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Rajasthan Indian state with own stamps in 1949

| Rajnandgaon = Nandgaon

) | Rajpipla Indian state with own stamps 1880-6
| | Rakischki = Rokiskis

# | Rand currency unit in Basutoland (Lesotho), Bechua-
— naland (Botswana), South Africa, South-West Africa

(Namibia), Swaziland and Tristan da Cunha

Rappen: currency unit in Liechtenstein and Switzerland.

Vil) RAROTONGA Chief island of the Cook Islands (South Pacific
ﬂ Ocean) with separate stamps from 2011 but some early Cook Islands
W8 { stamps were so inscribed

Ry AR
L;;‘-T'WE'LJJ.

Ras al Khaimah sheikdom in southeastern Arabia, now part of United Arab
N bl Emirates, with own stamps 1964-72
8814 Raseiniai (Rossingen) city in central Lithuania with local stamps
14 in 1919 and 1941.
2 4 Rate change cover cover posted on the first day of a new postage
i 4 rate

41 Rawden, Wright, Hatch & Edson New York security printing
firm during 19th century
R.B.S. = Riggsbank Skilling
RDP = Rol of Distinguished Philatelists
Readers Digest Coils Multi value strips of stamps produced by the British Post
Office on behalf of Readers Digest to facilitate reply postage
Real Central and South American currency
Rebate stamps offering a reduction on the usual fee
Received marking: postmark applied to the back of a cover that denotes the
receiving office, date and, sometimes, the time of arrival
Receiving mark postal marking applied by the receiving post office
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MALTA OVERSEAS

local connections on foreign stamps (20 ) Antoine Vassallo

We again return to the
SMOM - not unexpect-
edly, offering rich pick-
ings!

2" December 1991 saw a
set of two stamps (printed
by Malta’s Printex) featur-
ing Fort St Angelo, one of
them showing St Anne’s
Church within its con-
fines.

The tip of the Vittoriosa
peninsula has been fortified since at least the 9th century and had also been the
site of Roman and Phoenician temples. The Knights took over the medieval fort
in 1530, strengthening it through substantial rebuilding. In fact Fort St Angelo
served as the residence of the Grand Master until 1571 and also as Jean de
Valette’s headquarters during the 1565 Siege. Further defences were added - for
example - in the late 17th century, led by engineer Don Carlos Grunenburgh.

The British took over the fort in the 19th century, using it for long years as the
Mediterranean Fleet HQ (called HMS Egmont and - from 1933 - HMS St
Angelo). During World War 11, because of its position in the Grand Harbour
close to the dockyard, it
was seriously damaged by
enemy action: almost
seventy direct hits were
recorded. As can be
expected, this military
gem has been shown on
Malta’s stamps numerous
times and also used on the
cover of a pre-decimal
booklet.
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The upper part of the castle (including the Magistral Palace and St
Anne’s) is presently leased to the Order of St John, as evidenced by the half-
stampsized label se-fenant with the stamps. This 15th century chapel (Grade 1
scheduled) was the Knights’ first place of worship on arrival in Malta. Probably
the De Nava family had built it a century earlier but the Order’s historian at the

end of the 16th century stated that the present building was on the same site as
the previous one.

SOVRANG MILITARE ORDING D MALTA

MALTA - CHESA . 0
PLSANTT ANNA %

210
B SCUDI

TONTIL MACEST AT T

Its simple structure consists of an entrance, four vaulted bays forming a square
central section, another vaulted bay aligned with the entrance and a final small
space. Students suggest that this last may have supported a half dome. The
central bays are supported by a syenite column (which may well have originally
formed part of a pagan temple); this red coarse rock is similar to granite and so is
often thus referred to.

Both these stamps were overprinted in gold on 10" December 1993 for
the second seminar to identify the Order’s strategies which took place on the 10™
and 11",

You are invited to send
write-ups (or even just
suggestions) about
other foreign stamps
with themes or designs
related to Malta

SOVRANO MILITARE ORDING D] MALTA

MALTA © CHIESA 20
DESANTTANNA -

CLSQIONE IN 030
ESCLLNIT
AL SOVRASO MHTTARE
ORDINE DX SMLTA

DELIA
CASA DEL GRAN SARSTRS
LRI

CHESA DF SANT AN
SILTORTE SANTANGELO

1L MAGISTRALL

Please note that these two
illustrations yg,erejlgﬁ,d& inthe A
Football Firsts article (issue 58) ! |
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MORE ITEMS FROM THE
JUNCKER

Letters and Cards. orxgmatmg from Malta and ﬂown by Zeppelm it
R ARt 8

%
-
@

UPU Malta Post Card to Brazil
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933

Post Card Malta to Brazil
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933

BY AIR MAIL

:ﬂ:} G‘a’( ;;”o/m
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Registered Postcard Malta to Argentina
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1934

Registered Letter Malta to Brazil
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933
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Picture Post Card from Sliema, Malta to Brazil
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933.

£ 0. DECKARY
SLICMA-MALTA

The Front

lasdaee - == i =

Registered Letter from Malta to Brazil 4
flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin 1933. [E T

TEED fh

232, ‘ The Back L7
Hy a1 754 MIT LUFTSCHEF GRAF ZEPPELIN® T

%t

Letter from Malta to Brazil flown by Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin. Left Malta on 1 June 1933 to Italy by Air Mail

and postmarked 20/06/1933, at Friedrichshafen Bodensee on 1/07/1933, at Pernabuco Saccao on 4/07/1933 i
and Poste Restante (Peanambucco) on 8/07/1933. gl
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Not Just PAPER (l l)

examples of amlstial stamp productzon NN Ririn Voo b

Au§tria bas 'éfféred-.: -_n‘umer_;oue Vinnova't.i;;e!
‘stani‘ps Two. good ex‘érnbles - crystél gems
| (issued in 2004) and ‘embroidery (2005)= Wwere "

s today at a further half doZen mterestrng ideas

2 was, used in 2006 composed of’ olrvme (a
mmeral chenucally deﬁned as magnesrum 1ron smcate) it was crushed: into a
very “fine dust embedded it the red ink of the meteor: tall on the c1rcula1 stamp1

desrgned by Mmhael Rosenfeld The Vlenna Natural -
Hlstory Museum .displays- the unused portion of the
7 meteorlte The m1mature sheet~ tltled “Post from’ another‘v
Worl ;- was sold in a folder :

>The nUMerous stamps; to adequately celebrate EUROL
2008 (the UEFA" European Champlonslup W1th its finals
co- hosted by Austrla and Swizerland) mcluded one made

of the same. or1g1na1 matenal -

as the ball used: (the “Europass ) a synthetic mix
with polyurethane / e, 5% i R A
'adhesrve Stamp was de51gned by adidas themselvcs B
and printed: by serlgraphy The event meuted 4
fenticular “self-adhesive =

stamp offermg the optlcal'

. ,
LA AR LAV

« . about three: seconds showmg Andreas Herzog’s 1997

Lo were New. Zealand’s Outer Aspect Ltd. A few weeks.
“atéra mlmature sheet designed by Rosenfeld 00’ was;

AL LLLLLLLL effect “of »a sequence of

goal agannst Sweden that had resulted in Austria’s’
Worlds Cup quallﬁcatlon The designers and printers’

ﬁls_suedv in a folder since it m_cluded fo_ur partlcularly

R

| featured in issues 19 and 21 respectlvely Ilook:.




pllgrlfnage Was“comrribmorat@d Wgth a ‘mlmature’» sheen
: des,lgnqdigy Dawd‘Gmber shong both me‘*smm,e (m‘ :
the' mld‘dlexpf_lts plcturesque Canﬂthm vaﬂey) afnd the

Pleta) ), | Thg margxqs of this’ shee.t are plerced to mutate
. lace, resulting 'n_anappropmately dehcaie ﬁnlslr .

; AS parf Qf“ ’RS Classm "{ra dem aﬂi. _Sengs'i’ Ly
* "'-wvv‘n.-."’.‘:-,, honourmg loeq’l PYGdUCts

0 slerrcuch ! ‘mnbrglakabl self-adhesr\n: ofég\lam sgampmwgs 1ssued .
m "2014” % Surely andther J‘world ﬁrst" The V"énn'es >
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FIRATS. 2,

Postal History /

Anthony Grech

The Earliest postal service reference is foun 1e Old Testa-
ment in Nehemiah 2; 7-9 c446BC “Moreover, I said unto the
King, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river,
that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; And a
letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king’s forests.....”

The First Postal Service on record in the world was estab-
lished in China 4,000 BC. while the earliest surviving letters
consist of baked, hardened clay tablets from Cappadocia (Asia Minor) dating

from 3,000 to 1,500 BC.

The First Postal rely on record was organised by Cyrus Emperor
of Persia in 539BC.

DA DEL SELLE

The First postal regulations on record were issued in
the fourth century AD by the Roman Imperial postal
system..

E.$EANA correos 1 #l The First writing material on record was baked clay
from 3,000BC. and The First to use paper as writing
material was by the Chinese in the second century BC.

The First international posts in the Middle Ages was the Metzger Post organised
by the Guild of Butchers in Germany, while The First international postal union
was negotiated between Austria and a number of German States in 1850.

The First attempt to organise a world-wide postal union was made during the
Paris Postal Conference in 1863.
The First international organisation to issue its own stamps was the League of
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Nations in 1922.

: S The First posting boxes on record were the tamburini in Florence,
RSS! [taly in the early years of the sixteenth century.
The First pillar boxes in the British Isles were erected on 23 No-

vember 1852 in St Helier, Jersey.

The First wall boxes were made by Smith Hunter of Birmingham in 1857-8.

The First pillar boxes painted in blue instead of the traditional red were erected
in London to be used for air mail.
The First numbering of houses for postal

U 25) '\43} purposes began in Paris in 1463.

L88_? [\EU The First bicycles in Britain to deliver

mail were used in 1883.

B, AL i, i
o N 4 X «*  The First message on record
N \o ¢ $ 4

delivered by a pigeon (Air
Mail) was the one that carried
_an olive branch to Noah.

" The First commercial pigeon

o . ] :
__ service was established in 1855
" during the Crimean War.

The First mail carried on railway occurred in 11
November 1830.
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Can you tell us Y?

We are receiving enquiries from foreign members,
especially from Germany, regarding the postmarking
on mail from Malta: it actually seems that this mail is
often not being postmarked at all! And this is not the
first time that we received such information. In fact
one of our German members, a keen Melitensia collector, even sent us some
covers which confirm that this is a reality - describing the situation as a
“Philatelic Tragedy™”.

Such a practice will surely have a negative effect on our hobby: collectors of
used stamps do require a good postmark! Many of our readers will surely have
received covers (from numerous countries) with stamps which were left
uncancelled or obliterated with squiggles in ink. Though circular datestamps
are nowadays quite rare, except from philatelic offices, it is really
disappointing!

We have also tried to get an answer from different sources but without any
satisfactory outcome. Is MaltaPost aware of this situation?

N

Anthony Grech

NO POSTMARKS

MEMBERS
RENEwAL''®

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR
ANNUAL SUBSCTIPTION YET?
Please do not hesitate.

For Local Adult Membership
€5.00 per year. Juniors €2.00

2N
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ISLAND B
TECH

Call Manuel Grech Tel. 21566777
M0b.99206525
E-mail: mangrech@maltanet.net

TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN
VICTORIA
GOZO.

' Te
A . [ S_—-4

We offer: Network & Accessories. ‘. ! ;.J.;.‘. 2 |;|x' “‘.;.i‘i"‘ ! v‘

Cartridge and toner refill
& a variety of Computer & Laptop Systems

problems?
Don’t worry.
We will find

a solution.
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STAvEvATavy

The Catalogue : JBi
! d

of Malta Stamps
and Postal Hi

1’\_{\.!‘ i—"\_"n‘

70 AR sanv

F OreraoN SEDEsTAL o~ , D - : ]
B o : FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS.
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES.
INCLUDING THE J.B. 2014
CATALOGUE.
COINS AND MUCH MORE

TOGETHER WITH A
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER

The New Edition is now on sale.

Telephone; 21342189 / Fax; 21346069.

e-mail; sliemastampshop.com.mt www:sliemastampshop.com.mt.

' SLIEMA STAMP SHOP. 91 Manwel Dimech St.,
Sliema, Malta.

Jhe ﬂ5 heilatelist s ﬂf aradise




