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GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY
]J"I‘EST IARDS ISS[J El). John Luke Debrincat

Postmark & Card
designed by Anthony

Postmark & Card
designed by Anthony

Postmark designed by Paul Falzon. Card by Anthony Grech

This was a good summer for Special Commemorative Postmarks, the magiority of which

were connected to Gozitan events. Furthermore the Gozo Philatelic Society concluded

the Prime Ministers of Malta series of cards and personalised stamps. Encouraged by this

issue success the G.P.S. is now presenting its second series issue, that commemorating
BISHOPS OF GOZO

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CREATION OF A SEPARATE DIOCESE.

- The set will be available in two se-tenant sheets of five each or/and on ten Cards

on 16 September 2014.
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Is it really true that...
(1) Stamps decided about the Panama Canal?! ™ Trye gal 3
‘ Se

Antoine Vassallo

A set of 1900 Nicaraguan stamps has often been credited with influencing the
United States Congress to choose Panama over Nicaragua for the route of the
new canal. It seems that Nicaragua’s postal display of one of its natural wonders
backfired!

Mount Momotombo is a towering conical volcano near the city of Leon in the
North West; it is built up of layers of hardened lava, ash and other detritus from
multiple eruptions along the centuries - 1524 being the date of the first recorded.

Momotombo has always been one of the famed and beloved symbols of this
Central American country. Thus it made a reasonable subject for a set (recess
printed by the American Bank Note Co of New York City), consisting of
thirteen mono-coloured values (from 1 centavo to 5 pesos). There were also an
additional three changed colours - and surcharged too. In fact this design
(showing smoke and possibly fire and lava spewing from the cone - to make it
perfectly clear what this mountain is!) has appeared some fifty times within a
few years.

This periodical is not the place to describe the long and complex history of
efforts to link the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by creating a water passage across
the Isthmus of Panama in Central America. By the late 19th century, technology
made it feasible - albeit expensive and complicated - to
build a canal and the French (in the wake of their
success with the 1869 Suez Canal) set up a project in
1881: the Compagnie Nouvelle du Canal de Panama.
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/'\\ In May 1900, the US House of Representatives
,/ ‘l . \. overwhelmingly approved a bill for the construction on a
(' Il Nicaraguan route - but the Senate offered obstacles and it
was not before June 1902 that debate began there. Those
against this route displayed maps showing active and extinct
volcanoes: numerous in Nicaragua and none in Panama.

A

l’pilippcalc.m
BuMaw-Varilla
Just a few weeks before, an eruption on the Caribbean
. { Martinique killed thousands; and news arrived that
Momotombo had erupted too! Instead of explaining the
distance - over one hundred miles - from the projected
route, the Nicaraguan President decided to declare that
~ the news was in fact false. French engineer and canal

" promoter Philippe-Jean Bunau-Varilla, according to his
memoirs, decided to quickly visit stamp dealers to buy
every Momotombo stamp of the 1900 set that he could
find. He affixed each to a sheet of paper, typewriting
“An official witness of the volcanic activity on the
Isthmus of Nicaragua” and further invented details such
as that the foreground locomotive was “thrown into the
lake”. These circulars were sent to all members of
Senate and House. Both branches of Congress approved
the discounted purchase of the French syndicate’s
assets, President Roosevelt signing before the end of June.

Bunau-Varilla repeatedly gave complete credit to his stamp campaign for this
success. More balanced historians tend to give more importance to the
comparative cheapness of the Panama route - and the President was “pro
Panama”. He actually declared a few years later: “The Panama Canal wouldn’t
have been started if I hadn’t taken hold of it ... I took the Isthmus, started the
canal, and then left Congress not to debate the canal, but to debate me.”

It should be noted that, by the time the Canal was
inaugurated in 1914, Momotombo did erupt again! And
Nicaragua now seems interested in constructing its own
canal(between the Pacific and the Caribbean).
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MORE ITEMS FROM THE JUNCKER
n COLLECTION. :

Donated to i
The Gozo Philatelic Society

Mr. Wolfgang & Mrs. Krista Juncker.

MALTA SPECIMEN STAMPS
By Anthony Grech
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POSR ACH £ DTVENCE |

COMPLETE SPECIMEN
‘POSTAGE & REVENUE’
SET ISSUED 20 OCTOBER 1930

THIS PRESTIGIOUS COLLECTION IS ON SHOW DURING OUR
MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING.
‘1 All members are invited to view the entire collection generously donated
by Mr. Wolfgang and Mrs. Krista Juncker,
to the Gozo Philatelic Society.
More items will be displayed in future GPS News Letters
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Not just PAPER ' (9)

examples of unusual stanp production Lnttine sl

horwa — % | Fixed themes (such as the annual

' XX EUROPA) offer ideal opportunities for
postal authorities - and artists - to show how
innovative they really are.

Norway - and designer Jorn Jenvedt - surely

| passed the test in 2009! The Europa subject
" was Astronomy and the photograph chosen
‘_‘ was striking enough: an explosion on the

the other, with an eclipse background.

But additionally, with the help of printers
, Enschede, stamps - both on the miniature
sheets and in the ordinary format - had particles of meteor dust embossed
on the surface:

location: between - the |
face:. value - and = the/
country name.

\
\

\
\\
2900000 OSSONS
\

0
1 O O O ‘ - as always, readers are
i invited to send comments

I =

A B o 4

or even contributions
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Specimen Stamps. Anthony Grech

A specimen stamp is a postage stamp or postal stationery item sent
to postmasters and postal administrations so that they are able to identify valid
stamps and to avoid forgeries. The word ‘SPECIMEN” is usually either over-
printed in black or in red or perforated across the stamp, making it invalid to be
used as postage. In countries where English is not the common language, instead
if SPECIMEN, words such as Muestra (Spanish), Monster (Dutch), Muster
(German) or Obpazey (Russian) have been used.

b

B 1N

- - .l
Semi Circle perforated = "'M'
‘SPECIMEN’ Diagonal perforated
‘SPECIMEN’

% ~

Printed *‘SPECIMEN"

Specimen stamps were used since the beginning of the first postage stamp issue
in 1840 but the Penny Black and Two penny blue were not marked in any way
as specimen. The first known stamp marked as Specimen was the first British
one shilling stamp issued in 1847.

The Universal Postal Union UPU was created in 1874 and since 1879 its
members have supplied stamps to each other through the UPU's Infernational
Bureau. These have frequently found their way on to the philatelic market. Since
Specimen stamps have no postal validity postal administrations were and are
free to distribute them as they like. In this way many Specimen Stamps found
their way in philatelists’ collections, stamp dealers, philatelic magazines, gov-
ernment bodies and embassies. The idea was to promote the new stamps to be

issued. Another reason for distributing Specimen

Stamps and Postal stationary served as a survey to
learn what the public thought of the new item.

Specimen Malta pre-paid envelope.
For more examples of Specimen stamps see pages 24 & 25.
For interesting examples of Specimen Postal Stationary see
News Letter No.55/2014, pages 26 and 27.
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Promoting Gozo through philately

Various stamps have featured corners of our rich natural birthright;
appropriately enough, Dwejra has not been forgotten!

Dwejra Bay (administratively part of the village of San Lawrenz) is
recognized locally and internationally for its ecological and scenic
aspects. It has rare geological features (both on land and under the sea),
rich and diverse wildlife and habitats, fossils

galore, dramatic seascapes dominated by a
rocky shore line and a general feeling of
wilderness. It has also been found ideal for
camping outings, by scout groups among others.
The name itself refers to a small house in the
Maltese language and this is actually not the

only locality so called around our islands.

This area is made up of marine tertiary sedimentary rocks deposited
around 24 million years ago: one can find Globigerina limestone, Lower
Caroline limestone and even some blue clay. Major soft stone quarries
here produce the normal raw material for our houses. Underwater caverns
and interesting marine fauna in the crystal-clear waters make Dwejra a
paradise for scuba divers.

Dwejra Bay has from the fifties been chosen as a filming site by producers
and directors of international fame for full-length feature films, TV series,
documentaries and marketing footage.

A pair of “cart ruts” climb all the way up from
behnd the chapel dedicated to Saint Anne to §
the towering cliffs north of the Inland Sea.
Their purpose is still unclear, so-called ruts g,
remaining one of the most discussed enigmas f§

among archaeological aspects in both Gozo and
Malta.
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This small church, sponsored by Salesian
father Alwig Mizzi, was built in 1963 and is
quite modern in style and structure. It offers
regular services - and even festas and
festivities, including a Grandmothers
celebration. As the Virgin Mary’s mother, St
Anne was of course Jesus Christ’s grannie!

Dwejra Watchtower started to be
constructed by Grand Master Antoine de Paul
in 1651, but it was during Grand Master Jean
Paul Lascaris de Castillar’s reign that the
project was completed a year later. Its function was to keep a lookout
for Turkish raiders.

After 1873 the tower ceased to act as a coast guard and was deserted
but from 1744 it had served to guard the 65-metre high islet Hagret il-
General (better known internationally as Fungus Rock) where the
supposedly medical fungus grew. The General refers to an Order of
St. John commander who discovered there the plant locally known as
Gherq is-Sinjur, for long years believed to possess thaumaturgic
properties. This was suppoosedly also the habitat of a two-tailed lizard,
probably just freaks! In 1992 this rock was declared a nature reserve
and climbing on it is not allowed without permission - only given for
educational and scientific purposes.

Dwejra attracts diving tourism due to interesting characteristics both
above and below the surface of the sea. Divers can
explore underwater caverns, cliffs and plateaux -
and admire the marine fauna in the crystal-clear
waters. Favourite locations are the Hofra tal-
Bedwin (or Blue Hole - an impressively deep
indentation in the seabed just in front of the Azure
Window), the Coral Cave not far from the Fungus
Rock and the area around the Rock itsels.

The Inland Sea, locally known as as //-Qawra,
constitutes the lowest spot in Gozo. It is an almost

circular expanse of shallow sea water set in a deep recess in the rocky
Continued on page 30
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DWEJRA cont from page29

coastline produced by the caving in of the surface above subterranean
caves. This “pool” with a diamater of some 400 metres is connected to the
outside sea by means of a narrow, sixty-metre natural tunnel in the cliffs.
This only entrance to this pebbly lake is called Ghar iz-Zenga (= the Blue
Cave) because of the colour of the water within and around it. You can
travel out to sea through it on small fishing boats - and possibly go
around the Fungus Rock.

Another prominent feature is the Azure Window: the result of nature’s
erosive powers. The majestic window - towering one hundred metres -
thus created (two almost perpéndicularly-cut vertical rocks and a huge
horizontal mass over them) will obviously disappear in the foreseeable
future since the process is continuing!  Because of its unique and
majestic look, this natural phenomenon remains favourite site - and sight -
for professional photographers and artists, as well as tourists and locals.

It is interesting to note that the Window has featured twice on Malta
stamps: one of the experimental Postage Labels set issued from 2002 and
the 37¢ among the 2010 “Treasures”, designed by Cedric Galea Pirotta.
This landmark also appeared on the Occasion Card issued by MaltaPost
for the Gozo Philatelic
Society’s 10th Annual
Exhibition in November
2009.

(with acknowledgenmts to
San Lawrenz Local Council)
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Call Manuel Grech Tte. 21566777

Mob.99206525

TRIQ IL-MUNICIPJU RUMAN
VICTORIA

We offer: Network & Accessories. {,’} W :

Cartridge and toner refill
& a variety of Computer & Laptop Systems

problems?
Don’t worry.
We will find

a solution.




The {JB}Catalogue

of Malta Stamps
and Postal Hi
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22nd Edition ]E
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FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS.
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES.
INCLUDING THE 1.B. 2014
CATALOGUE.
COINS AND MUCH MORE

TOGETHER WITH A
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER

The New Edition 1s now on sale.

Telephone; 21342189 / Fax; 21346069.

e-mail; sliemastampshop.com.mt www:sliemastampshop.com.mt.

! SLIEMA STAMP SHOP| 91 Manwel Dimech St.,
Sliema, Malta.
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