


































GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

E & 0 not E (36) .. 
glances at stamps with design or printing mistakt-'!' 

(well-known or obscure) Antoine Vassallo. 

Welwme to a special <!Cbristmas ebition! 
oday I present four assorted enors, beginning with Antigua. 
This island is not unique in offering Christmas sets simply made up 
of Old Masters or other museum r .,_... I,' 

paintings. However carelessness was ·! tlilP.tWri » 

too apparent in 1978, two of the values - though with ! 
a "religious" theme - had nothing really to do with iliii *", ""';".:.""1 ; 

t .• _ • •• . .••••. •• • -....-.... ... • ••• • •• •• .•••• • 

Christmas. They were luckier in the choice of the 
third painting: a detail from Sebastiano del Piombo's La Sainte Fa­
mille avec sainte Catherine, saint Sebastien et un donateur (as de-
scribed by the Museum where it is .. Unfortunately If '......... -'J 
the stamp prom1l1ently declares that the artist IS Peter Paul .... -_. . 
Rubens! 
r-----------, Australia had not made a good choice either for the 1974 

i Christmas airmail letter (or aerogramme). The illustration 
(from a Dtirer Apocalyse woodcut) does show an angel 
but it is a Doomsday Angel! 

I ............. "E I There is no design 
.. _._- problem about the third liiihiiiii 4iIPiiiiir" 11 

mistake: the GB 1971 Christmas set in fact repro-
duces stained-glass windows in Canterbury Cathe-

dral, this stamp showing th.e I give an l = :::= : !I _ !! 
pIe of one of numerous mlSS1l1g colours, result1l1g 
in an omitted Queen's head. This is nothing exceptional since in those days the 
sheets had still to pass through the presses separately for each colom - the problem 
was possibly quality control! 
I conclude with Malta, actually just one item from the Juncker collection. Chev E V 
Cremona gave a strong personal imprint on the numerous stamps he designed, in­
-----------" cluding innovative presentations. A typical example was 

F I the unusually-shaped 1967 Christmas 
, set. However errors do crop up in the 
best of company: one of the fom col­
ours used was missed out. The omitted 
red resulted in the stars becoming 
white: remaining an attractive stamp, 
this clear enor is not terribly expensive. 
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TON 
TELIC SOC 

This year's Exhibition was opened on Friday 14 November by Dr Grezzju 
Mercieca (representing the indisposed Gozo Minister) after refening to 
various positive aspects of our hobby. The short ceremony, with the support 
of Pro Stage Sound, included the launch of the revamped website 
www.stamps-gozo.org as upgraded by new web master John Luke Debrincat. 
After Chaplain Fr Gerald Buhagiar led prayers and Secretary Antoine 
Vassallo expressed thanks, those present were invited to go around the 
exhibits and to partake of the reception prepared by Louis Bonello and 
Anthony Grech. 
Since - after various years - we could be allotted again the main hall at the 
Gozo Ministly, we were able to increase the number of showcases so that all 
applications could be allocated as much space as requested. The high level of 
exhibits (not excluding expensive and rarer examples), in both the junior and 
open classes, was thus well displayed. Comments by visitors were positive 
indeed. 
A prominent notice commemorated major supporter Krista Juncker, 
committee member Emmanuel Vella and founder-officer George Vella who 
all died this year. Non-competing exhibits included a display by main 
sponsors MaltaPost and further items from the Juncker Collection. 
Judging (by Joseph Buttigieg, Samuel Parnis and Antoine Vassallo) took 
place on Saturday in all classes. Criteria used for Juniors were treatment, 
knowledge, presentation and originality; those for the Open classes were 
additionally rated for completeness and rarity. As usual, prizes and 
certificates will be distributed to all participants during the Annual General 
Meeting. 
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OFFICIAL RESULTS OF THE GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
15TH ANNUAL EXffiBITION HELD. 

Social Philately; 
First Prize;- Jesmond Borg. 
Second Prize;- Anthony Grech 
Third Prize;- Jacqueline Mary Cunni 
Postal History; 
First Prize;- Anthony Grech 
Second Prize;- Jesmond Borg 
Third Prize;- Jacqueline Mary Cunni 
Runners up;- Mary Grace Xerri. Mario Casingena. 
Traditional Philately; 
First Prize;­
Second Prize;­
Third Prize;-

Antoine Debrincat 
John Luke Debrincat 
Anthony Grech 

GPS Committee 

Runners up;- Jacqueline Mary Cunni. Mary Grace Xerri. 
Mario Casingena. 

Juniors Sectionj-
First Prize;- John Luke Debrincat. 
Second Prize;- Matthew Cardona 
Third Prize;- Miriana Said 
Runners up;- Rebecca Xerri. Nicholai Vella. Ellyn Rose Debrincat. 

Joseph Galea. Lara Grech. Zachary Borg. 

Aggregate First Place;- Anthony Grech 
Best Item on Show Antoine Debrincat 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
Joseph Vella. Saviour Grech 

The Challenge Trophy (now called "the George Vella Cup") for the 
Exhibit with the highest marks was won by Antoine Debrincat in the 

Traditional Philately Class. 
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~orirtp 
13 I!:x\Jltnlloll 

Drblc,1trb ID Ihr 

MOl}' Grace Xerri 
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MORE:-"ITEMS FROM THE JUNCKER 
C.QLLECTION. 

Donated to 
The Gozo Bhjlatelic Society .jS 

Mr. Woifgang & Mrs. Krista Jurt~ker. 

MALTA mTE~NATfONAL ,REPLY COUPON 
,By Anthony Grech 

COUPON·R~PONSE 
IIflERNAllONAl 

twcr1t&iW­-'-

COUPON-R~PONse en 
INTERNATIONAL 

Mr. Juncker published a very 
detailed and highly informative 

atiicle about the Malta International 
Reply Coupons on ' IL-MALTIJA' 
issue no 9 of 2008. The article is in 
German. Any member who wish to 
view this aliicle is invited to contact 
the Secretary of the Gozo Philatelic 

Society, Mr. Antoine Vassallo. 
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Not just PAPER (l0) 
examples of unusual stamp production Jl$;tUilll(} ~4lli&) 

Novebst Sir Arthur COflan Ooyle is best known for lus famous creation SherJock 
Holmes. Rather than following the family tradition of pursuing an ,artistic career, 
Conan poyJe cbose to study medicine at Edinburgh Ufiiv~rsity. At this time he 
wrote a short story called "The Mystery of Sasassa Valley" which got publish€d 
in the )mp0rtant ChaJitlbers' Journal'. 'In May 1891, whilst writing some of the 
early Hol'mes stories, be was struck by a severely dallg~rous bout of influeIlza. 
Once his health bad_improved, he decided to abaodon his medioal care.er in 
favour of hrs literary ,one. "The Adventu(e~ of SherlocJs Holmes" - the first 
collec60q. - was ,pubLisned in 1892, greeted with hl!ge acclaim. Atone pOlflt be 
even got tired of the-character and decided to get rid of Holmes by trying to kill 
l1im off in "The Fioal Problem"! 
The island of Alderney comll1€.LUorated Canon Ooyle's 150th Bilth Anniversary 

~ I through a set ,of 'six 'stamps 
(designed oM! by Keith 
Robiuspn). shbwing sc_enes 
B'ot}) a new story: "The 
Curious "Case of the 
Alderney , BulF'. _' Cartor 
Secmity ,,pri!,}ted them ~h 

sl1eetlets with enlarged 
1 ... _-...-- .. , -... I 
_. <- ' -" < - -- - J illustra,t&d 'margins. 

These 'speciali'S,t printers ha:.v.e 
developed Ihany i.un.ovatiye 
techniques hut there is 
tHYthing special h1 tb.i~ {espect 
here. Bowev~r t~is issue: still 
was a "pbilatelic first" .... , A­
m tniaturt$, sheet was _ only 
available in a "'~y~!ery 
Pa~k", .jncluding a ' OVD 
featuring , -· two ,gber10ck 
iti ,o b:h-es m 0 v je s. The 
exc:lusive StOlY is, fhere too: 

by ),'eadirrg .jt~ ~tud)ri"ag, the pktmes anti\scouring the stamps fo:r bl~s, beth stalllp 
coIlectors and w1;ioduoit, afiaiou;ados. were d 3.aTlenged' to crack the. secret code 
and solve tlle .mystery. 

(€IS' .al'waySI redaers al'ft jnviled to send co tiithents pr even, c{)ntri@71tionsj 
" -'.it "':: 

~"V'A. -:--~"~""-"';'""V.J';!"'~;r~ • • PO.£,:... • .... .,...~ 26 "~LrI~f_~r...~~YI. T:A.lI. _J ~a,-A 
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PHILATELIC CENTENNIALS 
glances - and longer looks - at events from a hundred years ago 

12 - Epirus - What was that?! (1914) 
Epirus is a rough mountainous region located along the Ionian Sea 

iD the border area of Greece and Albania. Under the rule of the Ottoman Empire 
for almost 500 years, it consisted mainly of an ethnic Greek population. 
During the First Balkan War (1912-1913), the inhabitants of what was called 
Chimarra expelled the Ottoman forces in order to join Greece. However, the 
northern part of Epirus was later awarded to the newly created Albania. 

Unwilling to be a part of Albania, Northern Epirus revolted in 
February 1914 and a provisional government proclaimed an autonomous 
republic. After fierce guerrilla fighting, the Corfu Protocol was signed in May of 
1914, officially allowing for self government and recognising the rights of the 
Greek population. 

World War 1 broke out just a few weeks after and Albania soon 
collapsed into chaos. This caused Greek forces to re-occupy the territory - and 

the Autonomous Republic ceased to exist. At the end of the 
rli;. ;::;:;;::;;:::::::;;1.1 war, Northern Epirus was awarded to Greece but it became part 

of Albania after 1924. A series of handstamped local stamps 
was issued in F ebrumy 1914, featuring a double-headed eagle 

, , along with skull and crossbones. The inscription approximately 
I I translates as: "Greek Autonomous Epirus -
Freedom or Death - Defend our Country". The four stamps had a .. ---........................... .. 
control mark representing the revolutionary commander at 
Chimarra. Most copies in existence are reprints or fakes. The first 
"official" stamps began being issued a few days after, showing an 

inf~ntrymal: aiming ~is rifle. The inscription reads Autonomous l. "':::::;:',:',3 
EPIruS or, SImply, Eplrus. 

[n August another set showed the flag of Epirus . Overprints 
exist for use in Koritsa and unofficials for Moschopolis. 

Overprinted Greek Stamps 
counterfeited. Additionally, 
propaganda purposes. 

Unfortunately, ethnic tensions still flare up. 

were 
others 

later used, again 
were issued for 

with acknow/edgents to wWI/ ·.dcSfQmps.com 
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GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
LAT~§T CA12()§ I§§U~(). John Luke Debrincat 

400 Anniversary 
Bust of St. Orsla at the Gozo Cathedral 

1614-2014. 
Postmark designed by Paul Falzon. 

Postcard by Anthony Grech. 
Limited edition of 100 

St Coronato Relics 
250 Years in Nadur-Gozo 

Postmark and 
Postcard designed by Anthony Grech. 

Limited edition of 100 

Special Greetings Card sent to all members of 
the Gozo Philatelic Society cancelled at 

Ghajnsie1em Post Office with the First Day of 
Issue Postmark and franked with the 

26c Christmas 2014 stamp. 
Postmark designed by MaltaPost. 

Postcard designed by Anthony Grech. 
Limited edition of 150 

Gozo Philatelic Society 
15th Annual Exhibition. 

"Maltese Anniversaries & Commemorations" 
Postmark and 

Postcard designed by Anthony Grech. 
Limited edition of 150 
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Philatelic What & Where AntoineVassa{{o 

Following the death of Emmanuel Vella, the editorial board decided to 
amalgamate his "Stamp Terms used in Philately" series (which appeared in issues 8-36, 
38-48, 50, 51 and 53-56) and the long-suspended "Where in the World?!" (issues 10-36 
and 38-43) into a new series, beginning with the letter Q - with a promise to fill in the 
gaps on eventually reaching the end. 

Q = Quetzal 
Qala Gozitan town which had an office with own canceller from 1989 
Qarku inscription on stamps of Albania 
QATAR Emirate in Arabia with stamps from 1957 
QE2 = Queen Elizabeth 11 
Qind / Qintar currency unit in Albania 
Qishn & Socotra see Mahra 
Qormi Maltese city with "village" canceller (originally "Curmi") from 
1900; post office from 1973 
Qrendi Maltese town with "village" canceller (originally "Crendi") 
from 1900; post office from 1989 
Quadrille paper page ruled (or watermarked) in faint squares 
Quadripartite labels consisting offour parts (perforated or rouletted) 
Quadripartition four stamps that together form a complete design 
Quarter a fourth part of a divisible stamp 
Quiati State in Hadramaut and Quaiti State of Shihr & Mukalla 
Aden Protectorate States (with own stamps from 1942) incorporated in 
South Yemen in 1967 
Quan Buu military stamps of Vi et Nam, 1960s 
Quarnero = Camaro 
Quarter the fourth part of a divisible stamp (eg 1857 Brunswick) 
Quartz lamp quartz light to see phosphors (and stamp tampering) 
Quattrino unit of currency in Tuscany 
Queen's head often refers to stamps depicting Queen Victoria 
Queensland British colony in Australia with own stamps 1860-1913 
Quelimane territory in POltuguese East Africa (previously Zambezi a) with stamps 
1914 to 1922 when became part of Mozambique 
Queretaro Mexican Civil War provisional overprint in 1914(and earlier) 
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Australian MALTA (24) 
mlO/ller glimpse a//lle pri=e-lI'illlling collec/ion bllil/llp by Johll Vassallo. GPS member ill Alls/ratia. 

wrapper and card sent through the Red Cross Organisation to 2 
Prisoners of War located at the Verdala Barracks in Malta 

+ 
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urd sent 10 Carl Melnu 
also III VCJ:daIa B8mcks in 
MaJta~ted August 1916. 

C ... ~ et NQ: POW4b 
ThIs caohc: POS.T FREE I 
P.C'! PRISONERS OP 
WAR \VU ~ for-overseas 
tellers to V~rdala Ban:acks 
during [915 and m Blue­
Bla~t in 1916.. (Tbe 
Handbook, glves last dlItc 
of usc as March. 1916. But 
th.1$ is ~tcd August 1916) 



ISLAND 
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Call Manuel Grech 

Mob.99206525 
TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN 
VICTORIA 
GOZO. 

Te!. 21566777 

W f~ N t k & A ' r t~-'··-§;J-I.'-~'-~=\ 'I e 0 Jer: e wor ccessones' ,J:,',.,A,A, '6\ 1 P' '--' -

Computer 
problems? 

Don't worry, 
We will find 
a solution. 



~ 
FOR BEST PRICES 

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS 
FIRST DAY COVERS. 

ALBUMS. 
STOCKBOOKS. 

PHILATELIC LITRlTURE. 
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS 

STAMP CATALOUGES. 
INCLUDING THE JB. 20 14 

CATALOGUE. 
COINS AND MUCH MORE 

TOGETHER WITH A 
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER 

The New Edition is now on sale. 

Telephone; 21342189 / Fax; 21346009. 
e-mail;sliemastampshop.com.mtwww:siiemastampshop.com.mt. 
• 

91 Manwel Dill:mth St., 
SI· ~~ M- If ~l~~ 
~ lema, , a \.fa. 

7JTCe '5PGiltlbelli:n; :r 1fiarar.fi~e 


