





























it into their famous London Penny Post, since postage for the
London Post was One Penny. Dockura devised a triangular
hand-struck mark with inscribed Penny Post Paid. In the centre
there was a letter which denoted individual city offices. Letters
from this period also had a simple heart-shaped design that bore
a numeral with the abbreviation “Mor” (morning) or
“Af” (afternoon) above it. The cancellation was struck on the
letter by the delivery postman.

1840 saw the beginning of Postage Stamps. On May 6, 1840
the Penny Black and Two Penny Blue became valid for
postage. The Penny Black was used for letters throughout
Britain. Because Malta at that time was a British colony this
should interest us because some Penny Blacks were also used
in Malta. Q




Famous Stamp Collectors

PHILIPPE LA RENOTIERE VON FERRARI

Anthony Grech

One of the most famous stamp collectors was Phillippe la
Renotiere von Ferrari. Born in Austria, he lived the greater part
of his life as a French subject. Ferrari did not have to woiry
about money because he had inherited a large sum from his
mother. Ferrari had no children to look after. He spent all his
life travelling all over the world buying stamps. The more the
rare the stamp, the more he wanted to own it. He did not care
about the price. Ferrari was ready to pay anything to acquire
not only the rarest but any stamp that he thought he did not
have in his collection. The Baron bought the unique British
Guiana, the few Mauritian issues, the Three Shilling Banco and
thousands of other rarities. Von Ferrari was interested in
stamps of the whole world, but he did not study much about
them. Furthermore, because he was ready to pay good prices to
acquire stamps and more stamps, his sellers saw a good
opportunity of how to get rich at his expense. Thus many
“curious” and “specialities” were invented, and Ferrari bought
them. In fact in his collection, apart from genuine and
expensive stamps, he had a lot of forgeries and fakes. But, up
to 1917, when he died, Ferrari was the only man who could
boast that he was the only one to own a complete collection of
all the world stamps. Even up to this day, nobody can claim
such a thing.

When Ferrari died, although he was a French subject for many
years, he wished that his vast stamp collection goes to the
Imperial Postal Museum in Berlin. But his wish was not
fulfilled. France was at war with Germany and the French
decided to sell his collection as a reparation payment from
Germany. -
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Preparations started a year before and when the time arrived,
philatelists from all over the world arrived in Paris. These
included millionaries, sovereigns’ agents and normal collectors.
In the end, ex Ferrari stamps found their place into thousands of
unknown collections scattered all over the globe.

Philippe la Renotiere von Ferrari loved stamps. but although he
could claim that he had the only complete all world collection,

1 TN T :“.’-! R =) re ;a.'» 51 1
he never really studied them, and that is what makes the true

philatelist.

Famous Stamp Coliectors

MAURICE BURRUS

Maurice Burrus was a wealithy tobacco businessman. When he
retired, he moved to Switzerland where he devoted all his time
to the only hobby he had, Philately. Unlike Ferrari, Burrus
knew that it was an impossible task to try to acquire all the
world stamps. Although he was extremely rich and a multi
millionaire he never bought a stamp without thoroughly
examining it. He was no fool and he knew his stamps. When
he died his collection was auctioned and stamps from his
collection were named ex-Burrus. In 1964 H.R.Harmer’s
auctions sold the most valuable of the ex-Burrus stamps, the
missionary Hawaii two cent for more than two million sterling
pounds.

¥ % %k % % %k %
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GOZO PHILATELIC SOCIETY

Interesting facts about

Y ocade
%3 POSTMEN OF THE KHAN i275
LT Anthony Grech
o A Marco Polo the great venetian explorer of
4\‘\“ . China left us in writing a very vivid chapter

T about the postal service of the Great Khan, Lord
Kubiag:ichan of Lords, named Kublai. Marco wrote...
“At every three miles are erected villages of about forty houses
inhabited by foot-rurners employed to carry the Khan's letters.
They wear large girdles set round with bells, which are heard
at greatl distance. Receiving a letier or packe[ one runs full
speed to the wnext village, when his approach being announced
by bells another is ready to start and. proceed to the next, and
so on. By these foot-messengers the Khan receives the news in
one day and night from places ten days journey distant. in two
days from those twenty off, and in ten from those one hundred
days journey distant. Thus he sends his messengers through all
his kingdom and provinces to know if any of his subjects have
had their crops injured through bad weather, and if any such
injury has happened, he does not exaci from them any iribuie
for the season— nay , he gives them corn out of his own stores
toliveon.” O

——m A 15th-century
& French
manuscript
illumination
shows Kublai
Khan, Yuan
dynasty emperor
of China,
presenting his golden seal to the Polos. The famous account by Marco Polo
of his career in the service of Kubizai Khan was the first substantial Western
record of any contact between China and Christian Europe.
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Freemans

OF LONDON
Bringing you choice,
guality, style and value
in the new
Spring | Summer
2001 Catalogue.

¥or service and enquiries call now:
Malia tel. : 347124/5
Gozo tel. : 553338
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SUBJECT DATE OrF IsSuE

1. Malta Carnival February
2. Lighthouses in Malta March

3. Caruana Dingli's Folklore April

4. Europa 2001 May

5. Birds of Malta ( Miniature Sheet) June

6. Old Maltese Musical Instruments August

7. Definitive Part 11 September
8. Dogs October

9. Christmas 2001 November

(Most probably another set will be issued in May i1
order to commemorate the Pope's visit to Malta in

connection with the beatification of Dun Gorg Preca.)
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COMPETITION

Open to Junior Members of the Gozb Philatelic Society

i) Name the month and subject of the first set of stamps
which Maltapost is issuing for the year 2001.

ii) Who wrote an interesting fact about the Postmen of the
Khan in 12757

130 Where did the aldect bnowns nostmark orio
;I;) W e GI 8¢ OIACSt KNOWI ¥SLINALK OF}

iv) Whose coat of arms did it bear?

Please send your answers on a separate paper, together with
your name and address by not later than 31st March 2001 to:

The Secretary

Gozo Philatelic Society
P.O. Box 10, Victoria, Gozo. VCT 101.

Prize to be won:

Stockbook with some stamps..




January—March 2081

PREVIOUS QUIZ COMPETITION

Answers of above captioned competition which was published
in GPS Newsletter No 2 are as follows:
i) Greetings 2000, Christmas ii) 9.02.2000, 18.1.2000
iii) Ten Sets, iv) Issued on 18.10.00 and designed by
Bettina Paris. Chiara Borg, Roxana Caruana. Jean
Paul Zammit,

PRIZE WINNERS
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2) GPS Winners of small stockbooks with stamps go to:
Christabel Galea, Joseph Saliba, Cynthia Saliba, Joseph
Velia.

(t is worth noting that the committee decided - that ol
il

participants will be awarded a prize in order to encourage all
Junior members to participate in future competitions.)

CONGRATULATIONS !!

| Photograph shows
the winners who were

nresented with these

prizes on Saturday
]

20th January 2001
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FIRST ESSAY COMPETITION RESULTS

George Vella P.R.O.

Last December our Society had launched its first essay
competition in collaboration with the Royal British Legion,
(Malta Branch). The subject was the hobby of philately. This
was aimed at students in the primary and secondary schools and
was divided in two categories respectively. Non-members
were invited to take part.

The students in the primary schools were asked to choose from
one of the foliowing subjecis:

1) Getting to know foreign stamps

2) Story of a letter

3) Adventures in stamps

While students in the secondary schools were asked to choose
from one of the following subjects:

1) Philately, the “Royal” Hobby

2) Malta’s culture and history on stamps

3) Stamp collecting, why?

The winners in both categories are:

Primary Schools:  1st Mark Portelli of Victoria Year 5
2nd Christabel Galea of Xewkija Year 6
3rd Daniel Cardona of Fontana Year 6

Secondary Schools: 1st Ennio Farrugia of Xewkija Form 5
2nd Graziella Vella of Victoria Form 3
3rd Joseph Vella of Nadur Form 2

Prize presentation will be held on Saturday, 24th March, at Dar
il-Lunzjata.

In this publication we are going to publish the first winning
essays in every category. Please note that both essays are
printed as submitted with no correction. ]
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A STORY OF A LETTER

Mark Portelli

John and Mark were good penfriends. John lived in England
and Mark lived in Gozo. I am a letter that John wrote to his
friend Mark.

One day John wrote his message upon me to Mark., Then, he
put me in an envelope and with me he put some used postage
stamps because John knew that Mark liked philately. On the
front of the envelope he wrote Mark’s address and fixed a
postage stamp. The stamp had a picture of a railway train and
an image of Queen Elizabeth II. The value of the stamp was 25
pence.

The next day John put me in a pillar mail box. There were
other letters in the box and we began to tell each other of our
destination. Then the door suddenly opened and a postman
took us to the post office. He stamped us with the post office
postmark and also stuck an airmail label. He put us in different
bags and another man took us to the airport in a van. Our bag
was put on an aeroplane bound to Malta. When we arrived at
Mailta I was stamped again and 1 was taken to Gozo by a ferry
boat with other letters. We were taken to the Victoria Post
Office. There I was stamped again for the last time. A
postman delivered me to Mark’s home letter box. Mark
received the envelope, he opened it and read the message I
carried. When he saw the stamps he jumped with joy.

I am very proud that [ am a letter because letters like me, are

very important, as we can help people communicate with each
other. O




Ennio Farrugia

I have been fortunate enough to have discovered for myself the
many historical and cultural events which have shaped our
nation and those of others. This personal experience has been
acquired through stamp collecting.

This hobby which i have been passionate abouti since ihe tender
age of six, has taught me that through communication a certain
event, a country can pass on ifs history and from generation to
generation. The First-Day covers and communication do not
only heip to provide an important source of revenue for post-
offices, but to recall interesting or important events that
occurred in the past. Stamps make the population aware of any
brave and heroic deeds performed by famous people and thus
gain our healthy respect for their unfailing courage or suffering
especially during wars. These people can teach us not to seck
our own self-interest but of being ready to live the precept of
serving others when the need arises.

Since I have enrolied in the “Philately Association™ in my
country, I have come to know the meaning of friendship and
acquired the sense of belonging: a kindred spirit exists amongst
members. Friendship is a plant of slow growth and this pastime
has instilled a sense of undertaken by all the active members of
the Association. This is continuously sustained by the personal
efforts of each member. We have struggled to maintain a
constant communication by writing, phoning and obviously by
the use of the Internet to other members in foreign countries.
Exchanging stamps through the various catalogues issued by all
affiliated members provides a source of information about a
nation’s culture and history. Conforming to the rules set out by




Association indirectly lead to your becoming a disciplined
person - you have to abide by them.

1 must admit that stamps can be very expensive. Collectors
however usually specialize in a particular theme, country or
type of issue,. Thus narrowing down the expenses incurred.
Normally ! find it worthwhile, to find an alternative in begging
friends for any used ones and vice versa. This need is nurtured
by the iink that binds ail avid coliectors. Rich or poor. Like
any other pastime, it has been allowed to become
commercialized in certain spheres and no longer enjoved for
pleasure. Many a rich collector has lost his investment when
certain rare stamps have been stolen from his safe. No wonder
these well-known collectors pay a hefty insurance loss of his
coveted coliection.

I too, am proud of my modest collection as I know that through
this I can keep abreast of current events as well as receive
invaluable advice on our present-day society and international
affairs. Through stamps I can study the history of mankind
whose mistakes retain their importance as much as successes.
These make us strive to interpret the ups and downs of man in
the past.

Today I can honestly say that philately is truly the Royal
Hobby. I recommend to all; young and old, people of all
classes. U




POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS
IN GOZO, 1887

Anton F Attard

In the year 1887, Mr F.V. Inglott, Post Master and Head of
the Posts Department for Malta and Gezo, carried out an
exercise for the reorganisation of the Postal Services for the
two Islands. The following were the Postal Arrangements
for the Isiand of Gozo and the other districts in Malta.

Districts

Gozo is divided into two Postal Districts designated “the
Victoria District” and “the Mgar District™.

The Victoria District comprises the Vicioria City and the
Villages of Zebbug, Kerchem, Garb and Sannat.

The Mgar District consists of Fort Chambray, and Viilages of
Gajn Sielem, Nadur, Kala, Xagra, Xeuchia and the Isiand of
Comino.

District Limits

The limits or confines of each District are those established by
the Parishes comprised therin.

Offices

In each District there is a Post Office situated in the principal
Town or central place of business.

The Post Office of the Victoria District is in the Victoria City
and that of the Mgar District at the Mgar.
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Posting Boxes

In the Post Office and in the Police Station of every Village
there Letter Boxes for the Posting of Letters and Newspapers,
which are cleared daily, except on Sundays and other Holidays.

Post Cfficers

The Post Offices are in charge of Detached Post Officers who
act under the direction of the General Post Office in Malia,
receiving all instructions, however, through the Assistant
Secretary to Government for Gozo.

Letter Carriers

Letter Carriers are attached to each Post Office who work under
the immediate direction of the Detached Post Officers, to whom
they are responsible for every detail of their duties.

Mails

Mails from and to Malta are received at, and despatched from
the District Post Offices according to a Time Table varying at
each season, as to number per day and to hours of arrival and
departure.

The mails are received from and delivered to ship-board by a
“Mail Messenger”.

This officer is attached to the Post Office of the Victoria
District, but attended also to the requirements of the Post Office
of the Mgar District as regards the receipt and despatch of the
mail and the conveyance of local correspondence from one Post
Office to another.

(to be continued)
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SATURDAY 24th MARCH 2001
AT DAR IL-LUNZJATA

ALL MEMBERS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
ATTEND QUR FIRST MEMBERS' MEETING.

2.00¢ p.m. Stamp Fair. There will be stamps and
other philatelic material for sale at special prices. You

are also encouraged to bring with you your surplus
stamps to exchange or sell to other members.

3.30 p.m. Presentation of prizes to the winners of
the essay competition which was launched in
collaboration with the British Legion.

4.30 p.m. We will end this activity with a Mass
which will be celebrated by our Chaplain - Rev Fr
Can George Farrugia.




| = w AXIAK BROS.
ﬂ @ (Stone Decorators) L td.

Manufacturers of
stone fireplaces,
rustic hard stone

tiles and marble

Importers
Of
Firewood

Prefabricated '
cast iron & gas fireplaces, wood
burning stoves, BBQ’s, fire screens
and all types of tool sets.

XEWKIJA IND. ESTATE, TAFLIJA RS
Tel/Fax: 560252 Mobiles: 0947 7865 - 0947 7866



The legend of the famous

1856 BRITISH GUIANA RED

llona Masini

As far as it is known there is only one specimen of this stamp
in existence. This unatiractive and damaged siamp an Cx
Ferrari always make head news when auctioned. It’s price is
always rockets sky high. Such a stamp has also it’s history and
legends. One of these legends goes that when a certain U.S.
poor boy enlisted as a sailor apprentice, his best friend gave
him an envelope full of old stamps as a parting gift. As a sailor
he did not have time to dedicate to his hobby. Years had
passed when he rediscovered his friends gift. He was
astonished to find that one of the stamps in the envelope was a
British Guiana Red. Being of a sharp mind he contacted Arthur
Hind who had just bought the only known specimen. It is
reported that ihey met secretly and alone. The legend goes that
Hind offered a large sum of money to the young sailor who
became speechless. After the deal was done it is said that
Hind burned the newly acquired stamp because he could not
risk the public learning that his specimen, which was
photographed and declared unique so many times was not in

fact the only one in existence.

Hind had bought the stamp from the ex Ferrari collection in an
auction for 200,000 franks. After his death the stamp was
bought ,in 1970, by a consortium of American businessman for
U.S.$280,000. O
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ADVERTS

It is worth noting that one page in this newsletter is being
reserved for adverts pertaining philately. Any advert will cost
from LM1.00 to LM2.00 respectively. However adverts
pertaining to other matter will also be published on demand.
Please contact the editor for prices of a quarter, half or full
page.

ADVERT 1

The Gozo Philatelic Society has for sale a limited number of a
set of 8 cards (out of 100), bearing the last postmarks of the
2nd Millennium taken in Gozo at all Branch Post Offices and
Sub Post Offices. The price is at LM2.50 for members and
1L.M4.00 for non-members per set.

ADVERT 2

The Gozo Philatelic Society has also for sale a limited number
of a set of 2 cards in colour (out of 250). These bear the special
rubber hand postmark, dated 28th October 1998 taken in
Victoria Gozo, to commemorate the 2000 years since the
French surrendered in Gozo after 141 days of occupation. The
price is at LM1.00 for members and LM2.00 for non-members.

ADVERT 3

Stockbooks with both local and foreign stamps are being
circulated among members. Anyone interested to buy or just
have a look at these stamps may contact Mr Anthony Grech.
These are being sold at a relatively cheap price.




THIS SUNDAY, TREAT YOUR FAMILY TO OUR LAVISH

SUN@ﬁU BUF ‘FE‘fT LUNCH

PALAZZO AR HERITA

DUN LUQA STREET, SANNAT
+ ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS
HORS P OEUVRE THBLE AND
HOME Mape SOUp

+ CHOOSE FROM A SELELTION OF
POSTH PISHES

+ OPOIL YOURSELF FROM OUR ‘

HOT BUFFET 1INP CHIRVERY THBLE

+ INDULGE [N DUR MOUTH WATERING  (Sanaadts.
SELELTION OF G7ITETICLX FROM THE \‘f:zr/
TROLLEY

BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN FOR EASTER
AND LUNCH BUFFETS

FOR RESERVATIONS PHONE 555737 OR 557898




The JB Catalogue of Malta Stamps and Posta! Histon
m Published by Sliema Stamp Shop Publishers
_ 91 Manwel Dimech Str - Sliema - Malta
8 0,0
Fifteenth Edition
; &
In Colour

IS NOW
on sale

Malta Lm 4.50

U.K. and

Europe £stg 9.00

Americas $ 14.00

Italy 20000 Lire

Germany DM 20 Tel: 342189
Fax: 346069

E-mail: www.sliemastampshop.com.mt
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