






































GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

Philatelic What & Where (2) 
current stamp issuing entities are listed in block capitals 

Antoine Vassallo 
Readers are invited to suggest additions. 

contfrom issue 58 
Quetzal cunency unit in Guatemala 
Quickstamp acquired through Australian Automated Teller Machines 
Quindar cunency unit in Albania 

:1 : 

'c-' [ j 
1: . - j QV = Queen Victoria 
: \,\-" : 

R 1 = Reprint. 2 = Registered. 3 = Rand, Rappen, Real, Reis, Rial, Rie1, Ringgit, 
Riyal, Ruble, Rufiya or Rupee. 4 = Revenue.S = Railway. 6 overprint for 
Reunion on French stamps. 7 overprint for Panama on stamps of Colombia. 
R.,R.R.,R.R.R.degreesofrarity 
Rab see Arbe 
Rabat Maltese town with an office with own cancellor 

Rafiyaa: Maldives cunency 
Rag Paper type of high quality long lasting paper 

. ',e.,. _ I ,., 

, ' ( .. ", :':1 
It \ _ . 

--- .-

Rail cancel: postal cancellation applied in a railway 
post office aboard a train 
Railway company stamps: local or semi-official 
stamps issued by railway firms to denote fees payable 
for mail canied 
Railway letter office post office which received mail 
fi'om or delivered to a railway station 
Railway Parcel Stamps stamps issued by the railroad 
firms to prepay the fi'eight charges on packages 

li .\ 11. \\\ \ I 1 Railway Post Office portable mail-handling equipment 
for sorting mail while on transit on trains 
Railway stamps issued to carry parcels or mail on trains (eg 

1'''::''1'. -'I Belgium, from 1879), usually in addition to nOl1nal postage 
stamps 

Rainbow proofs or trials 1840-41 British colour trials to test inks, cancellations 
and paper 

'0 
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• i i Rajasthan Indian state with own stamps in 1949 
Rajnandgaon = Nandgaon 
Rajpipla Indian state with own stamps 1880-6 
Rakischki = Rokiskis 

I ;:;: ' !JP: !!!~I Rand currency unit in Basutol~nd (Lesotho), Bech~a-
naland (Botswana), South AfrIca, South-West AfrIca 

(Namibia), Swaziland and Tristan da Cunha 
Rappen: currency unit in Liechtenstein and Switzerland. 
P!:;:! !E 0::4 

RAROTONGA Chief island of the Cook Islands (South Pacific 
Ocean) with separate stamps from 2011 but some early Cook Islands 
stamps were so inscribed 

Ras al Khaimah sheikdom in southeastern Arabia, now part of United Arab 
• • • • ., '4 • ... Emirates, with own stamps 1964-72 

Raseiniai (Rossingen) city in central Lithuania with local stamps 
in 1919 and 1941. 
Rate change cover cover posted on the first day of a new postage 
rate 
Rawden, Wright, Hatch & Edson New York security printing 

••••• • •• f •• • firm during 19th century 
R.B.S. = Riggsbank Skilling 
RDP = Rol of Distinguished Philatelists 
Readers Digest Coils Multi value strips of stamps produced by the British Post 
Office on behalf of Readers Digest to facil itate reply postage 
Real Central and South American currency 
Rebate stamps offering a reduction on the usual fee 
Received marking: postmark applied to the back of a cover that denotes the 
receiving office, date and, sometimes, the time of arrival 
Receiving mark postal marking applied by the receiving post office 

,& 1 i 11 i iLi 

Recess printing process where the inked image is below the sur­
face of the printing plate; so, recess-printed stamps have a raised 
image (or Line-engraved or intaglio). 

Recommande = 

Registered. 
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MALTA OVERSEAS 
local connections onforeign stamps (20) Antoine Vassallo 

We again return to the 
SMOM - not unexpect­
edly, offering rich pick­
ings! 

2nd December 1991 saw a 
set of two stamps (printed 
by Malta's Printex) featur­
ing Fort St Angelo, one of 
them showing St Anne's 
Church within its con­
fines. 

The tip of the Vittoriosa 
peninsula has been fortified since at least the 9th century and had also been the 
site of Roman and Phoenician temples. The Knights took over the medieval fort 
in 1530, strengthening it through substantial rebuilding. In fact FOli St Angelo 
served as the residence of the Grand Master until 1571 and also as Jean de 
Valette's headquarters during the 1565 Siege. Further defences were added - for 
example - in the late 17th century, led by engineer Don Carlos Grunenburgh. 

The British took over the fOli in the 19th century, using it for long years as the 
Mediterranean Fleet HQ (called HMS Egmont and - from 1933 - HMS St 
Angelo). During World War 11, because of its position in the Grand Harbour 

close to the dockyard, it 
was seriously damaged by 
enemy action: almost 
seventy direct hits were 
recorded. As can be 
expected, this militaty 
gem has been shown on 
Malta's stamps numerous 
times and also used on the 
cover of a pre-decimal 
booklet. 
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The upper part of the castle (including the Magistral Palace and St 
Anne's) is presently leased to the Order of St John, as evidenced by the half­
stampsized label se-tenant with the stamps. This 15th century chapel (Grade 1 
scheduled) was the Knights' first place of worship on anoival in Malta. Probably 
the De Nava family had built it a century earlier but the Order's historian at the 
end of the 16th century stated that the present building was on the same site as 
the previous oneo 

Its simple structure consists of an entrance, four vaulted bays forming a square 
central section, another vaulted bay aligned with the entrance and a final small 
space. Students suggest that this last may have supported a half dome. The 
central bays are supported by a syenite column (which may well have originally 
formed part of a pagan temple); this red coarse rock is similar to granite and so is 
often thus referred to. 

Both these stamps were overprinted in gold on 1alb December 1993 for 
the second seminar to identify the Order's strategies which took place on the 10th 

and 11 Ih. 

Please note that these two 

illustrations were left dut in the 

Football Firsts article (issue 58) 

",,,, 

You are invited to send 
write-ups (or even just 
suggestions) about 
other foreign stamps 
with themes or designs 
related to Malta 





The Front 

Registered Letter from Malta to Brazil 
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933. 
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The Back 
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Postal History 
Anthony Grech 

The Earliest postal service reference is found e Old Testa-
ment in Nehemiah 2; 7-9 c446BC "Moreover, J said unto the 
King, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, 
that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; And a 

letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forests ..... " 

The First Postal Service on record in the world was estab­
lished in China 4,000 BC. while the earliest surviving letters 

consist of baked, hardened clay tablets from Cappadocia (Asia Minor) dating 
from 3,000 to 1,500 BC. 

The First Postal rely on record was organised by Cyms Emperor l ~tHIIIF 

of Persia in 539BC. 

The First postal regulations on record were issued in 
the fourth century AD by the Roman Imperial postal 
system .. 

, ,_ .._ __ .• The First writing material on record was baked clay 
asaaasnas",,,,,,, n aas . . . 

from 3,000BC. and The FIrst to use paper as wntmg 
material was by the Chinese in the second century BC. 
The First international posts in the Middle Ages was the Metzger Post organised 
by the Guild of Butchers in Germany, while The First international postal union 
was negotiated between Austria and a number of German States in 1850. 

The First attempt to organise a world-wide postal union was made during the 
Paris Postal Conference in 1863. 
The First international organisation to issue its own stamps was the League of 
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Nations in 1922. 

The First posting boxes on record were the tamburini in Florence, 
w:mHl1 Ji1:J1FIiioiiI Italy in the early years of the sixteenth century. 

The First pillar boxes in the British Isles were erected on 23 No­
vember 1852 in St Helier, Jersey. 

The First wall boxes were made by Smith Hunter of Birrningham in 1857-8. 

The First pillar boxes painted in blue instead of the traditional red were erected 
in London to be used for air mail. 

The First numbering of houses for postal 
purposes began in Paris in 1463 . 

The First bicycles in Britain to deliver 
mail were used in 1883 . 

The First message on record 
delivered by a pigeon (Air 
Mail) was the one that carried 
an olive branch to Noah. 
The Fil'st commercial pigeon 
service was established in 1855 
during the Crimean War. 

I_U;;; hi 
The First mail carried on railway occurred in 11 
November 1830. 

29 



GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

Can you tell us 
We are reCeIVIng enqutnes from foreign members, 
especially from Germany, regarding the postmarking 
on mail from Malta: jt actually seems that this mail is 
often not being postmarked at all! And this is not the 
ftrst time that we received such information. In fact 
one of our German members, a keen Melitensia collector, even sent us some 
covers which conftrm that this is a reality - describing the situation as a 
"Philatelic Tragedy". 
Such a pract,ice will surely have a negative effect on our hobby: collectors of 
used stamps do require a good postmark! Many of our readers will surely have 
received covers (from numerous countries) with stamps which were left 
uncancelled or obliterated with squiggles in ink. Though circular datestamps 
are nowadays quite rare, except from philatelic offtces, it is really 
disappointing! 
We have also tried to get an answer from different sources but without any 
satisfactory outcome. Is MaltaPost aware of this situation? 

:\() P()ST'L\R"S 

MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL 

HAVE YOP PAID YOUR 
ANNUAL SUBSCrIPTION YET? 

'to 

Please do-not hesitate. 
For Local Adult Membership 
€S .OO per year. jUniors €2,OO 
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ISLAN'D 
TECH 

~(b,'8e4i 

Call Manuel Grech lel. 21566777 
Mob.99206525 

E-mail: mangrech@maltanet.net 
TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN 
VICTORIA 
GOZO. 

_.-.-: I " I ? a-::: .-
n ' ,. 

) .... J'III- "" ~. ..,,' '\. , ' " . \. 

. ,. , . . 

We of~er: Network & Accessories. r lW,,·;5''';1);r;;.=\ l.' 1IIiiI ... 
Cartridge and toner refill 
& a variety of Computer & Laptop Systems 
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Computer 
problems? 

Don't worry. 
We will fmd 
a solution. 



~ 
FOR BEST PRICES 

MALTA & FOREIGN ST 
FIRST DAY COVERS. 

ALBUMS. 
STOCKBOOKS. 

PHILATELIC LIllUTtJRE. 
POST At mS't'ORY ITEMS 

STAMP CATALQuaES. 
INCLtIDINQ THE lB. ~014 

(;ATALOGrJE. 
COINS AND MUcH MORE 

1'OG'E'I'lmR WITH A 
FRIEND\" A TMO~P1I'EK 

The New Edition is now on sale. 


