





















































GREAT BRITAIN

The 1847, 1d Red missing letter stamp was
supposed to have a letter in each corner of ||
the design like those issued previously in |f
1841. It so happened that on one printing ||
plate one of the letters was not printed on |
one of the lower corners. More than 20|
examples exist with the letter ‘A’ missing.

Issued in 1867/80, on each 6d stamp a
small number from 5 to 10, in white| W
colour is present in the lower corners.| [

Only stamps with the number 10 is very| [s=a%

In 1910 new stamps of King Edward VII
were printed and issued. The 2d Tyrian
plum was due for sale in May 1910, but
the king died on 6 May, so the stamps
were withheld. The Royal Collection has
the only one used stamp but other mint
stamps exist.

The 1/~ Government Parcels Inverted
Overprint was issued in 1900. For many years
this stamp was considered to be a fake and a
forgery, until 1950 when it was proved to be
genuine. Only a few examples of this stamp
exist.
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SAINT VINCENT 1948

In 1949 the whole supply of the St. Vincent £1
Silver Wedding were probably stolen. The au-
thorities ordered a new supply, but in purple. As
far as it is known only 8 stamps in black sur- | |
vived. The Royal Collection contains a block of | |
four. ¥

DOMINICA 1866

In 1866 Dominica ran short of its low value
stamps. It was decided to overprint the 6d
stamps ‘HALF PENNY’ and the 1/- stamps
‘ONE PENNY’ By mistake some 6d stamps |
were overprinted ‘ONE PENNY’, making
them a rarity.

INDIA 1852

India’s first regular post was organised in
1852. The first stamps were issued embossed
in scarlet, white and blue at a face value of
Half Anna. The stamps were produced one
at a time and were so bristle that they had to
be withdrawn from sale. Because only a few
were sold they are today very rare indeed.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1879
In 1879 these stamps were supposed to be printed in |
yellow, but by mistake they were printed in mauve.
A dealer who ordered some of these stamps realised
that they were of the wrong colour. The Post Office
sent him a letter of apology but the dealer was not
sorry at all!




BRAZIL 1843

This is the famous Brazil BULL’S EYE, so called
because of its design shape. Brazil was the second
country to introduce postage stamps, after Great

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1874

This stamp was supposed to be surcharged 3 pence.
Usually the 4 pence stamps were purple. Some were
blue and had 3 pence printed on them for sale as 3
Pence stamps. By mistake a sheet or two had the 3
pence surcharge omitted, making it a rare stamp
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| NIGER COAST 1093

| Nigeria ran out of its high value stamps. Some of the

| existing low value stamps were overprinted ‘20/-> in

| black, red or violet. Although all are a rarity, the black

|| overprint are the most rare. It is said that only 3 are in
3] | existence. They are so rare that in many catalogues

~ | these stamps are un-priced.
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ll FRANCE 1849.
I Early  French stamps were printed as Tefe
|| Beche (in pairs) with one stamp upside down.

FRANCE 1869. 1
France high value stamps were printed in two ||

operations, first the design and then the value. By |
mistake the value was not added on some stamps.
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()| REUNION 1852
These were the first French Colonial Stamps. They were
printed in Reunion on un-gummed paper. So glue had to
be used to stick them on letters

LAGOS 1893

|| Running out of half penny stamps, the Postmaster

| of Lagos ordered that the 4d stamps be overprinted
as ‘Half Penny’ stamps. However a sheet or more
of the 2d stamps were overprinted in this way.
Only about 2 such stamps are known to exist up to
today

o At oSBT AMAICA 1919/1921
81 "] | Some people are really lucky. A man bought some
1 | /- stamps and realised that all had their frames
| upside down. He rushed to the post office and
bought all the other 1/- stamps, thus making a

Bl 3 | | good profit from someone’s mistake.

BAVARIA 1849 ‘

The first stamp of Bavaria (Bayern) was printed in |
| black like the famous first stamp of Great Britain
| and the world.-The Penny Black

T
SPAIN 1851

| Stamps with a value of 2r were red while the 6r. value

o] | were blue. However by mistake the value 2r. ap-

"] | peared on some 6r stamps. A dealer bought a block of | |
/§ | the mistaken stamps and cut them to singles before | |
=1 | noticing the mistake. rl




ZURICH 1843
Zurich in Switzerland was the firs to issue
| postage stamps on the European Continent. These

? stamps were of 2 values, 4 and 6 Rappen.

and discovered that the value on the stamps was
missing. He quickly ordered more such stamps,
but the error had been discovered and all the
stamps were withdrawn.
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AUSTRIA 1867

These stamps were printed in red, the colour of the 5 |
kr., instead of green. Less than 10 of these stamps
have survived.

LABUAN 1901

In 1908, a dealer bought a quantity of
Labuan stamps and sold them in packets for 6
pence each. A young collector discovered that
| one of the stamps had its frame inverted

Philatelists rushed to buy these packets to find a stamp with the in- &
verted frame. Some actually did and it is believed that even today

there are still some, which are yet undiscovered.

were overprinted 2.%2d. Only a few were actually
used. The majority were bought by collectors.

tamps’ information
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PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 1854

These are the first stamps of the Islands, then a

Spanish colony. They were crudely printed with a
/I | libellous image of Queen Isabella II.

VIRGIN ISLANDS 1867 L
St Ursula is the patron Saint of the Virgin
Islands. She was supposed to appear in the middle
of the stamps in black. On some of the stamps the

2
saint’s image was not prmted R T

| | paper was unwatermarked, but Transvaal stamps
were supposed to be watermarked with an anchor.

[ MOUNT LEBANON 1861
|Having the stamp supply cut off during the
American Civil War, the confederates printed

| The 2d. and 4d. stamp of British Central Africa
(Nyasaland) with the then new Multiple Crown CA
watermark were never officially issued, but this is
one of them.




ROMAN STATES 1852
Called the ‘Cardinals’ Stamp this top value

1 Scudo was believed to have been used|
only by the Cardinals during the Conclave. |
This however is just a story. This stamp is | |
more difficult to find used than mint =l

SIERRA LEONE 1939

Normally the 1d King George VI stamp of Si-
erra Leon is a common stamp. What makes the
stamps in the picture extremely rare is the fact
that this pair are not perforated between each
other. It is believed that less than 10 of these
pairs exist.

MALTA 1919
This 10/- stamp is the most expensive stamp of
Malta. Its face value and the limited number
printed makes it very rare.
It is referred to as the Queen of the Malta Col-
lection. It is more rare postal used than in mint
condition. This stamp was mainly used by Nota-

V 4 | ries as revenue stamps.
Ssucd 1919 | Tt =
A\ C
I Watermark 4CA

—

MALTA 1860

The first Malta stamp was issued in 1860. This was
the Halfpenny yellow Queen Victoria stamp. There
were several later printings of this stamp in different
yellow hues. The first stamps were printed on bluish
un-watermarked paper.

e

AL

ARk |

-y
%
<
=
Z

\

s POSTAGE







ANNOUNCING
THIS YEAR’S
PHILATELIC

Covers Miniature Sheets at very good prices. First Day Covers
§ from 1980. Mint sets from 1960.Those interested can contact
I Mr. Cini either by Telephone, Post or by email.

[l Telephone number 21434896

I Postal address ;- Mr Paul Cini, 23 Baskal Buhagiar Street,
Mosta. MST 2130. Malta ;

| f E MAIL; p cini@maltanet.net
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] glances at stamps Wlth des:gn or: prmtmg mzstakes
o } or ob._vcure)
- Antome Vassallo

Brazil has been one of the good number of countries which issued
stamps specifically to denote the special rate of postage on newspapers
and periodicals, often listed separately in catalogues.The first
Newspaper set from this South American giant - appropriately inscribed

JORNAES - appeared in 1889, lithographed by the
1| American Bank Note Company of New York. These
| stamps were soon superseded and, in 1898, were
| surcharged to make them available for normal postage.

As often happens in such cases, various errors cropped
up. These include inverted and double surcharges, as well
| as wrong colours.

An attractive error is illustrated here: the 700reis was intended to
transform the 500r but someone at the National Printing Works in Rio
de Janeiro messed it up. In fact the surcharge was used on a 700r sheet
(which was supposed to become 1000r). This is quite rare and
expensive - thus an attraction for counterfeiters. For your information,
this particular stamp is guaranteed genuine, certified by specialist Brian
Moorhouse!

WE ARE SO

SORRY

Due to unforeseen teéchnical problems regarding the promised issue of
our first postcard series, PRIME MINISTERS OF MALTA it was
impossible for us to start the issue on the date given. We hope that
these problems will be solved in the near future.

We take the opportunity to thank those members who pre-ordered the
cards. We will keep you informed of any development regarding this
matter. Anthony Grech/GPS




Stamp Collector

\

§ = My worldly wealth I

s ¥

; 5 A humorous poem on
<.

i

hoard in albums three,

My life collection of rare postage stamps;
My room is cold and bare as you can see,
My coat is old and shabby as a tramp's;

Yet more to me than balances in banks,

My albums three are worth a million francs.

| 1keep them in that box beside my bed,

For who would dream such treasures it could hold;
(8 But every day I take them out and spread

' Each page, to gloat like miser o'er his gold:
Dearer to me than could be child or wife,

[ would defend them with my very life.

They are my very life, for every night /’ \
over my catalogues [ pore and pore; ™ ;

I recognize rare items with delight, ; '

Nothing I read but philatelic lore;

And when some specimen of choice 1 buy,
In all the world there's none more glad than 1.

=4 POSTAGE. jof

Behold my gem, my British penny black;

To pay its price I starved myself a year;

And many a night my dinner I would lack,
But when I bought it, oh, what radiant cheer!
Hitler made war that day - I did not care,
So long as my collection he would spare.

NG



Look - my triangular Cape of Good Hope.
To purchase it | had to sell my car.

Now in my pocket for some sous I grope
To pay my omnibus when home is far,
And I am cold and hungry and footsore,
In haste to add some beauty to my store.

This very day, ah, what a joy was mine,
When in a dingy dealer's shop I found

This franc vermillion, eighteen forty-nine . . .
How painfully my heart began to pound!

(It's weak they say), I paid the modest price
And tremblingly I vanished in a trice.

But oh, my dream is that some day of days,

I might discover a Mauritius blue,

poking among the stamp-bins of the quais;

Who knows! They say there are but two;

Yet if a third one I should spy,

I think - God help me! I should faint and die. . . .

Poor Monsieur Pns, he's cold and dead,
One of those stamp-collecting cranks.
His garret held no crust of bread,

But albums worth a million francs.

on them his income he would spend,
By philatelic frenzy driven:

What did it profit in the end. . .

You can't take stamps to Heaven.

Robert
William
Service
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“Phllatell(!” UIllOIl Antoine Vassallo

was held on 22 November 1919, the “official”
birthday. The new organization reached Gozo on 21
April 1920, by when it had begun a relationship with
the UK’s National Union of Teachers - an affiliation [Antonio  Galea,
which was only severed on Malta’s Independence in |educator, founder
1964. The MUT now represents educators in all levels, |of the MUT and
a membership well in excess of seven thousand easily | philatelist

making it the third blggest

Malta stamp issued on
17/10/1989

The first General

The Malta Union of Teachers is Malta’s
oldest extant trade union, with a 15 July
1945 date in the Registrar’s list. It was
founded through Antonio Galea’s efforts, a

A thirty year old teacher coming from a

‘ | family of teachers.

Meeting  (attracting
over five hundred
elementary  school
teachers, at whom it
was originally aimed)

In 1949 it became the twelfth member of the
World Organization of the Teaching
Profession and had an important influence
towards the creation of the World
Confederation of Organizations of the
Teaching Profession.

The idea of grouping teachers together to
strengthen demands for recognition of rights
actually grew through Galea’s hobby:

stampcollecting. He exchanged regularly with a teacher in England, an
active NUT member. Their correspondence helped him decide to begin
this initiative. However this relevant point was not noted in the stamp
issued to commemorate the MUT’s anniversary in 1989!

Even nowadays many teachers are philatelists and stamps are still used as
a non-electronic educational tool. The GPS is always appealing for school
support in recruitment of members and Committee members accept
invitations to visit. One should also mention the strong Junior class at our

annual Exhibition.




The IB Catalogue of Malta Stamps
and Postal History

Published hy Sliema Stamp Shop

91 Manwel Dimech Street Sliema - Malta

21st Edition
in Golour
is now

on sale

Price
€16.00

Tel: 21342189
Fax: 21346069

www: sliemastampshop.com.mt
e-mail: sales@sliemastampshop.com.mt




