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Philatelic What & Where (3) 
current stamp issuing entities are listed in block capitals 

Antaine Vassalla 
Readers are invited to suggest additions. 

cant/ram issue 59 
Reconstruction = plating. 
Recorded Delivery - mail with a receipt given to the sender. 
Recut - unhardened printing plate that has been retouched. 

Red Cross Message - scheme operated out of Switzerland for the 
186} exchange of mail between persons living on opposing sides during 

:1 i I WW2. 
-'i.ii- Red Cross Stamps - commemorate the Red Cross and/or bear a 

. - premium in its aid. 
RE1)()NDA 

6()c Redonda - Dependency of Antigua with own stamps 1979-91 
Redrawn - a design with a difference in some detail from a previ­
ous stamp. 
Reel-fed - printed by presses using continuous reels of paper. 

[ "" "ul Re-engrave - remake all or a portion of a printing plate or die by 
making additions or corrections without significantly changing it. 

Re-entry - doubling or thinning of portions of the design of a line-engraved stamp 
caused by the impression having been entered more than once on the plate 

II!!. :::: 
. of a postal administration (e.g. those - now officially called "Country" -
.'_ issued by Great Britain for England, Guel11sey, Isle of Man, Jersey, 

Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales) 
r-I ------..',--------,1 Registered envelope - a form of postal stationery consisting 

___ 

of a strong envelope (distinguished by crossed blue lines) 
with an imprinted stamp used for sending registered mail. 
Registered mail - mail with a numbered receipt that is 
signed by each postal employee as it is handled during proc-
essing 

Register mark - any marking that is put on the sheet margin for the exact adjust-
VAL'-ETTA ment of the perforations of the sheet in the production process. 
o (09T';>7 5 Registration label - numbered label that indicates the registration 

------_--' number and the office of origin for registered articles. 
Registration stamps - stamps issued for the payment li;;i1 

of registration fees exclusively. 
Regular issue = defmitives. 
Regummed - stamp with artificial or fresh adhesive applied. 

20 



www.stamps-gozo.org April- June 2015 

Reichenberg-Maffersdorf - two cities in Czechoslovakia with 1938 overprinted 
stamps to commemorate union with Germany. 
Reichpost = Germany. 

Reichsmark - currency unit in Germany (divided into 
100 Reichpfennig). 
Reinosa - city with local stamps during Spanish Civil 
War. 
Reis - currency unit in Portuguese area . 
Reissue - official reprinting of a discontinued stamp. 

Release date - official date that the postal administration puts an item on sale 
Relief Printing - from raised type (or letterpress). 
Remailing - mail sent to another country with lower postage costs to be placed into 
international mail systems. 
Remainders - stamps remaining on hand at postal administration after the issue has 
been discontinued, sometimes later sold at a reduced price (in cancelled condition). 
Renecke - town in the Transvaal with local overprinted stamps in 1900 during South 
African war. 
Repaired - corrected flaw in printing. 
Repaired paper - paper from the beginning or end of rolls in rotary printing, joined 
together by overlapping. 
Repaired cover / stamp - patched to enhance appearance . 
Reperforated - stamp that has been perforated anew (to defraud collectors). 
Replica - stamp reproduction made as space filler. 
Reply coupon - see IRe. 
Reply paid - envelopes and postcards inscribed to permit recipient to reply without 
paying postage. 

, Reply postcard - two postcards joined together, one for original 
message and the other for recipient's reply. 
Repp Paper - has a fme ribbing on the surface. 
Reprint - stamp printed from the original plate after the issue has 
become obsolete, often with some distinguishing feature. 
Reproductions - stamps made from a new plate to imitate the 
original issue. 
Republican - refers to stamps during the Spanish 

'--------', Civil War 1936-39 ~ 
Requena-city with local stamps during Spanish Civil War. 
Reserve - auction term meaning that the seller has the right to with­
hold the article from sale if the highest bid does not meet his estimate ~ 
of what it should bring. 
Resetting - new arrangement of cliches in a plate. 
Resinised paper - made transparent by treatment with resin. 
Restricted - stamps that can only be used for a particular service (eg airmail). 
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FALSE 

TRU~ 
• 

Al1Ioine Vassallo 
-" - -. - --- - -

Is it really true that ... 
A schoolboy discovered the 

world's most expensive 
stamp? (2) 

Probably every stamp collector dreams of finding a stamp that turns out to be 
unique. In 1873 that dream became true for L. Vernon Vaughn, a 12-year-old 
Scottish schoolboy living with his family in the central American colony of 

British Guiana (now the independent Guyana). 
Whilst rummaging through some family papers 
looking for stamps to add to his collection, he 
discovered an unusual stamp: what turned out to 
be the sole surviving British Guiana 1 c Magenta. 
Unable to find any details for it in his stamp 
catalogue, he sold it a few weeks later to another 
collector for the "princely" sum of six shillings 
(less than a present-day euro). He surely didn't 
suspect that, less than 150 years later, this 
"rarest" stamp would become the most valuable 

VUVvl"'" I item by weight ever to be sold, realising almost 
ten million US dollars at a Sotheby's 2014 
auction in New York. The auctioneer noted that 
this made it "by size and weight, the most 
valuable single object", even though hardly in 
pristine condition! 
Count Philippe la Renotiere von Ferrary, perhaps 
the greatest stamp collector in history, had 
acquired it shOlily after it arrived in Europe in 
1878. His collection, donated to Berlin's 

p=============j' Postmuseum, was seized as part of the war 
Reverse I reparations due from Germany. Sold in 1922, this 

stamp set the world record when Arthur Hind outbid the collector-King George 
V - paying over seven thousand pounds. It was last owned by the eccentric John 
Du Pont (heir to the DuPont chemical fortune) who had paid another record­
breaking sum for a stamp in 1980: almost one million dollars; it was put up for 
sale after his death. The anonymous buyer agreed with the Smithsonian's 
National Postal Museum for permanent display there. 
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Even the story of how the stamp came to be is intriguing! Since storms had 
delayed the ships transporting the normal British Guiana stamps from London, in 
1856 the postmaster commissioned a contingency supply type-set at the Official 

Gazette by Georgetown' s Baum & Dallas. Printed in 
itS;a- black ink on magenta paper, it shows the image of a 

~1iIIIIM three-masted ship and the colony'S motto in Latin. 
"Damus Petimus Que Vicissim" (We give and expect 
in return) Actually the four cent value was included 
too but is "commoner". 
Interestingly, in 2013 a ,..---==----::;:,.....",---, 
"special" 1795 silver dollar 
became the most expensive 
coin at nine million dollars. ~ 

Stamps issued to honour the Unique British Guiana le Sta 

Miniature sheets honouring the auction of the unique British Guiana 1 cent 
Magenta when it was sold on 17 June 2014 for a record-breaking $9.5 million, 

making it the most expensive item in the world by weight 

As for other series, readers are invited to submit their own articles or even suggestions. 
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surname (except saints etc) but some cross-references 
iSltlhesives are not available, cancellations, handstamps and slogans 

First Day cancellations) are shown CHS. 

issue 51 I 
Chircop (J 933-) Maltese artist 35c Europa 1993 ~ ............................ 

128. Christ> Jesus Christ 

129. St Christopher (Christ-bearer) legendary saint - 7c Christmas 
1976 

130. Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965) British Prime Minister 
set 1966 

131. Vincenzo Ciappara (1890-1979) Maltese composer 1990 

!I""' '' ___ Daniel Cilia (1963- ) Gozitan photographer - Prehist 2007 

134. Sean Cini stamp designer, with first in 2010 

of Assisi (1194-1253) Poor Clares 

136. Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834) English poet 4c 

137. Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) Italian "discoverer" 
the American continent 35c Europa 1992. 

138. Nicolas Cotoner (1663-80) Spanish Grand Master of the 
~---- Order 2d Doctors 1964 



143. Marco Cremona (1951-) Maltese artist, with first stamp design in 

.....,."".------" 144. Ninu Cremona (1880-1972) Gozitan linguist and author 2012. 

145. Mgr Paul Cremona ( 1946- ) Arcbbishop of Malta 2007 conse-

Anastasju Cuschieri (1876-1962) Maltese 
10(: Personalities 1988 

~. ,~ ~ .;:!I 147. St Cyril "San Cir" (Rabat church) 39(: Chapels 2004 

148. Daniel Old Testament prophet 1990 

149. Dante Alighieri (cl265- 1321) Italian poet - Centenary 1965 

l ~l.JV. U"!JUllC Greek mythological figure 37(: Ceramics 2006 

151. Giuseppe D' Arena (1630-1719) Italian artist who settled in Malta - Ir.;;;_~~~ 
Christmas 1986 ~ 

152. Chev Corrado D' Arezzo (died 1782) 27(: Sedans 1997 

..., .. L.......... (1825-1909) Maltese statuary 15(: 

154. David Old Testament king 10(: Christmas 1992 

155. Godfrey de Bouillon (1060-1100) one of the First Crusade leaders 
1/6 Art Exhib 1970 

156. Valentin de Bou1ogne ( 1591 - 1632) French painter 5(: 
Europa 1975. I 

57. de Favray> Favray 
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Postal History 
Anthony Grech 

The First postal regulations on record were issued in the {j 
century AD by the Roman Imperial postal system. 

The First to use paper as writing material was by 
the Chinese in the second oentury BC. 
The First international post in the Middle Ages was the Metzger 
Post organised by the Guild of Butchers in Germany. 

The First stamp vending maohine attached 
to a pillar box was in Cannon Street Railway station Lon­
don in 1885. 

The First all mail train in the world was the London Bristol 
Special Mail on 1 February 1855 . 

~~ 

The First horse drawn carts for parcel delivery were 
introduced in the UK in 1887. 

The First horseless mail van was a steam driven ve­
hicle in UK 1897 

The First motor postbus was a 29 hp Daimler by the 
Bavarian post offioe on 1 June 1905. 

The First oarriage of mail by canal boat was in 
1540 in Holland. 
The First regular packet service was in 1633 
linking Dover and Calais. 
The First paddle steamship to carry mail was the 
Rob Roy in 1818. 
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IfJti8!S :r ' Fliimii The First steamboat to carry mail across the Atlantic was 
the SS Royal William in 1833 . 

. ~~ The First time that mail was sorted 
:.;::::.::;: ~ .. ';;::: ., 

. . aboard ship was on 1 October 1860. 

The First government-operated air service took place in 1870 
by means of 31 unmanned balloons during the siege of Metz. 

The First Malta postage stamp was the Queen t' 

Victoria halfpenny, issued on 1 December 1960 

The First postal image of Saint Paul appeared on the 
10/- stamp of Malta issued in 1889. 

The First Malta postage stamp with a Gozo connection, 
showing a Gozo Boat, was the 4V2d Sepia issued in 1889. It shows a 
Gozo boat in full sail. 

The First Gozo postmarks, Rabato and Migiarro were is-e 
.JIIJO 

sued together on 1 December 1885. ,~ 

The First Malta special Handstamp Cancellation was to commemo­
rate the British Empire Exhibition of 1924. 

The First Gozo Philatelic Society Newsletter was 
published on 25 March 2000. It consisted of 8 pages. 

,-------, 

~ m] The First commemorative Card by the Gozo Ikt -_ - Philatelic Society was issued on 2 September 2000 
.. -- for its first Anniversary. 

A N ~_"."" ~J .'.oI,. ... _ trr::i ==:;:,lli'i =~";;::::O;iid==§ljj1 

The First Marian Year in British Territory was 
commemorated by Malta ' s set of 3 stamps issued in 
1954, entitled Centenary of the Dogma of the 1~!l~I~! 
Immaculate Conseption. (Malta Philateli Society News Letter June 2015) 

The First President ofthe Gozo Philatelic Society was Notary Michael A.Refalo. 

Acknowledgents-The Guinness Book of Stamps by James Mackay. & JB Stamp catalogue. 
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Not j,llst PAPER (12) 

Iq 2013 'tb..e pgsts of Sloveniaannouno'ed a world postal first: stamJ~s witJ;t part of the 
design covered w.ith real salt (from the PiranslCe Soline saltworks, harvested ironi the 

~ SecQ,~lje Satina Nature"Park on Slovenia's Adriaticco ast.usin"g 

toohpiqu~ dating from th~14th centUry). .J ~t'\ .'? ' .-.• 
an:~ther '"Fauna issue, this time showing fom 

characteristic denizens of the Slovenian sea 
"'rm"":~I$4""""""JlI~:-~_""":""'_"'."". designed by M.atjaz Ucakar . , . 

Damselfisb (Chromis chrotnis) is an oval, 
lilteralJy.. co~pressed Tish.~.ith a·small mo~th and large e¥es. It"!grow~Jo 
aNllax.iIhum length of 12 cm all;;d is found in abundance throughout the 

M.editerranean. It lives in large groups and prefers rocky bottoms and shallow depths. In 
summer; Qlal~ tjsh prepare nests on h8£d..2r r.()~ky bottoms and USe flIls t? fa~ fresh water 

o>ver the eggs. The damseltish :feeds on smaH crus.taceaus and: can also 
"I.... _ f'iI.~ 

a .- =- be successfully bred in aniaquarium. 

Loggerbead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) is a m.arine reptile with a shell 
cljyided into two sections: the llPper is a red-brown colour, While the 

~ \ : 

lower j§ yellow. The loggerhead se~L turtl~e""can live for tnore' than 80 

years, gr,owin% to a length of more thalil~ 100 ~m and a weight ofmore;.;:han ~OO kg! Like 
al'Jtsea turtles, it comes ashore every few year-sto lay between 80 and 150 eggs in warm, 
damp sand. Tlfe loggerhead is a carnivore; feeding on sponges, jellyfish, crabs, 

~~ _ . - ~ .. ~~ 

moDwscs_and fish~ This is an endangered. species' because oaourism_~ pollution. 
I ;;, '. ,. ~ 

Common cuttlefish (Sepia officinalis) belongs to the Gepha1o.poda 
class. J,t has ten tentacles on its head used to seize its prey md also (the 
sl}orter) for 'walking. 'Pl~ed alIlong the tenfacles is th~moutP, with a 

r ,~ 'jaw reminiscent of a parrot's beak. In >the Case of danger,~the cuttlefish 
squirts iirl< into' the water ,and, m the resulting black cloud, h~des from its enemies and 
s~ims -away to safety. 

, G.olden grey mutlet (Liza aifratat - issued in miniature sh€~t - has a 
body w,bich is laterally compressed, gr,.owing to a maxin:rUIll length of 
approximateliY' 45 cm .. It .fras aO single gold spot ort the gill plate and ' 
often a single smaiiet~spot 'bghind the eye~ the fl ru&s are siliVery and 
the "belly IS whii:b. It·l lJiVeS in coastal waters-iiut isLalso, founa- in 

- • ",.,. ~ estuaries and lagoons.~Tnis mullet' has a high tolerance for silt water 
and its mea!' is highly prized in winter_ The stamps were priDted using a very special 
thermogragHy. technique, by Gartor SeCJ,1fityM of France.The -sfa,mps- were~. printed 
using 'a very special~ therfud>graphy te~hnique" _printed by Carl@r ' Security~~',of 
France.· -

36 ' 



www.stamps-gozo.org April- June 2015 

ISLAN!D 
TECH 

~tM'8e4t 

Call Manuel Grech lel. 21566777 
Mob.99206525 

E-mail: mangrech@maltanet.net 
TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN 
VICTORIA 
GOZO. 

We offer: Network & Accessories. 
Cartridge and toner refill 
& a variety of Computer & Laptop Systems 
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Computer 
problems? 

Don't worry. 
We will find 
a solution. 



~ 
FOR BEST PRICES 

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS. 
FIRST DAY COVERS. 

ALBUMS. 
STOCKBOOKS. 

PHILATELIC LITRITURE. 
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS 

STAMP CATALOUGES. 
INCLUDING THEJ.B. 2014 

CATALOGUE. 
COINS AND MUCH MORE 

TOGETHER WITH A 
FRlENDY ATMOSPHER 

The New Edition is now on sale. 

Telephone; 21342189/ Fax; 21346069. 
e-mail;sliemastampshop.com.mtwww:sliemastampshop.com.mt. " i. Cl 

91 Manwel Dimech St., 
Sliema, Malta. 

dhe fPhiiateH.5't ~ fP aradZ.5'e 


