


















































stamp terms used in PHILATELY (36)
(Emanuel Vella)

NIUE 5c

Nieu: One of the Cook Island group in the
South Pacific,a dependency of New Zealand
since 1901. Stamps of Cook’s Island were
used in Nieu from 1892 until New Zealand
stamps overprinted for Nieu were introduced
in 1902. The first definitives followed in
1920.

HANS BOLLONGER  LOWER MeCE
CHRISTMAS 1873

Niwin: Initials of° National Inspanning Welzjnszorgin
Netherlandsch Indie: overprinted and surcharged on
stamps of Netherlands Antilles in 1947 in aid of the
Social Welfare Fund.

No Hay Estampillas: (Spanish) Having no stamps.
Overprinted on typeset emergency issue of Barkacaos,
Colombia 1903.

Norddeutscher: North German (Confederation).

Norge: Norway.

North China Government: A  temporary| NORGE &0
stamp issuing authority as a Japanese| .
puppet state prior to and during 1941-45.

North German Confederation: Combined
in its postal union and political
federation the former stamp-issuing
authorities of Bremen, Hamburg, kol vowih o
Hanover, Mecklenburg-Schwerin and
Strelitz, Oldenburg, Prussia, Saxony,
Schleswig and Holstein. In 1868 it
made its own stamp issue and in 1871

it merged with Germany.
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North Mongolia: Touva.

Northern (Russian) Army:The
O.K.C.A. (Special Corps,
Northern Army) commanded by
General Rodzinko issued an
imperforated set of somewhat
dubious stamps in 1919, of which
there are many forgeries extant.

Northern Nigeria: Former British
protectorate of West ~ Africa, now part of
Nigeria, set up on the revocation of the
charter of the Royal Niger Company in
1900. The protectorate had its own stamps
from 1900to 1914, when it was
incorporated into Nigeria.

Northern Rhodesia: Former British protectorate of Central
Africa, under the administration of the British South
African Company until 1924. Its first stamps appeared
in 1925, prior to which the issues of Rhodesia were in
use. In 1953, Northern Rhodesia was incorporated into
the Central African Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland and used federation issue from 1954. On the
dissolution of the federation, stamps of Northern
Rhodesia alone were again issued in December 1963. In
the following year the country became independent and
was renamed Zambia.

North Western (Russian) Army:
Russian ‘arms’ types were
overprinted at Pskov by General
Yudanitch Army in 1919
provisional government. It is
stated that they have been
available for two days only.

(to be continued)

Happy New Year
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PHILATELIC CENTENNIALS

glances — and longer looks — at

events from a hundred years ago
(Antoine Vassallo)

4 — Machin creator born (1911)

Arnold Machin was born (the ninth of twelve) on 30
September 1911. From boyhood, he was interested in drawing
— and his family tried to provide him with a steady supply of
pencils, colours and paper. After leaving school, he entered
into an apprenticeship (decorating china) — and later
succeeded in making a name as a sculptor, becoming
Professor of Sculpture at the Royal College of Art.

Machin was involved in the design of the new British decimal
currency in the 1960s. Probably because the committee
included a couple of members who had official contacts with
Royal Mail, he was among those invited to submit ideas for
the new definitives to replace the Wildings. He in fact
produced a range of designs before the simple “Machin heads”
evolved. The process involved modelling three plaster casts of
Queen Elizabeth II, working from photos taken by Lord
Snowdon: one was eventually chosen to be photographed for
photogravure printing.

The first values appeared on 5 June 1967. Innumerable colours
and hundreds of different stamps later, there is no sign of the
end of life for this “modern classic”. These stamps in fact
signified a return to simplicity and dignity. The artist remained
proud of his design until his demise in 1999, by when he had
been awarded the OBE (for his coinage work).

Merry Christmas



It is said that Professor Machin was a somewhat eccentric
character but had a great attention to detail. Those who
worked with him were really impressed with his efforts to try
to ensure perfection: he supervised things even until the
presses began to roll to print the sheets!

Various countries and territories (including Antigua, Fiji,
Gibraltar, Grenada, Guernsey and Kenya — to mention just
half a dozen) have used Queen Elizabeth II’s head as depicted
by him. It was also used on numerous items of UK postal
stationary.
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Royal Mail marked the fortieth anniversary of the introduction
of this long-running series with a set of two stamps (in a range
of formats). One of the special postmarks quoted critic-
novelist AN Wilson’s description of this head as the most
familiar piece of 20™ century British sculpture. Another was
autobiographical: I think I was born a terracotta modeler.

Happy New Year



E & O not E (26)

glances at stamps with design or printing mistakes
(well-known or obscure)
(Antoine Vassallo)

New Zealand began issuing Christmas stamps in 1960, this
becoming one of its more popular themes. Most of the earlier
designs were simple reproductions of “classic” paintings, the
artist chosen for 1968 being Gerrit van Honthorst.

This Dutch baroque painter was born in Utrecht in 1590 —
where he died in 1656 — and is known under various names,
the most established being Gherardo delle Notti (because he is
especially celebrated for scenes with a night setting or
illuminated by a single candle). He was the son of a textile
painter — and his brother Willem, who was also an
accomplished painter, sometimes worked with him. He went
to Italy in the 1610s (to study the works of Caravaggio, Guido
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Reni and Bassano) and soon made a name for himself,
receiving commissions from numerous distinguished patrons;
in fact he left quite a few notable works there. On his return he
got married and was later appointed dean of the Guild of St
Luke. He bought a large house, using part as his workshop.
Van Honthorst was much sought after as a teacher (with up to
twenty-five students: as much as Rubens who even paid a
visit). He also worked at the court of King Charles I (London)
and for the House of Orange (The Hague). It is said that
Rembrandt's use of Caravaggesque devices in his early works
derives in large part from his knowledge of Gherardo’s
paintings.

New Zealand’s 2%c
stamp shows his
“Adoration”  (or,
more fully,
“Adoration of the
Child”), an oil on
canvas (96 x 131
cm) now at
Florence’s  Uffizi
Gallery. A joyous
sweetness  suffuses
the scene, presented
in intimate close-up; the white linen foretells the shroud of the
crucified Christ and the straw beneath the babe presages the
Eucharist.  Printed by England’s Harrison & Sons and
designed by the Post Office itself, this chalk-surfaced stamp is
clearly inscribed “Adoration of the Shepherds”. This is in fact
the name of a similar oil of his (just later — 1622), now housed
in Cologne’s Wallraf-Richartz Museum. Bigger (164 x 190

cm), it had previously hung in the Carthusian church of St . .

Barbara in the same German city.

Happy New Yec
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MALTA OVERSEAS

local connections on foreign stamps (12)
As promised, the “Knights of Malta” are featured again — and
this will surely not be the last occasion!

On 4 December 1972 the Order offered a 1 scudo stamp (both
in sheets of twenty and as a numbered miniature sheet,
decribed as a Christmas issue) showing the icon of Our Lady
“of Damascus” (or ta’ Damaxxena) venerated in Valletta’s
Greek-Catholic church. Further philatelic information is that
the printers (Rome’s Carte Valori Staderini) used multiple
Maltese Cross watermarked paper.

The Damascene icon was
transported from Rhodes when the
Knights were forced to flee the
island, while the church was built
between 1576 and 1587 by the
Rhodian John Kalamias on the site
donated by Grand Master del Monte
(1565—-1572); unfortunately it was
destroyed on 24 March 1942 (World
War 1I) but rebuilt (consecrated on
15 August 1951 by bishop Georgios
Halavazis).

The Damascene icon (crowned in
1931, on the 15th Centenary of the
Council of Ephesus) is not the only
treasure in this church (in Archbishop Street). Although over
thirty icons were lost under the WWII ruins, there still is that
of the Virgin Eleimonitria, modern replacements (mostly
Gregorio Malzteff), a precious Depositon from the Cross, a
Crucified Christ (local painter Anton Inglott) and a Nativity of
the Blessed Virgin (contemporary Ukranian artist Giovenale).

This unique neo-Byzantine church (and the attached Papas’s
residence) was scheduled as a Grade 1 national monument in
2008 (among the “most significant buildings of Valletta”).
The portico has three arches with the central being the highest
and supported on two columns with cushion capital having
styliseg) floral decorations. There is an arch at each side of the
portico, while a cornice runs along the entire fagade and sides
and is of the same level as the imposts. The main door is of
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bronze veneer and has an arched light window above; there is
a panelled window on each side of the door. The roof is
slanted and higher at centre making the nave higher, resulting
in a broken pediment effect on the facade. There are iron rails
and gates across the entire front.

Reverting to the icon, it became known as Our Lady of
Damascus simply because some knights thought that they had
seen it before in that city. It was brought in Malta in 1530
with the treasure of the Order, Grand Master Villers De L’Isle
Adam placing it in the church of St. Catherine (Borgo del
Castello, later Vittoriosa). Grand Master Jean De La Valette
was a fervent devotee of this Madonna and left his helmet and
sword at the altar as a votive offering. In 1587 the
Damaxxena was solemnly transported across the harbour, in
the most glorious galley of the Order, to the new city of
Valletta with its own church. In the 1960s it was restored in
Rome at the expense of the Italian government, bringing the
picture back to its original beauty.

Its size (almost 150 centimetres by over 100) is exceptional —
possibly the biggest existing. The style can be described as
Monastic, with unusual aspects (including the life-size
angels).As so often in these cases, for centuries the icon
remained covered with a silver screen — leaving visible just
the heads of the Madonna and of baby Jesus. Edinburgh
University’s David Talbot Rice calls it "a thing of great
beauty and historical beauty and importance", dating it as
even earlier than the Virgin of Vladimir (twelfth centenary).
According to researcher Prof Vincent Borg, this icon has even
been attributed to St Luke — with numerous legendary facts.
The feast was held on the 15 August (Our Lady's
Assumption).

The Theotokos Damaskinis (to give it its Melkite Greek
“liturgical” name) has been studied minutely as to its
composition and symbolic meaning. In this “sacred
geometry”, the square shape represents the earth, the triangle
the Trinity and the circle Divine Unity. The circle is noticed
as prominent, with the figures intersecting to open up spaces
for connection with both the cosmos and the spiritual world.

According to Professor Peter Serracino Inglott in his
“Meditation”, the Child’s “outer contours seem to fit as if in a
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jigsaw into hers, tremulously as if he were thrilled at the
perception that he had just grown out of her, but in the
outward relation between the two bodies, traces seem to be
still visible of their precious intra-bodily communion. The
Incarnation is celebrated through the way they are connected
to each other, one beholding the divinity, the other humanity;
one making possible the humanization of the divine, the other
enabling the divinization of humanity. The geometrical
structure of the icon leads us to this proper understanding of
the mystery portrayed”. The whole of creation becomes the
seat of God’s presence while the former is now enabled to
transcend towards the supernatural order. The lower and upper
circles, extended beyond the rectangular parameters of the
icon, seem to be 1pointing to this. The intersection of the
circular geometrical shapes in the upper part, especially those
encircling the faces of tge Mother and the Child, point to the
humanization-divinization process.

woveoo sy | Various symbols in the icon remind
us of the Cross. Mary’s penetrative
look is one of sadness, piercing us
through her eyes. The Child clings
to her, staring at her as if frightened.
Her deep glance invites us to behold
the mystery, while at the same time
she points Jesus to us with her hand:
“she who shows the Way”. One can
also argue that Caravaggio (who
L] €14 | worked a few meters away) may
have been influenced too.

A copy is venerated in a church dedicated to Our Lady of
Damascus in Kosour (Syria) on the initiative of the Patriarch.
Other copies have also been produced to rekindle the devotion
in Malta.

A final note: a SMOM 20009 set featuring medals included two
stamps showing the Madonna under different “titles™:
Damascene and Filermo.

You are invited to send write-ups (or even just suggestions)
about other foreign stamps with themes or designs related to
Malta.

Merry Christmas



(from page 13)
It was also necessary for the powder magazines to be located
away from built-up areas, whether civilian or military, as a
safety precaution. Gunpowder magazmes needed to be
inspected regularly -
by the commander
of artillery or his
subordinate to
ensure that they
remained capable of
housing gunpowder
in suitable
conditions. >

Battery G S

The east end of the ditch is closed by a low battery
projecting at right angles from the walls. It is reached from the
platform of the demi-bastion through a tunnel cut in the rock
and it was served by a powder magazine.

The Battery is built with very thick masonry able to
withstand shots from an eighteen-pounder gun. It has a sentry
box towards the east and six embrasures, three of which
overlook the ditch. Through these, the gun could be swung
round to fire in an arc. The stonework is in part embossed with
a stringcourse.

Silos
A whole complex of around 100 silos appears to have
existed within the Citadel. Some of these were discovered in
1860 when the present road to the Citadel was being
remodelled. Three fairly large silos (approx. 13 metres deep)
in this area were originally built by the Knights for storing
grain in order to have enough staple food in store for the
people of Gozo in times of siege. But, since 1877, they were
converted into water reservoirs. Entrance to these silo pits is
(continued on page 24)
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through the tunnel leading to the Low Battery, on the left-
hand side of the Gunpowder Magazine.

World War II Shelters

The five cells dug out in the rock-face along the corridor
leading to the Battery at the Citadel were intended to be
private shelters. These were dug according to the official rules
for the digging of shelters, published in March and April
1941, but would definitely not have been approved by the
Protection Officer or the Gozo Commissioner as required by
the Emergency Powers (Defence) Regulations. The first two
cells were dug out in late 1941 and were utilized only by their
owners as they sought shelter for the evening and night. They
would take with them whatever was required such as
mattresses, candles or lanterns, stools, and the inevitable flask
of coffee.

The last cell (that closest to the battery) was also
privately owned and was dug out by Felic Cassar and his son
George between February and April of 1943. Felic’s wife,
Marija Concetta and the rest of the family made use of this
shelter for about four months. It is to be noted that George
Cassar was a member of the RAF Observer Corps which was
established in Gozo in February 1943, and their quarters were
on the actual St John Cavalier.

It is interesting to note that, since there was a huge
water reservoir situated right behind them, these shelters were
actually far from safe. If a bomb had fallen nearby and burst
the reservoir walls, the people sheltering in the cells would all
have doubtlessly been drowned! For this reason, Architect
Guzeppi Savona, the architect responsible for all shelters in
Rabat, condemned these shelters. However, they still
remained being used.

“Information provided by Rev. Dr Joseph Bezzina, author of several
articles and books about Gozo.

*Stephen C. Spiteri, The Art of Fortress Building in Hospitaller Malta,
Malta, 2008, pp. 489, 498, 501, and 502.

> Information provided by Charles Bezzina, author of several books and
articles about Gozo.

- Merry Christmas



FOR SALE

Capitulation of the French Special hand stamp cards (set of 2).
Limited Edition of 500 cards.

A commemorative Registered Cover from Victoria Gozo Post
Office to commemorate two Gozitan Patriots namely:-Sir
Adrian Dingli & Arch Saverio Cassar.

Limited Edition of 100 covers. (Less than 10 left).

A Commemorative Card showing Guzeppi Grech known as
Zeppu Kola, the last owner of the Xaghra Windmill doing
maintenance work. Limited edition of 200 cards.

Card to commemorate the 7th Gozo Philatelic Exhibition (3 to
12 November 2006) including the 8c Christmas stamp and
cancelled with the Chirstmas First Day of Issue hand stamp
Limited Edition of 100 cards. (Less than 10 left).

Special card issued on the occasion of the TOY STAMP issue.
Cancelled on the first day of issue at Xaghra Post Office
featuring the “POMSKIZILLIOUS MUSEUM OF TOYS”
found in Xaghra Gozo.

Limited Edition of 75 cards.

Special “In Memory” card hand stamped at Gharb Sub Post
Office on the occasion of the celebration of the Holy Eucharist
held at Ta’ Pinu Shrine, for the repose of the soul and in
memory of Mr Anthony Fenech, a great philatelist and a sincere
friend of the Gozo Philatelic Society.

Limited edition of 160 cards.

Card in the form of a First Day Cover on the issue of the re-
printed lc stamp depicting the Sempreviva of Gozo. This stamp
was officially issued in Gozo later than in Malta. (19.10.2006).
Limited edition of 160 cards.

Registered cover commemorating the issue of the Comino
Tower stamp. Postmarked with the First day of issue handstamp
from Ghajnsielem S.P.O.

Limited edition of 75 covers. (Less than 10 left).

€2.50

€4.50

€2.50

€1.50

€1.75

€1.75

€0.50




FOR SALE

e Cover issued on the occasion of the 2005 Christmas set stamp
issue with a personalized stamp of Chev. Paul Camilleri
Cauchi - the stamp set designer. These covers are individually
signed by the artist himself. Limited Edition of 130 covers. €2.50

e Card to commemorate the 50 years of Europe. Cancelled with
the special handstamp issued for the occasion during the
festivities held at Nadur Gozo. Limited edition of 75 cards. €2.50

e Registered Hand Coloured cover to commemorate the issue of
two stamps depicting Gozo Balconies (one at Victoria and the
other at Gharb). The covers were hand stamped with the First
Day of issue Post-Mark. Limited edition of 75 covers. €2.50

e Card commemorating the GPS 8th Annual Exh. 2007 and the
launching of the GPS website. Limited edition of 100 cards. €1.50

e  Set of two cards with first day of operation hand-stamp of the
new Post Offices at Xlendi and St Lawrence.
Limited edition of 75 cards each. €2.50

e Card commemorating the 125 Anniv from the Call of Our
Lady of Ta’ Pinu to Karmni Grima and Frangisk Portelli.
Each card is cancelled with a special handstamp issued by
MaltaPost and stamped at the National shrine on Sunday 22
June 2008. The card has an embossed metal image of Our
Lady of Ta’ Pinu. Limited edition of 1000. (Only 10 left). €3.00

e Card commemorating 5th Gozo Philatelic Exhibition and 5th
Anniversary of the GPS.
Limited edition of 400 cards. (Less than 10 left). €1.50

e Set of 2 registered covers commemorating Karolina Cauchi
and Patri Manwel Magri (Gozo Benefactors). €5.00
Limited edition of 30 covers. (Less than 5 left). :

e  Card commemorating the 9th GPS Exhibition.
Limited edition of 100 cards. (Less than 10 left). €1.50

e Card commemorating the 10th Anniversary of the Gozo
Tourism Association. Limited edition of 75 cards. €2.00

NB: Each Card or Cover is individually numbered.

e Malta stamps in mint condition are also available at 2/3
catalogue price.
Those interested may contact:
Mr Anthony Grech on Tel No. 21553338
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