



























































The first Capo Mastro of Fort Chambray was Francesco Busuttil
appointed on 1st August 1751 who also had intructions to demolish the
Old Castello after Chambray had been fully completed. However,
Busuttil died on July 13th, 1773 and was succeeded by Pasquale
Scicluna under the same conditions.

The years rolled on and no one seemed inclined to start demolishing the
Castello.The new formidable fortifications built during the
Grandmastership of Alof de Wignacourt (1601-1622) were too hard a
nut to crack! Morevoer the hard facts were that Gozitans prefered their

ancient town on Citadel hill and its suburb, than Chambray, and as we

have already said nobody went to live there.

On June 9th, 1798, Napoleon Bonaparte arrived
off Malta, and by June 10th he occupied both
Malta and Gozo. Fort Chambray stoutly defied
Bonaparte’s General Reynier. Four brave
Gozitans lost their lives defending the Fort.
These were the husbands of Giovanna Mizzi,
Maria Calleja, Maria Grima and Rosa Saliba who later on received a

pension in view of the loss of their dear
ones.
Later on the Fort was occupied by
French troops but they were forced to
evacuate it on 25th September 1798,
and in 1805 some French soldiers were | Graffiti
imprisoned within its walls. by
During the 19th Century and up to 1928 | British
Fort Chambray was occupied by several | Militarymen
British regiments. It was used as a rest o e
camp during the First Great War 1914- \gﬁlls of
ambray
1918 and also as a place where the

wounded were brought for
convalesence, particularly those who took part in the Gallipoli campaign.
The Gozo Hospital for Mental Diseases was opened at Fort Chambray in
1934. About 150 patients were housed in the fomer two storey barracks
of the Knights. From 1937 to 1936 what was formerly used as married
quarters for the British regiments were transformed into a Leprosy
Hospital.

In the Fort there were also two cemetries one for Catholic and the other
for Protestans where several British Soldiers and high civil service
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officials were buried. It is really a pity that they were desacrated and
destroyed by “would be developers” with the authorities concerned not
raising a finger to conserve Gozo’s historical patrimony.

In the sixties the Italian company Federici and Igliori had filed an
application with the Government
for the conversion of Fort
Chambray into a first class hotel,
but nothing materialised.

In 1986-87, several construction

Old Chambrey

as a Tourist attraction, but following
the change in Government, in 1992
this historic Fort was given on

emphyteusis to Antimen, a company of Adv. Roberto Memmo registered
at Monaco, against the payment of Lm10,000 per annum as ground rent.
which later on that year changed its name to Antimen 2 and was registered
in Rome. A consortium of local investors also had vested interest in the
Chambray project.

At last, in 2005 the Government passed Fort Chambray over to the Fort
Chambray Co. Ltd of Dr. Michael Caruana, LL.D. that started the real
development and restoration of this historic Fort. This could be done as the
said company acquired all shares of previous investors who prima facie
wanted to earn money withou making any effort to develop the Fort as a
first class residential entity. What others could not do was superbly carried

out and is still being done by Fort Chambray Co. Ltd.

Panoramic view from Fort Chambray. Photo by George Vella.
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A BIG WELL DONE

N L/ Goes to our member Ms. Jacqueline Mary
:S? ((,~” <= Curmi for her participation not only in our
exhibition but also in the Malta Philatelic

Society, MALTEX 2013 Philatelic

Exhibition. Ms. Curmi created a
FIRST-EVER FEMALE
:::/;‘-‘]J@[‘,—-..;'--J:Agti'@fﬁ) ASRST E C 1 P A TION
3 " in the history of this prestigious exhibition.

REMEMBER......
Members meeting
on first Sunday of
February 2014 at
the Victoria Scouts Head
Quarters,

St. Dminka Street, Victoria.
Come along, bring a friend.
Lots of items for sale at low prices.
Stamps, firstday covers and much
more.
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B OOKLETS « o+ When did they start?

Anthony Grech.
Stamp booklets have a practical use. It is almost impossible to carry
stamps in a wallet. Stamps tend to tear or even worse to stick to each
other. The booklet offered a kind of protection and the idea was
welcomed by the general public. The United states of America are

considered to be the pioneer of the
stamp booklets. However long before
1 MaltaPostage| | . SA booklets arrived, the Western
Stamps Union Telegraph Co. issued in 1861
6at 1d 2’6 ' | booklets with stamps that could be
[ivem=| 12at2d exchanged for telegraphic use.
PALAES u:%sv;%':xmu At first booklets were not popular with
collectors. But than in the 1930’s
something happened and the great hunt

SOOKLET NOY

First Malta Booklet

for these items started. A few well to do collectors started to buy all the
booklets they could lay their hands on. They visited dealers, attended
auctions, looked for bargains and made a clean sweep of any booklet
available. This was the first golden age of the booklet. Before that,
booklets were sold for pennies, afterwards the price reached hundreds of
sterling. The booklet popularity was so great that Booklet Societies were
set up with thousands of members, catalogues published and crowds of
collectors invaded the stamp dealers, but only a few booklets were still
available.

In Malta the first booklet appeared on 6 May 1970

(J.B. Stamp Catalogue no B1). It had a sewing machine slate grey cover,
depicting the General post Office, Palazzo Pariso, Valletta. Priced at
2/6d it contained 6 stamps of 1d. (Definitive issue of 1965, JB no 311)
and 12 of 2d.(Definitive issue of 1965, JB no 313). Information about
postage rates was printed on the inside of the front cover,

while the end cover had an advert for ‘Cassar & CoOper’  pumrmwarmems
and for Emmanuel Said stamp dealers. This was the only SE=EFEEER
booklet to carry an advert for a private company. Three
other similar booklets were issued in different cover :
colours and with different views. On 2 November 1994 ==
Posta Malta issued its first Air Mail Booklets. To day
Maltapost issues a stamp booklet every year using the
‘Europa’ stamps. (Reference; Stamp Lover 1993 Vol.95)
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examples of unusual stamp productwn hitwine () awsall

Quite a few countries have expeumented Wlth the addmon of other materlals to
the stamp paper. One of these is wood' - maybe not very. .dlffe,l',vent chemically!

[ highlight the 2005 sets commemorating the Battle of
Trafalgar ~ bicentennial issued by quite a - few

Commonwealth territories: an “omnibus®, This event

was a decisive naval victory, probably best-known for

Admiral: Horatio Nelson’s death. He commanded: the

Royal Navy fleet which destloyed the combined

Spanish and French off Cape Tlaf'llgal on the
Spamsh Coastes 7

Oak 1emoved during the: restmatlon of HMS
Victory; Nelson's flagship, provided powder to
be embedded into the particular’design. T show
Bermuda s example; the other three stamps
were “‘normal”, showing HMS
ﬂ{éﬂﬁ {Pickle  (constructed “in
{ Bermuda):  Other issuers
mcluded Ascension, Bahamas,
N BIOT, British Virgin Islands, Kiribati,
{ Nauru, St Helena, St. Lucia and
2 ~ Tristan da Cunha.

Boastmg of mumerous “Nelsonian?” connectioms (he
went ashore a couple of times. and his
body was'landed there), Gibraltar issued
a miniature sheet actually containing “a layer of Victory
- {wood”. A »

11 This ship-had in fact already' been shown a substantial number
of times, beginning (if 1'm not mistaken).in 1932 - Antigua. T
limit myself to a further two dozen!
as-always, readers are invited-to
send comments.or:

— POSTAGE
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There are the names of 30 stamp issuing countries in this square. Mark
each country. They are spelled forward, backward, up or down and
even in diagonals. Can you find all 30 or at least 25? If you do, just

write them on a piece of paper (do not tear the News Letter) together
with your name and address and send them to;-
Anthony Grech, ‘Warda Maltija’ 4 Triq I-Ibisku, Xewkija
by not later than the 20 January 2014. Members with correct an-
swers will receive a stamp gift, or a First day cover.
Countries starting with letter;-
A=2.B=3. C=4.D=1 F=2. G=3. [=3. L=1.
M=2. P=2. R=1. T=2. U=2. V=1. Y=I.




Stamp terms used in PHILATELY (40) Emanuel Vella.

Opera Glass Cancel;
| Onza; Spanish) Twin circular date stamp devised by
| /6 onzas = 1 libra. ||||Pearson Hill ROTACY, )

Currency unit of and used for a
Spain 1854-5. short period in
Great Britain—
Labout 1348

Oradea; (Nagyvard, Eastern
Hungary). A special set of sur-
charged stamps of Hungary. Is-
sued by the Russians in 1945 to
commemorate its being handed
back to Romania.

Oranje

TYYYT VY VYT YYYY

Y
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Orange Free State; Former independent Boer Republic in South
Africa. Stamps were first issued in 1868. In the Anglo-Boer War the
British occupation led to the appearance of V.R.I. Overprints on
Orange Free State stamps, well known for their Orange Tree design
were printed. The country was then renamed Orange River Colony.

Orange River Colony;

Former British colony in South Africa,
previously known as Orange Free State.
The first stamps then inscribed were over-
print of Cape of Good Hope issues, 1900-
02. Definitives followed in 1903. In 1910
the territory became a province of South
Africa and since 1913, South African
stamps have been used.

LA AL LA AL S AL s s
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Orangebury Coil,
Scott’s no 389 is the rarest known USA
pre-cancel as only 500 coils were made
for the Bell Chemical Co. of that town.

SBS0BEB000000 0

Orb;
The ball, cross-surmounted and the em-
blem of British Royalty, which was the
basis of the watermark design used in

Great Britain stamps of 1873

Orcbha; .
Former Indian native state which issued its
own internal stamps from 1913 to 1950.
Stamps of India are now used

Orchid
The emblem
on stamps of

Manchuria, a - -
Chinese Ordinaries;

province United States of America, definitives,
regular and general issues

Ore;

Scandinavian monetery unit.Used
by Denmark and Greenland since
1875. Norway since 1876 and
Sweden since 1858
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Valletta that will be dedicated to all things postal...the history, the
industry, the artworks, correspondence, stamps...etc.

Construction works are nearing completion and we have also
engaged consultants who have the necessary expertise in the
setting-up of museums and such 'experiences'.

As keen knowledgeable and dedicated enthusiasts on Malta-
related philately we would welcome any ideas and suggestions
that you may have regarding what could be included in the phila-
telic section of the museum. At this stage of the planning proc-
ess, we are open to submissions on concepts, ideas and sug-
gestions for example, on facilities , subject matter, story lines,
themes etc. Please do bear in mind that the museum is primarily
intended to relate the story of Malta's postal services / activ-

ity and to provide an ' experience' to the average visitor rather
than to serve as a centre of research and study .

We look forward to learning whether the Gozo Philatelic Society
would be interested in letting us have its
ideas / feedback on this .

With thanks and best regards
Joseph Said

Chairman

MaltaPost pic

Marsa — Malta
www.maltapost.com
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OFFICIAL RESULTS OF THE GOZO PHILATELIC
SOCIETY 14 ANNUAL EXHIBITION
HELD AT THE GOZO MINISTRY EXHIBITION HALLS
21 TO 27 October 2013.
' POSTAL HISTORY O
First Prize;-Anthony Grech.

Second Prize;-Jacqueline Mary Curmi.
Third Prize;- Jesmond Borg.

TRADITIONAL PHILATELY.
First Prize;- Anthony Grech.
Second Prize;- Jesmond Borg.
Third Prize;-Jacqueline Mary Curmi.
Runners up;- Anton Said Cremona,
Mario Casingena & Vincent Grech

SOCIAL PHILATELY
First Prize;- Anthony Grech.
Second Prize;- Jesmond Borg.
Third Prize;- Jacqueline Mary Curmi.

BEST ITEM ON SHOW;-ANTHONY GRECH.
AGGREGATE CUP;- JESMOND BORG

JUNIOR SECTION.
First Prize; Natalia Said.
Second Prize;- Lara Grech.
Third Prize;- Matthew Cardona.

Runners up;- Zachary Borg, John Luke Debrincat,
Miriana Said, Ellyn Rose Debrincat, Nicolai Vella,
Rebecca Xerri, Martina Grech, Jonathan Paul Portelli,
Nicholas Zammit, Glenn Muscat.

Anton V. Said R Antoine Vassallo
President Secretary




CIRCULAR TO ALL GPS MEMBERS

[ have pleasure to invite you to our fourteenth

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held at Scouts HQ (#rig Santa Dminka Victoria)
on Sunday 12" January 2013 at 9.30 am.
AGENDA:
1= Minutes of thirteenth AGM
2= Financial Statement
3= Secretary’s Report
4= President’s Address
= Election of Members for Committee
6= Motions
7= Other Matters
[ thus invite paid-up members to:
nominate themselves (or others) for the
New Committee
and submit notice of Motions.

The AGM concludes with the
Distribution of Certificates and Prizes
(including, besides the usual SSS Vouchers, a copy of Malta
Stamp Collection for Best Item in Show, a copy of the Historical
Collection for best Aggregate and a total of fifteen subscriptions
for a year ‘s issues of FDCs sponsored by MaltaPost plc

Junior exhibitors can invite their family too. Members are
encouraged to offer themselves for nomination to the
Committee Members can propose Statute amendments
(copies of which are available from the Secretary)
or other Motions.
All members are heartily encouraged to attend.

Antoine Vassallo Secretary GPS




4 SLIEMA STAMP SHog|

mech St.,
Sliema,

O MALTA Jioior
: B o

Y Ly £
FOR BEST PRICES

MALTA & FOREIGN STAMPS.
FIRST DAY COVERS.
ALBUMS.
STOCKBOOKS.
PHILATELIC LITRITURE.
POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS
STAMP CATALOUGES.
INCLUDING THE J.B. 2012
CATALOGUE.

O O OFOTYOOYOPTFFOTPUF€d % T T U UM T UU U™MU€U“M™MTZFETEY UYUYTYT“ N

The {gB}Catalogue
of Malta Stamps
and Postal History

Telephone; 21342189
Fax; 21346069.

E-mail; sliemastampshop.com.mt
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