middle of a lagoon without anyone sailing it; the 2d and 6d omitted the '180°'
which should have appeared by the relevant
longitude meridian and the 5d featured sugar cane
plants in a strange shade of blue. As a keen
philatelist, he was responsible - at least in part - for
== the quite rapid corrections. A man appeared in the
i canoe, the '180°' was added on both and the cane got
a more appropriate green colour. Thus four scarce
# stamps were created for collectors to hunt!

. Actually his various experiences were generally
M “  found useful in the furthering of his philatelic interests. It is
' p argued that he was the force behind both the Cyprus and Malta
5 ' definitives in 1938. In Fiji, he insisted for the Postage Dues in
: = 1940 - as well as those for Gilbert & Ellice and Solomons.
Despite a major disagreement with the Postmaster General, he succeeded in having a
1940 Fiji 2'4d surcharge. Luke himself claimed that the last stamp he was involved
in was the 1942 British Solomon Islands 10/-, being especially proud of
the colours he chose. On the other hand, he did not hide the fact that the
1938 Malta 6d was not so successful in this respect!
Sir Harry, while British Council head in Port of Spain, was also
involved in the design of the criticized 1946 Jamaica New Constitution T
set. Without being officially credited, he most probably had a hand in f f SR
numerous other West Indies issues - such as Antigua, Bahamas,
Barbados and Montserrat. The 1940 Pitcairn definitives came under his jurisdiction
and, to raise revenue, he created their stamp booklets.
Unfortunately, his philatelic interest may have led him into a
serious error of judgement. In fact an Italian air raid destroyed
the property he had left stored in Malta - including the library
_and substantial parts of his stamp collection. And he
| attempted replacement. Mint material was not difficult
to acquire through the Crown Agents and other contacts
| (such as Governors). But he was interested in used stamps
m | and a recent colonial directive emphasized that “obsolete”
~ d items could no longer be postmarked. There is strong
circumstantial evidence that Luke had relationships with quite a number of
individuals who could “produce” philatelic devices, including overprints.
But such a short article cannot “do justice” to this playboy personality who even had
a special yacht built to cater for his continuous travels after leaving Malta.
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Anthony Grech
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Based mainly on Stanley Gibbons Catalogues.
Abbreviations; Op.=Overprint or Overprinted.
Ins.= Inscribed

Prot=Protectorate

2

ALBANIA
ALBANIA ALBANIA GERMAN
OWN ITALIAN OCCUPATIN
ISSUES OCCUPATION [|| Op- Germany
1913 Op Italy Stamp Stamp
1939 1943

ALDERNEY
1983

ALGERIA

Op. France
Colonies Stamp

1924

ALGERIA
OWN ISSUES
1926

FOSTES

ANDORRA
ALENSTEIN ALSACE Op. France Colonies
Op Germany & Stamp
Stamp LORRAINE 1931
1920 1870
ANDORRA ANGOLA
OWN Inscribed
ISSUES Portugal Stamp.
1932 1870
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ANGOLA ANGRA ANGUILLA
OWN ISSUES Ins. Portugal OWN ISSUES
1948 Stamp ANGUILLA 1967

1892 Op. St Kitts-Nevis

y, = )3:
1 REPUBLIDUE-FRANCAISE

ANNAM &
ANJOUAN TONGKING ANTGUA
Ins. France Op. France 1862 ANTIOQUIA
Colonies Stamp Colonies Stamp 1868
1892 1888

e
5

ARBE

B Fiume ARMENIA ARMENIA
Stamp ARGENTINA || || Srg. Russia Stamp OWN ISSUES
1920 1858 1919 1921
Arul P A ASCENSION
- . 1924
T o5l 19
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An ideal Christmas present for

you or for someone special.
UK collection complete unmounted mint from
decimalisation to 2000 all housed in 4 DAVO
albums. Including whole collection of booklets.
Some toning in stamps.

Large number of Malta first day covers and other philatelic material

Prices negotiable. Please contact Michael Refalo. Email refalom@gmail.com

MITSER «pOMSKILLIOUS MUSEUM OF TOYS”
10 Gnien Xibla Street Xaghra Gozo, has a
wide collection of toys from the
main producing countries as early
as from 1790’s to 1950°s.
OPEN DURING DECEMBER
SATURDAYS ONLY

from 10.30am to 1pm.
sueandedwin@gmail.com
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Is it really true that... (4)

a Gibraltar stamp included over 2000 words?!
The Gibraltar Philatelic Bureau, in close cooperation with Maverick

Antoine Vassallo

Advertising & Design Ltd, issued a set of 5 stamps commemorating
the 75th Anniversary in 2014 of the Evacuation of the civilian population of
Gibraltar.

The £2 stamp set a new philatelic record for ‘most words on a postage stamp’ with a
total of 2,183 legible words!
Thanks to an innovative micro
printing technique, Gibraltar
once again went a step forward
in stamp production.

WAL HECH The words were fitted inside a

The £2 stamp has seta 3 : o o o
record for ‘Most il 40 x 32mm stamp, explaining in

beciefabl s o) : ] 4
2,165 lagible words! ¥ ' = - | detail the history of the

evacuation during World War
II. There was a fear that, if Nazi Germany and its allies took Gibraltar and the strait,
there would have been catastrophic consequences. Churchill himself
described ‘Operation Torch’ (the attack on French North Africa) as the ‘Hinge of
Fate’. And to accommodate the influx of military personnel required to reinforce the
Rock, it was decided that 16,000 civilians who were not deemed essential to its

defence, should be evacuated.
Within a matter of weeks over 70% of the total

population of Gibraltar was evacuated to French
Morocco. Gibraltar’s women, children, elderly and
infirm, were torn apart from husbands, fathers, and
sons in a time of intense danger. They accepted that
hardship with immense courage and as an act of duty
and loyalty to Britain - one of the few yet untold
stories of the Second World War!

featured historic photographs from the local archives. The world record
breaking stamp showed the Gibraltar Evacuees Memorial sculpture (at
Waterport Road).
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THE 5/- STAMP OF QUEEN VICTORIA

The Maltese Government requested that the high value stamp was to be a
“distinctive design which should be larger than those already supplied, clearly
exhibiting the Cross of Malta”

Die proof in Black  gpECIMEN of
on glazed card of the 5/- stamp
5/- stamp Rose

(Certificate at the

Pale Rose & Rose Carmine

1886
Watermark Crown CC
Perforation 14 (comb)
Sheets contained 10 rows of 12 stamps.
Two lots of 125 sheets were ordered
(125 on 23/9/1885 and another 125
sheets on 22/4/86)

1910 registered ‘OHMS’ envelope
franked 5/-adhesive tied with Malt:
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 MORE ITEMS FROM THE

Donated to the Gozo Phllatehc Soclety |
by | Mr & Mrs Wolfgang and Christa Juncke \

MALTA

"MALTA / PAID" handstamps

Entire letter from Alex Webster at Malta dated 8th August, 1855 to Leghorn and apparently sent via Marseilles.
ThequpomnMinMduwkb:heSOmmdhm&c"M&LTA/PAm"doubleehclehnndtnmp(tweMPC-lb)
of "AU 10 / 1855" and at Leghorn on 20th August, 1855, Alex Web was app ly a ship's captain and his

to the owners are blunt and to the point:

"Malta 8th Aug 1855
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'Entire_: letter (from the Fitzgeraild law correspondence) , sent from The Palace,, Valletta
on 2 January 1848 to London, where it was postmarked twice on arrival 14, January
1848. The front was postmarked with the "MALTA/PAID” handstamp type MPC la

with the date shewn in error as *JY 4’ (July 4)-instead of ‘JA 4’ (January 4.) -

Penimsular and @viental $team Navigation Company,
N N? 47’-
-/%@% 2 f A
. RECEIVED /Mg& é{_{ //tv-mrv’ A ;/
%i s /Z} ok el

///nz/a(r//
N e arrrse / ‘// %, iliaere W
3 7 /= t// v TR 5 Y 72
2 %& RS

L v i et
Lon /nﬂ/ﬂu/w Lo N-,ém -4// sy s / ///:ﬁ
Lo, / 3 / ’ “,‘,, ,’,/

et ///I(A- /ﬂ/
7
weabe of .-./n/ nd

wdoekod o -7r1/rl

A P&O receipt from the same correspondence given to the Governor of Malta for a
box of oranges shipped to Southampton per steamer ‘Erin’, dated 24 January 1848.
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s / sheetlets stamps packaged to be convenien [
on to post offices i
repair on the plate or cylinder

!\\50“ pEfUSEE Retour a l'expedéditeur “return to sender ” in Fre
~~ /"= Return address details of sender written on uppe

:/,: 20 = f* of letter so that it can be returned if undeliverable

FET0 Tom M‘*"m Returned letter office where undelivered mail is
stamp label affixed on undeliverable mail
mail item returned to sender
sian POs in Crete
pn French island in the Indian Ocean with own sta
some just surcharged on France)

ity with local stamps during Spanish Civil War
Labels affixed on envelopes which have previousl
gummed)
1 label to prepay charges to have mail sent by rocke
g a rocket or a connected theme
local stamps during Spanish Civil War
ty with local stamps during Spanish Civil War
es for Aegean island of Rhodes 1912-35
schki) city in Lithuania with overprinted stamps by
military authorities in 1941
. 1 Roll a coil of stamps (US)
Rolled Gum applied to paper by a machine




local stamps during Spanish Civil War
n Company for Steam Shipping and Trade
ith local stamps during Spanish Civil War
es city with local stamps during Spanish Civil We
es de Llobregat city with local stamps during Spa
SS Dependency in Antarctica with own stamps fro
ija = Russia
syeny town in Lithuania with 1919 local provisio
tov city in Russia, with local surcharges 1871-91a
ary cancel cancellation die mounted on a revolvi
ation applied by perforating wheels that rotate on
amps printed from curved plates (as compared to
on a flat bed press)
photogravure
anean island (Arwad) off Syria with French PO ir
ation consisting of short holes)
omania
astern Roumelia
he Ukraine, with local overprint 1993

E @ E E I ﬂ I EM the stamps running horizon
— — i i sheet
@t i A @ . . Royal Mail Postage Labels = F

used in UK 1984 85
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I’'m a stamp

no, I didn’t say “I’'m just a stamp”,
or “I’m but a stamp”
but [ am a stamp
a postage stamp, that is;
unique and proud, in my own class,
for I’ve carried queens and kings and emperors
(I still do)
and I carry Presidents and Poets and Rock Kings
and Pop Kings
and Musicians and Legends and Heroes
and old dames who’ve dedicated their lives to others

STAMP

2w v

I’ve borne with no complaints

the weight of genius

and soldiers and founders of nations

and martyrs; and I do not discriminate

and with like gusto and colour

I’ve carried tyrants and murderers and charlatans
and once-were-legends now the shamed;

and look, I can encompass the universe

and within the shapes formed by my perforations
I’ve held together flowers and birds

and all wonders of nature

I am each a poem, a work of art

I’'m a stamp

no, [ didn’t say “I’m just a stamp”,

or “I’m but a stamp”

(What? You heard me the first time, did you?
Well, I’1l say it again for emphasis!)

but [ am a stamp in my own right, unique and proud

though, I acknowledge,

the image of Royalty or Heroism or Greatness has
not saved me from various knocks and hard presses
and the rubbish bin!

But then, so have mighty royal heads rolled!

but look, hee, heee, heee

I can be absolutely adorable,

and I just love, love it when you lick me;

and often too

I’'m a collector’s item

increasing in value, and even with artistic merit -
though no doubt, there are countless with no idea
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of how so darling precious I am
which is [ why

I say proudly again:

I’'m a stamp

no, I didn’t say “I’m just a stamp”,
or “I’m but a stamp”

(And what? Why do I repeat myself?
Well, there are thousands of copies
of one issue, aren’t there?)

but [ am a stamp in my own right, unique and proud
and I’ve created worlds all of my own
with pen pals and commerce

and industries and clubs round me;

and [’m not alone, you know,
well-supported by relatives

like prepaid postal envelopes, post cards,
letter cards, aerogrammes

all of us served loyally

by unquestioning Gurkha-style postmen and women;
and I’ve brought hearts and minds together

and [ do it in a day or days and or weeks

and if I feel like it, I even arrive decades later!

and there’s nothing you can do about it!

And oh yes, I can see, you’re prone to neglecting me
you ungrateful scoundrels!

first replacing me with cold

Franking Machines

and cheap, unimpressive, unimaginative franking marks
and with postage meters

imprinting an indicia

and all of you now

deriding my world as snail pace

in your world of instant e mails

but I persist, and I still am of much use

for - listen carefully

and I say proudly again:

I’'m a stamp

no, I didn’t say “I’m just a stamp”,

or “I’m but a stamp”

but [ am a stamp in my own right, unique and
proud;

and if you, once in a while,

want to show me your loyalty

come to a local post office and lick my royal butt!
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ISLAND ) 4%
TECH

Call Manuel Grech Tel. 21566777
Mo0b.99206525

E-mail: mangrech@maltanet.net

TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN
VICTORIA
GOZO.

We offer: Network & Accessories. f W

Cartridge and toner refill
& a variety of Computer & Laptop Systems

problems?
Don’t worry.
We will find

a solution.

31



GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

The Catalogue

of Malta Stamps
and Postal Hi

FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES.
INCLUDING THE J.B. 2014
CATALOGUE.
COINS AND MUCH MORE

-
()
=
%
2
O
=
0

TOGETHER WITH A
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER

The New Edition is now on sale.

Telephone; 21342189 / Fax; 21346069.

e-mail; sliemastampshop.com.mt www:sliemastampshop.com.mt.
- "
SLIEMA STAMP SHOP.

91 Manwel Dimech St.,
Sliema, Malta.

Jke gj feilatelist s ﬂfarm[i'we




