
























































to London, the Governor went into details. Apparently, the Council of
Government had suggested some modifications to Florio’s tender and
these had been refused by the company’s representative resident in Malta
(identified as Mr di Bartolo). The Governor went on to say that,
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The situation was still uncertain. The Governor feared that Florio
would not continue with the service since these had broken off discus-
sions. There was, furthermore, the problem of financing the transport of
mail. London did not seemed inclined to fork out any money and they in-
formed the Governor accordingly in June of that year.

Somehow or other, the Florio service continued to be provided for
the rest of 1873, but without the Friday trip. Van Straubenzee, the Malta
Governor was, understandably, still wary of this company’s reliability.
When he checked on the contract which Florio had with the Italian Gov-
ernment, it transpired that the latter had the facility to suspend the Malta
service and thereby saving some £2,500 a year.

age stamps from
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There was also the problem of the subsidy. London had refused to
make any payments towards the service. They were not prepared to pay
the small sum of £1,000 towards the expense, something which the Gover-
nor ‘deeply regret[ted] ... in the earnest hope that the question may still be
reconsidered.” The Governor was aware that if he were to turn to the local
Council of Government for funds, particularly if no help from Britain be-
ing forthcoming, this would object to vote the required funds. The next
best solution suggested by the Governor was that of asking the Colonial
Office whether these could intervene with the Italian Government. Maybe,
he wrote,
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A new player had in the meantime come on the scene. A Mr P. L.
Henderson contacted the Governor to offer the provision of the mail
service — twice, or even thrice — weekly against an annual subsidy of
£4,000 or £5,000. Henderson proposed to use his steamship, the /talia, to
carry mail, as well as passengers and goods, between Malta and Sicily.
However, he wanted an urgent reply to his proposal. The Governor,
accordingly informed London that he would be convening the Council of
Government to discuss this latter proposal.
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An eventual acceptance of this offer would have meant that there
would have been fwo, not one, contracts for the carriage of mail: one
funded by the Italian Government (namely, the Florio service) and another
one by the Maltese (Henderson’s). Van Straubenzee, a Malta-born British
governor, sought in this any possible benefits. He could avoid asking for
an increase in taxation to finance the contract if a compromise was
reached with the Italian Government. Accordingly,
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From calculations he made, it resulted that the subsidy which the
[talian Government was paying the Florio for their Malta service
amounted to £2,500 per year. At the same time, that contract empowered
the Italian Government ‘to suppress that service and thereby to save that
large amount.” Perhaps, thought the Governor, it might be suggested to the
[talian Government to withdraw the Florio service (once the Henderson
contract had been accepted by Malta’s Council of Government) and, in
consideration of the savings made, contribute towards the subsidy to be
paid to Henderson.

This brief overview of the
problems relating to the
carriage of mail between
Malta and the rest of
Europe limited to a very
brief period brings to the
fore Malta’s peripheral
geographic position. On
the one hand, we have
seen how private interests
sought to provide a ser-
vice that was vital to both
local and imperial inter-
ests, against payment. On
the other, we witness the




reluctance of the imperial government to contribute to such a service de-
spite the importance of having regular and reliable communication be-
tween Malta and London. Somehow or other, however, the service would
continue to be provided. In 1891, for example, a new governor, H.A.
Smyth, would inform London that the contract with the Florio-Rubattino
company (Florio had in the meantime run into financial difficulties and
had merged with the Rubattino company in 1881 under the name of Navi-
gazione Generale Italiana) would run its course on 31 December of that
year. Now, however, the volume of business had increased substantially
such that as much as six weekly trips between Malta and Sicily might be
required. Accordingly, the Governor requested permission from London to
raise the amount of the subsidy then being paid to the Italian company.
The problem of getting enough money, of course, remained. In the wake
of the 1873 events related above, the Imperial Government had reluctantly
started to make an annual contribution of £1,200. This, however, had with
time proved to be insufficient to provide an efficient service even if aug-
mented by local funds. The financial conundrum would remain long after
the events of 1873: everyone wanted the service but no one would, or
could, pay for it.

The triangular competition between private interests, the local
government and London concerning the transport of mail is but an exam-
ple of the structural forces and economic limitations impinging upon po-
litical realities. Ultimately, it resolved itself to trying to find an answer to
just one question:

Is there money in the mail?
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Stamp terms used in PHILATELY (39)

Emanuel Vella.

Obock; Seaport of French Somaliland. Colonial
‘Commerce’ keytypes first appeared in 1892. Striking
triangular and large oblong stamps were issued the next

1894 stamp of Obock year. Since 1901 Obock has used stamps of the
French Somali Coasts.
Obsolecent; About to become obsolete—to remain in use until exist-

ing stocks are exhausted or withdrawn. E.g. The death of a pope renders
all existing stamps bearing his portrait obsolescent immediately. This also
apply to the death of a king or queen. They normally become obsolete
when the new issue is stocked. This happened also in Malta with the
change over to the Euro.

Obsolete; 1n philately -no longer in use; or has ceased. i.e. Stamps have
been discarded or replaced by a new issue. It also means that these stamps
cannot be sold from post offices, but not necessarily invalid for prepay-
ment of letters.

Oceanic Settlements;  French islands in Easter Pacific, g
including Tahiti, the Society Island, the Marquesas, etc. §
Stamps first issued in 1892—through a few of the general
French Colonial issue were overprinted _
for Tahiti from 1882. The Island was
renamed French Polynesia in 1958.

Oceanic, Oceanic Settlement.

Odontometre;
Tooth measure. The

- perforation  gauge.
Invented in 1886 by Dr. Legrand of Paris.

Oesterr or Oestereich; Stamps of Austria.
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Off Centre; A stamp not centrally printed
within the limits of the paper i.e. With margins
of uneven width. Early stamps which are off
centre are generally regarded as less valuable
or desirable than those perfectly centred.

Offentlig Sak; Inscription of certain official issues of Norway, now
abbreviated to O.S.

Officials; Stamps issued for
the use of Government Depart-
ments, public servants, mem-
bers of parliament, the army,
etc. Such stamps may or
{may not be supplied free, but
are a check upon usage and Pi==uuass
expenditure. In some coun-
tries, like India, they are
known as Service Stamps

AAAASAIAANS

Official ‘Paid Post’;  These are Franks’ (q.v.) in
the strict sense of the word in that they indicate that the
letter or package as impressed is lot liable for payment either in advance or
on receipt. They were in use as hand-struck stamps since the 17th. Century
and are still used today.

LA S S A A

Official Reprints, Stamps
reprinted by the original stamp is-
suing authority for special purpose,
person or body or as a commemora- f
tive; either in the original colours or
the same type of paper or other- ps
wise.

SINGAPORE §10

Off paper; Used stamps which have been soaked in water to
remove superfluous paper.
(to be continued)
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glances — and longer looks — at
events from a hundred years ago

Antoine Vassallo
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2013 marked the centenary of
the first Australian Common-
wealth postage stamp. For some
60 years prior to its release, the
[0 P W T T (S G N O Il i AR IRIM separate colonies in the island-
continent had produced their own. Normally called states by stamp
collectors, New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victo-
ria, Western Australia and the island of Tasmania continue to pro-
vide a vast area for philatelists.
Released 12 years after Federation, the first Australian national
stamp had a troubled beginning. This was partly due to the com-
plexity of a changing postal administration; but it was also political
in nature. Despite convening a specialist board and holding an inter-
national competition to obtain an outstanding design, the
“Kangaroo and Map” proved a contentious result. The design of no
single artist, it engendered widespread anger that the King's head
was absent. Other criticism revolved around the idea that a
kangaroo should be adopted as a national symbol, within a design
that was considered rudimentary compared with the ornate
standards of the time. Since its turbulent release, however, the
Kangaroo and Map design has
obviously gained much respectability -
and offers much possibility for
specialization. The World Stamp Expo
celebrated its centenary.
You might also like to refer to parts 10 and
11 in the Posthaste series which appeared
in Newsletters 40 and 41.




Not Just PAPER (5 ) Tingrie Dol

different super pewers.

The 45p stamp triggers
the augmented reality app.
which allows you to view
bonus material. by hover-
ing with smartphone or
device. The self-adhesive

examples of unusual stamp
production
Jersey Post took the opportunity
offered by the 2013 Superman-movie
“Man 'of Steel” starring Jerseyman
Henry Cavill to issue a set featuring
numerous  innovative™ production
techniques (developed by France’s
Cartor). ‘It can be said that each
stamp. ‘pays tribute to the hero’s

55p 1s transparent, representing the ability to ﬂy The gleaming 60p
is printed on flat simili-silver foiling,- reflecting his incredible
strength. The 68p is printed with thermochromic ink which, when
warmth is‘applied (even through holding with fingertips), reveals a
further image. Crushed granite taken from a pebble on ‘Beauport

beach (the = actor’s

favourite spot  in
Jersey) is applied to
the face of each 80p
thermographic
stamp. to. give its
rough, tactile finish.
Printed with" glow-
in=the=dark 1nk; the
88p reveals a hid-

den message

(visible only in darkness). The lenticular Miniature sheet completes
this issue: a-fast moving image flies across when tilted.
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MALTA OVERSEAS

Antoine Vassallo

local connections on foreign stamps (16)

| Various countries (including Malta itself - in

1998) have commemorated Jacques
Cousteau, the renowned explorer of the seas. Probably not all of us

m_ know of his connection with Malta. In fact his ship
“Calypso” plied the Gozo-Malta route for a few
months. So Cousteau’s vessel can truly be
described as a Gozo ferry which has featured on
numerous Cousteau stamps (sometimes
§ anonymously. For example, Romania had this in a
1985 Explorers & Pioneers set.

The Calypso was originally a wooden-hulled
minesweeper built for the British Royal Navy by the Ballard
Marine Railway Company of Seattle, USA. Made from Oregon
pine, she was launched on 21 March 1942 and assigned to active
service in the Mediterranean (HMS J-826). Soon after laid up at
Malta, this ship was struck from the Naval Register in 1947.

The contract to transport mail between Malta and Gozo had just
passed to Joseph Gasan (previously involved in operating the pre-
war sailings to Sicily). “Supply” permitting a very limited service,
Gasan had to acquire a new boat. e _____

This one seemed ideal since he had Looking out of (‘filypsn‘ cave
already chartered similiar vessels. [ Ramla Bayglog
Purchased in May 1949, she was
converted for commercial service
and renamed “Calypso G” in
obvious reference to the Homeric
nymph who hosted Ulysses right
overlooking Ramla (Ogygia |

transumed into Gozo!). Placed on

the sailings in March 1950, Gasan sold her at a good price in July
the same year. The name was however kept, just dropping the “G”.
Irish millionaire Thomas Loel Guinness leased her for a symbolic

one franc a year to Cousteau who restructured and transformed her
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at Antibes into an expedition vessel and
support base for diving, filming and
oceanographic research.
Calypso carried
advanced equipment,
including one and two-
man mini submarines
developed by Cousteau, diving saucers, and
underwater scooters. The ship was also fitted with a
see-through "nose", an observation chamber three
meters below the waterline, and was even modified
__to house scientific equipment
and a helicopter pad.
To conclude, I add further examples - thus
crossing the oceans too!

A romantic painting of the nymph Calypso
and Ulysses in their cave at Xaghra-Gozo.

E & O not E (31)

glances at stamps with design or printing mistakes.
: Antoine Vassallo

The Ordnance Survey 1S the ofticial mapping agency for Great
Britain, one that prides itself on order and detail. Celebrating its
1991 bicentenary, this error of value cannot escape a certain
measure of irony. How upset they must have been when some of
their commemorative stamps were released in 1991 with the wrong
price on them!Though ultimately printed with 28p as the value,
Royal Mail issued some trial stamps to an exhibition (just before
the postal rate increase) showing 26p. The
T “official” line is that this was not really an
| crror; but examples were reported to have
v’j; been found in at least one post office.

_{ One should always check thoroughly what
may appear common a stamps!




PROMOTING GOZO
THROUGH PHILATELY

Comino: the Church

Antoine Vassallo

Further to the two previous
dl articles (issues 43 & 47),
| there is a final Comino
| building to note: a chapel
| located above Santa Marija
| Bay — quite an uncommon
| setting. One can reach this
| single-storey building
(surrounded by trees) by
walking up from the sands, past the police station.

Known to have been built in 1618 (because of the new security offered by
the Tower — and enlarged in later centuries), it has been desecrated and re-
consecrated at least once in its history (by Bishops Bueno and Cannaves
respectively). Like many countryside chapels around Malta and Gozo, it
was probably ransacked quite a few times by raiders from the Barbary
Coast; this could explain the buttress at the back. The earliest record of a
chapel here can be seen on a 12" (or 13™) century navigational map (extant
at the Greenwich Observatory Museum).

On the 66¢ stamp in the 2004 Chapels set (designed by René Sacco),
Comino church is described as “ta’ Santa Marija” (like the bay itself) — as
often simply called. It was originally dedicated to the Annunciation
(one of the commonest and earliest devotions connected with the
Madonna) but this was changed in 1716 to another very joyful
moment in her life — her safe return from Egypt to her hometown in
Nazareth. This is sometimes described as “the Holy Family Upon its
Return from Egypt”; however, to conserve its Marian nature, it is usually
referred to as Our Lady on the Return from Egypt — probably uniquely!
Old documents state that the feast-day was 7th January but is now
celebrated liturgically on the last Sunday in July.

A priest crosses over from Gozo to offer his services: interestingly, though
the island in under Ghajnsielem’s responsibility, it seems that he has usu-
ally been from Qala. His presence is confirmed by bell peeling, rung from



the tiny sacristy. When rough seas stopped him, the residents gathered on
the Tal-Hmara rocks to follow Mass said for them in the Immaculate Con-
ception chapel (“7al-Blat”) above Hondoq ir-Rummien (Qala) across the
channel — with the help of a complex flag code.

: NATTA On entering through the doorway in the plain fa-
E e ) cade, one is struck immediately by the unusual lay-
§ Ll out: the altar (with its titular painting attributed to
FI . T the important Maltese artist Francesco Zahra) on
T 66¢| 1 one side and the benches on the other. But then the

Sttt senes aura of silence and peace overwhelms! There is
something else which is striking: what can be described as a wooden
trellis separating the presbytery from the rest of the church; this
surely counts as proof of antiquity! Other contents in-

clude an elegant confessional, three
lesser-than-life-size statues (the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, Our Lady and
il St. Joseph with the Child Jesus), a
il Crucifix and a set of Via Sagra
(Way of the Cross) .

Other contents include an elegant con-
fessional, three lesser-than-life-size

“tal-Blar” chapel,

statues (the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Our
Lady and St. Joseph with the Child Jesus), a Crucifix and a
set of Via Sagra (Way of the Cross) pictures. Linguists may note the in-
consequential wooden collection box because it is written in the non-
standard Maltese orthography of the pre-1930s. Anti-aircraft shells are
recycled as flower pots for decoration: they
were brought over by the island’s only active
soldier in World War II. There is a 1950s mar-
ble skirting going around the wall but unpre-
tentiousness remains the main impression. Un-
til 1949 Comino used to have its Maltese-style
festa in the summer but tragedy struck that year
when a petard exploded on the ground, killing
a young resident. No more outside celebrations
have been held since — and the decorations
stored away.
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