
























































E & O not E (33)

glances at stamps with design or printing mistakes.
(well-known or obscure)
Antoine Vassallo

N\ 2 {permission of the owner
Eeron ) {as some sort of trademark.
“The Vanguard™ was actually painted in a
small farmhouse near the Scottish highland town of Calendar - and
did not depict an event west of the Mississippi. But few really
cared about this detail!

The image caught the attention of the Post Office Department (and e
Raymond Ostrander Smith, staff designer of the Bureau of Engrav- | ¥ W
ing and Printing) and was adopted for the $1 design. A full apology [/Y ¥ Femmeses
was later issued to the
owner of the painting (Archibald Camp-
bell, 1st Baron Blythswood).
Interestingly the Trans-Mississippi series
were originally to be bi-coloured; but the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing, its
resources overtaxed by the needs of the
Spanish-American War, simplified the
printing process and the stamps appeared
in single colours only - this one in black!
The original colour scheme was used in a
re-issue for the Exhibition centenary.
Though an influential writer or two did
not think much of the designs (one
describing them as “poorly conceived”), pristine copies of these Cattle can sell for
tens of thousands of dollars - possibly because of the rather limited volume sold.
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Anthony Grech

after the huge success with the Prime Minister
personalized stamps and Cards, the

GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY
is proud to present with the encouragement of the present incumbent
HL Mario Grech Bishop of Gozo
and the ongoing support of the sesquicentennial committee -

a set of ten personalized stamps and cards, cancelled with a special
commemorative postmark (issued by MaltaPost plc.) in a limited
edition,showing the
BISHOPS OF GOZO
ON THE OCCASION OF THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CREATION OF A SEPARATE DIOCESE
comprising Gozo & Comino (1864 - 2014).

Anthony Grech is the designer of the stamps, covers and Postmark, with
historical consultancy by Mgr Dr Joseph Bezzina.

The set will be available in two se-tenant sheets of five each or/and on ten Cards
on 16 September 2014
However it is recommended that pre-orders are made immediately!

An order form with prices is sent to you with this News Letter. Please note that
the number of cards and stamps is going to be strictly limited. So do not be
disappointed, make your order now.

All Gozitan-Members of the Gozo Philatelic Society must acquire the
latest “Malta Philatelic Society’s ‘Journal no.Vol 43/1 of April 2014. It is
fullofiprofessional articles about Gozo Postal history and historic letters
{l_;e time of the French occupation of Gozo. All these treasures
which, should interest, not only philatelists but also Gozo history lovers,
are profe_s,sjgnaﬂj’} presented by the President of the Malta Philatelic So-
ciety, Ghiev Dr. Alfred Bonnici. And YES why not subscribe as members
in the Malta Philatelic Society? Membership fee for local members is €8
for adults and €2.33 for Juniors. Receiving by post this Journal is worth
every penny of it and much more. For more information and/or sub-
scription write to the Secretary of the M.P.S. Mr. John A. Cardona, 56,
St. Mary Street, Tarxien, Malta.Or by email johnacardona@gmail.com

FUSEE NN EEEE NN NN NN NSNS EEEEEEEEEENg
FENENEEEEEEEEEEEEEE NN E N EEEEEENEEEER
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MALTA OVERSEAS

local connections on foreign stamps (18) Antoine Vassallo
local connections on foreign stamps

; Joint issues usually offer a good oppor-
A tunity to feature foreign sites; this has
ot Iasue Israel-Malta happened in our latest, with Israel in
: January 2014.
The single design, by Ronen
Goldberg, includes photographs of two
halls. Both originally created by the
Knights Hospitaliers (“The Order of
Malta”), they can still be considered as
tourist attractions. That in Israel is their
gothic-style dining room in Acre, while
Malta’s is now the Mediterranean Con-
ference Centre in Valletta - overlooking
the Grand Harbour.

The MCC was constructed in the late

vt th B
sixteenth century (under Grand Master

Jean de la Cassiere) as the Order’s
Sacra Infirmeria or main hospital. As is well known, taking care of sick
and wounded was a major objective of the Knights - their sacred duty.
They acquired excellent medical skills, including complex surgical
techniques. They also gave
importance to hygiene, even
using silver utensils. In fact
this was a state-of-the-art
| hospital with a capacity of
| over 600 beds and women,
siliia Vet s A
non-Catholics were treated

= 1 s non-discriminatorily - quite

e Israel joint issue first day cover signed by

H.E. Oren David Ambassador of the State of Israel unusually : for the then
to the Republic of Malta. current social norms every-

where!
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This state-owned impos-
ing building has obviously
seen many changes over
the years but the “Great
- |Ward”, measuring over
| one hundred fifty metres
in length, was among the
very largest in Europe and
described as “one of the
The Malta joint issue first day cover grandest interiors in the
world”. It obviously repre-
sented an architectural feat and remains so impressive that it is now regu-
larly used for exhibitions and as a high-class banqueting hall, easily

seating well over a thousand.
You are invited to send write-ups (or even just suggestions)

about other foreign stamps with themes or designs related to Malta.
The presentation of this joint issue took place on Wednsday 5 February
2014 at the Mediterranean Conference Centre, Valletta. A splendid lecture
"The Medieval Jewish Heritage of the Maltese Island was delivered by
Charles Dalli M.P.hil (Canta 6).

The Sacra Infermeria or The The Apostle Luke patron Saint
Knights Hall, Valletta. of Doctors on a background of

St. Luke’s Hospital.

The last Postage Stamp set of
Colonial Malta, designed by

Chev Emanuel Vincent
Cremona
on 5 September 1964.

L . g v v v

A Knight attending the sick.
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MORE ITEMS FROM THE JUNCKER
COLLECTION

Donated to
The Gozo Philatelic Soc1ety

Mr. Wolfgang
L&

Mrs. Krista
JUNCKER. -

ERRORS & VARIETIES
“ON MALTA STAMPS
By Anthony Grech

‘POSTAGE’
Printed upside
down
Block of 4 4 Block of 4
1/2 d. Value Omitted - No Perforations

THIS IS A SMALL PART OF THE PRESTIGIOUS COLLECTION DONATED BY
MR. & MRS. WOLFGANG JUNCKER TO THE GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY.
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Apri[;Jzzrze AN

maLrng 1

maLtag1*

matmg’

Spelling Error
ONE PNNEY

Queen’s facial
features omitted

Correct Stamo
| sty

Misplaced
Malta Cross

Shifted Perforation
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'Not just PAPER (8)

_examples of unusual stamp production LnteineC)asille

Flora has of course long:been a common - and poputar. -.theme in stamp designs.

i T . The Netherlands is famous as aleading

flower producer and in 2007 it tried to be

i i philatelically innovative: by including

N seeds. The sheet consists-of ten different

; stamps (eight with a face value of 44

‘cents; together with two 88s) forming an

....... attractive composite desgn. Seeds were

affixed centrally to.each stamp during the

_printing process. A £

_Especially for those readers who would

not be able to distinguish them (),the

species depicted are: snapdragons, blue

! ‘ labella, red and white dianthus, red and

"""""" ™ T 7 T Wwhite-petunias, arabis, sweet peas and -
iy ) pink phlex. 2, o

5 TIPS i _These stamps were also available as se-

----------- T gt e W tenant strips of two in a prestige booklet

E L (titled “Gift.of Flowers” on the cover)

compased of five panes.” o
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The Great 1971 United Kingdom postal workers’ strike.

John Luke Debrincat

This strike was staged by postal workers between January and March 1971.

The postal workers demanded a pay rise of between 15 and 20%, but the Post
Office managers offered a much lower rise. This decision gave way for the
postal workers to walk out, resulting in Britain's first national postal strike.
The strike began on 20 January and lasted for seven weeks. Finally on 4 March
an agreement was reached and the strike ended. After voting over the weekend,
the strikers returned to work on Monday 8§ March 1971. It took several days
before the backlog was cleared .The 200,000 postmen and women are estimated
to have lost about £150 each and the Post office lost some £25m in revenue.
This strike coincided with the introduction of decimal currency in the U.K. Not
all workers were happy with the agreement reached between their union and the
postal administration. When in a rally, the post union general secretary, Mr. Tom
Jackson urged the workers to accept the agreement many workers jeered,
shouting "Hey, hey, Tommy J, how about our £3 pay?"

The Great Strike gave the opportunity to many officially licensed and unlicensed
private posts to operate, offering their service and minimising the inconvenience
created by the withdrawal of official postal services. Some of these commercial
private postal agencies were genuine. They provided local, national and
international services to their clients. Other agencies were invented by stamp
collectors and dealers to produce philatelic material for collectors.
Several different and attractive labels and hand-stamps were produced.

THE GREAT
1971
POSTAL STRIKE
Cover from
The Mr. & Mrs. Juncker Collection
donated to the
Gozo Philatelic Society

g 5 ) ¥

LE BAVRE:

Air Mail Cover sent on 20 February 1971 from Valletta, Malta to La Havre, France
and forwarded to Southampton U.K. by Cross Channel Ferry Two 25p Cross
Channel decimal issue labels were fixed on the front and back of cover. The letter
arrived and hand-stamped at La Havre on 24/2/1971 and at the U.K. on 25/2/1971.
The U.K.*EMERGENCY POSTAL SERVICE’ postmark dated 25 February 1971
was applied on both labels.
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Appreciation

Lhs rﬂ?t’\ﬂ

and the Omean

he news of the passing away of someone is always bad news,
because death means not only the ceasing of every human work
and activity of the individual concerned, but also the suffering of
cruel separation by persons of the same family, relations and
friends of the deceased person. The bad news is even worse, when it comes
unexpectedly.

In fact many were those persons who were taken by surprise on
Thursday, 3rd April, when the news spread out at Rabat, Gozo, that our friend
George Vella had passed away. Incidentally, a quite common name. However,
George Vella was not that common person. George was an artistic person. In
fact as a member of the Circolo Gozitano, for several years he was in charge of
the Arts Subcommittee.For this same reason George was designer of the logo of
the Circolo Gozitano and several other logos. He was a co-founder with others
of the Gozo Philatelic Society. He had the knowhow in making beautiful designs
of certificates to be given out to winners in competitions organized by the
Circolo and the Philatelic Society. The Diploma of Gieh Ghawdex conferred
annually by the Circolo Gozitano to several persons and associations was also
designed by him.

As a Philatelist George Vella was quite known not only in Gozo but also by
3] many other citizens hailing for the island of Malta
i-| for the beautiful philatelic cards which he used to
o design. Whenever the Post Office issued a set of
stamps bearing some aspect of Gozo’s history or
of our island’s traditional life, George used to
take the initiative to design an artistic card to tally
~ | with the stamp concerned.He used to design also
personalised stamps and sometimes also the

28



WWW.Stamps-g0z0.0rg April—June 2014

special postal rubber stamp that goes with them. Without any shadow of doubt
now it can be said that George had left a real philatelic patrimony to be enjoyed
also by future generations.

George had very much at heart the Gozitan National Patrimony and for some
time he was entrusted by the Ministry for Gozo to take care the restoration of
historical places both at the Citadel and in other parts of Gozo, with special
mention of Ta’ Kola Windmill in Xaghra.

He took real pleasure working with the subcommittee to commemorated
prominent Gozitans such as the Gozitan Poet George Pisani and the Poetess
Mary Meylak.

For some time he also taught Gozitan Youth the art of pottery
making at the Gozo School of Art. Also to his credit will
remain his unstinting and disinterested help passed on to
students who were preparing for their exams, their project, a
paper or a thesis. His cooperation knew no bounds.

Howver, in my opinion the best piece of art he created for the
benefit of Gozo’s Patrimony was the design of the Monument
i honour of Archpriest Cassar, which was later on erected in
front of St. James’s Church at It-Tokk or Independence
Square. This monument was officially unveiled by His
Excellency the President of Malta, Dr. Edward Fenech Adami
Archpriest Cassar | oy 3rd February 2006 and was blessed by His Lordship the
TRRREERE VIS Bishop of Gozo, Monsignor Nichols J. Cauchi.

As we have already said, this monument was designed by
George Vella, the bust was sculptured by Michael Camilleri Cauchi, it was cast
in bronze by Joe Chetcuti (Malta), the marble plinth was manufactured by the
Gozitan Firm A. E. Ellis Ltd. of Victoria and the erection of the monument was
entrusted to Raymond Bonello of Xaghra, a piece of beautiful artistic work
which will be enjoyed for a long time by many generations to come.
Now George Vella has gone forever, however we can say
that the had wholly completed the mission assigned to him
by the Creator for the benefit of the Gozitan Island. There-
fore it is most fitting for us not to forget him, and we
should always remember and commemorate what he has
done for the honour and well being of our dear Island,
Gozo.
Our condolences go to his wife Josephine and her
family, his relatives and all his friends.

E s The last postmark
DBy -Lnten T Hard. designed by George
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The ”Catalogue
of Malta Stamps

W =SH

" Misany 8
Orera ESTAL
194298002

D

22nd Edition

FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS.
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES:
INCLUDING THE J.B. 2014
CATALOGUE.
COINS AND MUCH MORE

TOGETHER WITH A
FRIENDY ATMOSPHER

The New Edition 1s now on sale.

Telephone; 21342189 / Fax; 21346069.

e-mail; sliemastampshop.com.mt www:sliemastampshop.com.mt.

{ SLIEMA STAMP SHOP| 91 Manwel Dimech St.,
il Sliema, Malta.

o Bt 5 wradise




